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A WORD FROM FR JEFF

Conversion Through Prayer: Accepting Our Weaknesses
In the daily grind of life we can easily get discouraged in our prayer life and
what can come to feel like we are stuck in our relationship with God, and others
who are important to us. We get lost in our own self-making and can feel like we lose our identity when we are actually taking our eyes off of Jesus and expecting others to take the place in
our lives that only He can rightly have. What is the answer to this real challenge in our lives? I
have referred to Andre Louf’s book, Tuning in to Grace on several occasions in my newsletter
thoughts. I have done so because I found this book so helpful in my own spiritual life and in
my life of regular conversion. I have returned to it several times because it is so easy to forget
what I’ve learned from that book and easily slip back into old bad habits. We all have the tendency to do this and we should regularly do a spiritual inventory when this occurs. But it is
important to try and not get discouraged or lose your identity in Christ. When that happens it
is because we have sought happiness from something or someone other than Him. So, we need
conversion. What is conversion of the Christian life? Andre Louf reminds us of this grace of
conversion in the following words:
“Conversion is a lifelong process, requiring us to put away idols, surrender the false self and
allow the real self to emerge by accepting weakness, owning up to our sins and failings, and
working to overcome them. Grace is experienced in prayer, in reading, in solitude and in spiritual companionship, in life's good experiences and in times of trial. Attuning ourselves to
God's grace and responding to it in body, mind, and soul is the work of a lifetime.”
These are words that we could meditate on throughout the week in our prayer life. I invite you
to do so. Father Andre Lour further reminds us, as a monk of the Byzantine period once taught:
"Anyone who attends carefully to his heart, letting no other notions and fantasies get in, will
soon observe how in the nature of things his heart engenders light. Just as coals are set ablaze
and the candle is kindled by the fire, so God sets our heart aflame for contemplation. He who
since our baptism has made our heart his dwelling-place."
Another monk of that period used a different metaphor to say the same thing. He was to an
extraordinary degree a man of prayer, someone absolutely carried away by prayer, which was
his constant occupation. He was asked how he had reached that state. He replied that he found
it hard to explain. "Looking back," he said, "my impression is that for many, many years I was
carrying prayer within my heart, but did not know it at the time. It was like a spring, but one
covered by a stone. Then at a certain moment Jesus took the stone away. At that the spring began to flow and has been flowing ever since."
This form of prayer is to unite our hearts to Jesus. St Theresa of Lisieux writes, “For me, prayer
is an aspiration of the heart, it is a simple glance directed to heaven, it is a cry of gratitude and
love in the midst of trial as well as joy; finally it is something great, supernatural, which expands my soul and unites me to Jesus.”

“I know now that
true charity consists in bearing all
our neighbors' defects--not being
surprised at their
weakness, but edified at their smallest virtues.”
― Thérèse de Lisieux,
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Attendance Cards are available to collect from the back of the Church, along with
new cards, so please do pick them up.
Outside Lighting-There is a need for additional lighting to help make the Church
and Parish House more secure. Any donations towards this would be greatly appreciated. The cost will be approximately £2000.
Confirmation Registration Meeting is on Sunday 8th October at 4.30pm in the
Church
Journey Of Faith (RCIA) If you or someone you know would like to explore the
possibility of becoming a Catholic or to be received into the Catholic faith or
simply to catch up one or more of the sacraments, please have a word with Fr Jeff
or Fr Lorenzo or take a form from the back of the church.
Sacristy Fund – Fr Jeff has present needs for the Sacristy Fund. These items are
for the beautification of Mass. These will include items such as Funeral Palls, a
white and a black Altar Frontal, a new cope and a Funeral Cope, as well as Statues. If you wish to donate to this fund, please speak to Fr Jeff.
Restoration Project: As we continue to plan and develop the restoration project,
Fr Jeff will be placing photos of items we wish to purchase for the Lady Chapel,
Shrines of the Sacred Heart and St Joseph in the back of the church with news in
the newsletter if anyone wishes to give towards them as we move forward. These
too can be offered in memory of others.
English Classes are starting again every Monday at 10am, in the Parish Hall.
These classes are free, and everyone is welcome. Please do let any friends/
neighbours who may wish to learn or improve their English know.

Sunday Readings (p.131)
Isaiah 55:6-9
Psalm 144: 2-3, 8-9, 17-18
Philippians 1:20-24, 27
Matthew 20:1-16
Music at 10.30 Mass:
Clément Janequin-Missa la Batailla
Francisco Guerrero-Simile est
regnum coelorum
Hymns
139
Crown him with many
crowns
31
All ye who seek a comfort sure
517
O Bread of heaven, beneath this veil

Collect
O God, who founded all the
commands of your sacred
Law upon love of you and of
our neighbour, grant that, by
keeping your precepts, we
may merit to attain eternal
life. Through our Lord Jesus

Parish Mission Success: Thank you to all who signed up for the Parish Mission

Christ, your Son, who lives

Response for Adoration one hour per week. We had 179 people who signed up.

and reigns with you in the

Fr Jeff appointed Michael Murphy as the primary co-ordinator and he will assist

unity of the Holy Spirit, one

the Priests in final organisational plans. We are still hoping to add about 50 more

God, for ever and ever.

adorers. Please pick up a form from the back of the Church and return to Fr Jeff..
If you or anyone you know is in need of SVP help or would like a visit please
contact saideh_a@hotmail.com

We have now converted the Jubilee Room into the new main church office

space. The residential door of the priest will no longer be the entrance for
the church office and the bell to get to the office staff will be on the outside
door of the Parish Office. Please go to that door from now on as that is
where the office staff will be working. Do come and visit the new office
space to see the transformation.
Three Office Desks For Free-The church has three office desks that it is
happy to give away to anyone who would like to have one. First come,
first serve. Please see one of the priests or come by the office to see and collect. Thank you!

Baptism
Prep Group
Next course is on 14th & 21st October at 12.30pm in the Lower Hall
Marriage
See one of the Priests.
Six months’ notice required
Preparation obligatory
Union of Catholic Mothers
Monday 25th September at 8pm
St Josephs Fellowship
Tuesday 10th October at 8pm
Parish Office Hours
Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30
Open Surgery
Tuesday 26th September at 6pm

10.30am Music

Parish Hall Activities
Monday
English Language

Clément Janequin (c1485-1558): Missa la Batailla (published 1532)
Francisco Guerrero (1528-1599): Simile est regnum coelorum (published 1555)

Classes 10am
Tuesday
Parent & Toddler Group
9.30-11.30
(also Weds & Thurs)
Over 50s 2pm

The Pope’s Prayer
Intentions for September:
Parishes
That our parishes, animated
by a missionary spirit, may be
places where faith is communicated and charity is seen.

Spouse’s Corner
The more deeply we enter into Christ's death
and resurrection, the
more we are able to reclaim the glorious truths
that have been twisted
and distorted by the enemy's lies. ... If we can do
that, we are sure to catch
a glimpse of what awaits
us in heaven. It is this
truth that we are called
upon to give life to our
marriage. Let us ask our
Lord to help us to live out
our marriages in His redemptive love. do we need to
)

exerfor our marriagexercise more trust in
one another? Faith is trusting that what
God reveals is true

The French composer, Janequin, based Missa la Batailla on his own, famous chanson in which he describes the victory of French, led by King Francois 1, at the battle
of Marignano in 1515. This very energetic mass setting is based is the same piece
that the Victoria used as inspiration for his Missa Pro Victoria seventy years later. The
drums and trumpets sound in great the excitement; the melody and harmony are subservient to the complex of the rhythm counterpoint.
Although there is only 20 years between when Janequin’s mass was published and
Guerrero published the first of his three settings of ‘Simile est regnum coelorum’,
there is a vast distance between the two pieces. Long, inter-twining melodies create
beautiful harmonies. A strict canon between the tenor and one of the alto lines gives a
very literal word painting of the opening phrase: ‘like the kingdom of heaven’.

Prayers for Mary Ball. This is a note to inform the parishioners that Mary Ball
is quite unwell and she has asked for prayers for her. She is now residing in a
nursing home near Pimlico and she will be visited by Fr Lorenzo and Fr Jeff
for the time being. Please do remember Mary in your prayers at home and in
the mass. Thank you for remembering her!
Junior Choir Rehearsals are every Friday at 6pm in the Church. Any new
members, aged 7-14 years old,
are welcome! Please contact the
Parish Office if your son or
daughter is interested.
Please

visit

http://

rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs/ for
all the current vacancies in the
diocese
New Reader, Eucharistic Ministers & Linen Rotas are available
to collect from outside the Sacristy

SATURDAY
23rd September

Nancy Butcher RIP (1st Anniv.)
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Baptisms

St Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest

--25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL

SUNDAY
24th September
25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Rachel Bernardino (Health Intentions)
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

MONDAY
25th September

Maria Jimenez RIP
Tony Kellerd RIP (Anniv.)
Caroline Nathan RIP
For The People of the Parish

Sister Mary Teresita (Health)

Feria

TUESDAY
26th September

Lorenza & Family (Health Intentions)

Feria

WEDNESDAY
27th September

Yunus Loyall RIP (Anniv.)

St Vincent de Paul, Priest

THURSDAY
28th September

Mina (Intentions)

Feria

FRIDAY
29th September

10.00

Gonzalo Gomez RIP

STS MICHAEL, GABRIEL & RAPHAEL, Archangels

SATURDAY
30th September

Maria Susai RIP
Sacrament of Reconciliation

St Jerome, Priest & Doctor

--26th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL

SUNDAY
1st October
26th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sacrament of Reconciliation

09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

For The People of the Parish
Kathleen & Ralph Norton RIP
Rene Harrington (Health Intentions)
Fr Jeff’s Travel Intentions To Poland

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World

Contact Information
Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood
54 Lodge Road
London, NW8 8LA
02072863214
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk
http:/www.rcsjw.org.uk/

Parish Team
Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel
Assistant Priest: Fr Lorenzo Andreini
Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins

