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22nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME– 3rd September 2017

A WORD FROM FR JEFF

Finding Peace in Forgiveness
Resentment is a killer of peace and an obstacle to our own forgiveness. Have
you ever considered this? "He has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness
of sins" (Col. 1:13-14). "It is not always within your power to control your feelings. You
will recognize that you have love if, after having experienced annoyance and contradiction,
you do not lose your peace, but pray for those who have made you suffer and wish them
well."—as told to Saint Faustina, Diary, 1628
Thankfully, hardness of heart does not have to be a life sentence. But it takes work to keep
an open heart. Sometimes we can hide this unresolved anger and bury unconscious resentment deep within only to later come out in life. Take a look at what the Catechism says here
in reference to the line in the Our Father: "Forgive us our trespasses AS we forgive those
who trespass against us."
"Now—and this is daunting—this outpouring of mercy cannot penetrate our hearts as long
as we have not forgiven those who have trespassed against us. Love, like the Body of
Christ, is indivisible; we cannot love the God we cannot see if we do not love the brother or
sister we do see. In refusing to forgive our brothers and sisters, our hearts are closed and
their hardness makes them impervious to the Father's merciful love; but in confessing our
sins, our hearts are opened to his grace" (Catechism of the Catholic Church, par. 2840).
We don't have to be ruled by hurt. We can offer all hurts to the Lord—who wants all of
us—even our deepest hurts and resentments. And slowly, anger can go away and resentment
and anger turns into compassion. This can then lead to intercession for others. Anger
doesn’t have to manifest itself only in moments of explosion however; it can also come in
the form of a latent bitterness and unforgiveness over past wrongs that festers for many
years. Anger can be explosive, or it can also be silently passive-aggressive.
This kind of radical prayer that Jesus teaches us extends forgiveness even to those who have
hurt us or we have misdirected our anger to and we can actually forgive, AS Christ did in
forgiving us. Remember, at this stage the Our Father, forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us,' it would do us well to remember the words of Saint
Philip Neri, for those who find it hard to forgive others, 'If a man finds it very hard to forgive injuries, let him look at a crucifix,..."Let him remember also that when he says the Our
Father every day, instead of asking pardon for his sins, he is calling down vengeance upon
them." Colossians 3:15 “And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you
were called in the one body. And be thankful.”

‘There is no
saint without a past,
no sinner
without a
future.’ St
Augustine
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Attendance Cards are available to collect from the back of the Church from this
weekend, along with new cards, so please do pick them up. The sticker programme will relaunch at all Masses from next weekend (9th/10th September)
Our Patronal Feast Day-The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary is on Friday 7th
September. There will be a celebration after the 7.30pm Mass in the garden (or
Parish Hall if the weather is bad) Please do bring along food and drink to share.
Fr Jeff has granted special dispensation, so that meat can be consumed at the celebration. Please do let the Parish Office know if you are able to help with setting
and clearing up on the night.
Parish Mission 9th-12th September will focus on Eucharistic Adoration. Make
sure to put it in your calendar and come! See poster and details at the back of the
Church.
Fr Lorenzo is away from 30th August-9th September, so please call Fr Jeffs phone
if you are in need of a Priest.
The Jubilee Room is being transformed into the main Parish Office, with works
beginning on 6th September. Once completed, Parish Office access and all enquiries will be via the Jubilee Room door.
Security Update– Many thanks for all your donations. So far, we have obtained a
new secure door on the Lodge Road entrance. We are in the process of getting
more cameras and lighting, and also security gates.
Junior Choir will resume on Sunday 17th September, with rehearsal being on Friday 15th September at 6pm in the Church. Any new members, aged 7-14 years
old, are welcome!

Sunday Readings (p.122)
Jeremiah 20:7-9
Psalm 62: 2-6, 8-9
Romans 12: 1-2
Matthew 16: 21-27
Music at 10.30 Mass:
Morales: Missa Ave Maris Stella
Lassus: Confitemini Domino a6
Hymns
738: Thou, whose almighty word
677: Take my life and let it be
339: Just as I am

Collect
God of might, giver of every
good gift, put into our hearts
the love of your name, so
that, by deepening our sense
of reverence, you may nurture us in what is good and,
by your watchful care, keep
safe what you have nur-

tured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who

First Holy Communion -the registration meeting is on 18th September at 7pm in
the Church

lives and reigns with you in

Confirmation Registration Meeting is on Sunday 8th October at 4.30pm in the
Church

one God, for ever and ever.

Journey Of Faith (RCIA) If you or someone you know would like to explore the
possibility of becoming a Catholic or to be received into the Catholic faith or
simply to catch up one or more of the sacraments, please have a word with Fr Jeff
or Fr Lorenzo or take a form from the back of the church.

Baptism Prep Group

Sacristy Fund – Fr Jeff has present needs for the Sacristy Fund. These items are
for the beautification of Mass. These will include items such as Funeral Palls, a
white and a black Altar Frontal, a new cope and a Funeral Cope, as well as Statues. If you wish to donate to this fund, please speak to Fr Jeff.
Restoration Project: As we continue to plan and develop the restoration project,
Fr Jeff will be placing photos of items we wish to purchase for the Lady Chapel,
Shrines of the Sacred Heart and St Joseph in the back of the church with news in
the newsletter if anyone wishes to give towards them as we move forward. These
too can be offered in memory of others.
New Reader & Eucharistic Ministers Rotas will be available to collect from outside the Sacristy from next weekend.

the unity of the Holy Spirit,
Amen

Next course is on 14th & 21st
October at 12.30pm in the Jubilee Room
Marriage
See one of the Priests.
Six months’ notice required
Preparation obligatory
Union of Catholic Mothers
Monday 11th September at 8pm
St Josephs Fellowship
Monday 4th September at 8pm
Parish Office Hours
Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30
Open Surgery
Tuesday 12th September at 6pm

10.30am Music

Parish Hall Activities
Monday
English Language
Classes resume on 18th Sept

Morales: Missa Ave Maris Stella
Lassus: Confitemini Domino a6

Tuesday
Parent & Toddler Group resume on 12th Sept
Over 50s resume on 5th September at 2pm

The Pope’s Prayer
Intentions for September:
Parishes
That our parishes, animated
by a missionary spirit, may be
places where faith is communicated and charity is seen.

Cristóbal de Morales (1500-1553): was a difficult, but great Spanish musician. He
spent most of his working life in Rome, during the early sixteenth century the Popes
considered the best musicians to be Spanish. This setting of the mass is a paraphrase mass based on the Marian plainchant hymn “Hail, Star of the Sea”. This
unusual melody defies the standard 'renaissance' rules of coming back after a leap,
making it recognisable from the opening three notes. In Morales’ setting, nearly
every movement has a canon (where one part exactly copying another) and the
ancient church mode of the plainsong hymn which inspired Morales gives a dark,
reverent colour to the music.
Orlando de Lassus (1530-1592) came from the other extreme of Europe in what is
now Belgium. ‘Confitemini Domino’ is an exciting motet in 6 parts. Lassus was a
master of matching the music to the words. He starts with three groups of two parts,
for the three opening statements. To describe the scattering of the ‘children of Israel’ the music becomes suddenly chaotic; but the whole choir comes together to
declare God’s wonderful works.

Gift Aid– If any parishioner who has a gift aid in favour of the parish no longer
pays UK tax, please advise your name, address and the date you ceased to pay
tax to Fr Jeff or Fr Lorenzo as soon as possible. Thank you.

Spouse’s Corner

If you are sick or in hospital,
please make it known that you are

Jesus says in this
week’s Gospel, we
must deny ourselves
and follow him. And
that means entrusting
every desire, every cry
of our hearts – even
as we taste the bitter
sufferings of Christ –
to the One who alone
can fulfil us, and has
promised he will. Let
us pray this week that
this will be lived out in
our marriages.

Catholic, so that arrangements can
be made for a Catholic Chaplaincy
to visit you. Please also let Fr Jeff
or Fr Lorenzo know so we can arrange a visit.
Please visit http://rcdow.org.uk/
diocese/jobs/ for all the current
vacancies in the diocese
Beginning Experience-There is a
healing weekend for men and
women who find themselves single again following separation,
divorce or the death of a partner
from 6th to 8th October 2017 at the
Emmaus Centre, West Wickham,
Kent. For details please contact
Freda 01322-838415 Sandra 01293783965 or John 01992-642443 email
johnabrotherton@hotmail.co.uk

SATURDAY
2nd September

Patricia RIP
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Feria

--22nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL
SUNDAY
3rd September
22nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Ellen Mary ‘Cis’ Wade RIP
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

MONDAY
4th September

For The People of the Parish
Noris de Bracho RIP
Caroline Nathan RIP
Phyllis Beary RIP

Caroline RIP

St Cuthbert, Bishop

TUESDAY
5th September

In Thanksgiving to St Anthony

Feria

WEDNESDAY
6th September

John Balfe RIP (Anniv.)

Feria

THURSDAY
7th September

Samira (Intentions)

Feria

FRIDAY
8th September

10.00
19.30

In Thanksgiving To Our Lady
Joy Oti- In Thanksgiving To Our Lady

THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

SATURDAY
9th September

In Thanksgiving To Our Lady
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Feria

--23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL
SUNDAY
10th September
23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Alessandra Defraine RIP (4th Anniv.)
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

Allan Field
For The People of the Parish

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World

Contact Information
Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood
54 Lodge Road
London, NW8 8LA
02072863214
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk
http:/www.rcsjw.org.uk/

Parish Team
Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel
Assistant Priest: Fr Lorenzo Andreini
Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins

