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A Priest is a Man for Others
Jesus Christ is the Morning Star Who never sets. The friendship He
offers to all is the purpose and greatest treasure of all history; His
universe dances, sings, and rejoices through His benevolent creation
and His offer of redemption. Even when the woes and sufferings of
this life threaten to wear us down, there is one Person Who is able,
through His merciful compassion, to bring hope and the promise of
everlasting life. The more readily we embrace His invitation to follow
Him, the more effectively we can bring His mission and salvation to all.
On this Good Shepherd Sunday, we especially pray that the Good Lord
will continue to call men to labour in His vineyard for the salvation of
souls. Pope Francis in his letter for the World Day of Prayer for
Vocations, offered on this Good Shepherd Sunday, sees the domestic
church, the life at home, as a place where the hearts and minds of
children can be opened to grow in awareness to their call from God. In
this year of Saint Joseph, the Holy Father presents three words by
which Saint Joseph can serve as a great model for parents to inspire
and foster vocations in the home. The last is fidelity. The Holy Father
sees our own joyful growth in fidelity to the Christian life as flowing
from our trust in God’s own faithfulness to us in all situations and
circumstances.
To help us grow in fidelity to God’s eternal faithfulness we need
priests to celebrate the sacraments, which bring the risen Lord to His
beloved sons and daughters. At the summit of this holy work is the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the very source and summit of our
redeemed life. Of the Holy Mass, Saint Francis of Assisi wrote, “let the
whole of mankind tremble, the whole world shake, and the heavens
exult when Christ, the Son of the living God, is on the altar in the
hands of a priest”. These words reflect the reality that Jesus is present
on the altar and that His sacrifice on the cross is our salvation. In order
to form men for this inestimable responsibility takes committed
prayer and considerable financial support. Currently we have forty
two men in formation at our seminary, Allen Hall. Please remember
them regularly in your prayer. If you are able to make a donation,
please return your envelope this weekend, you can also donate
on-line at www.rcdow.org.uk/donations. May God bless you. Fr Ben
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Saturday 10:30am—11:00am
Confessions
Saturday 5:15pm—5:45pm
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Vocations Video for Good Shepherd Sunday—25
April To accompany this Sunday’s prayer,
encouragement and support of vocations, please
click on the following link for the Vocations video
https://youtu.be/nP_u0A3S-q0. Or scan the QR
code on the poster in the Church with your phone
which will direct you to the video. The video
features our very own Deacon William!
Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament
of Holy Matrimony, via live-stream from
Westminster Cathedral, on Saturday 15 May 2021
at 3:00pm The Cardinal will be celebrating a livestreamed Mass for all couples in the Diocese who
are celebrating their 5th, 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th
and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding
anniversary of Catholic marriage in 2021. If you are
celebrating an anniversary, please email Claudia at
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk with husband and
wife’s names, wedding date, full postal address
and email (or telephone number if no email) by
Friday 30 April 2021. These details will be sent to
those organizing this celebration. An Order of
Service is available beforehand from the Cathedral
website www.westminstercathedral.org.uk.
Annual Mass for Migrants Live-streamed Mass
from St William of York Catholic Church, Forest Hill
on Saturday 1 May 2021 at 11:30am, celebrated
by Bishop Paul McAleenan. Connect via the link at
https://actionnetwork.org/events/migrants-mass.
The Mark 10 Mission. A free resource sharing the
Sunday Gospel with school children and their
families. Series Five—Jesus is Alive reflects on the
Sunday Gospels from Easter Sunday until
Pentecost. Episode 4 ‘Good Shepherd Sunday’.
New Ministers of the Word, Eucharistic Ministers
& Linen Rotas are available at www.olsjw.org.uk.
Coronavirus Update.
1. Please help us stay open by using the
contactless CollecTins or the baskets by the doors.
If you are not coming to Mass you can give via
www.olsjw.org.uk or set up a standing order.
2. Please scan the QR code with the NHS COVID-19
App as you enter or leave the church or use the
contact forms at the end of the benches and place
one per household or bubble in the collecting
baskets as you leave the church.

Marriages. From 4 May 2021 the law regarding
the registration of marriages is changing in
England. Parishes will no longer hold registers and
will not be able to issue marriage certificates. A
couple must obtain a “Marriage Schedule” from
the Register Office and give it to the priest (who is
usually the authorised person) in advance of the
wedding. This will replace the “blue forms” which
are used at present. The marriage schedule is a
single form that will need to be signed by the
couple, the authorised person and the two
witnesses at the time of the wedding. The
authorised person then returns the signed form to
the Local Register Office within 21 days. Once
received the Local Register Office will issue the
couple with their Marriage Certificate.
New Offertory Envelopes are available for
collection at the entrance to Church at all Masses
this weekend. If you would like to give regularly by
standing order or learn about other ways of
giving, please see a member of the Finance
Committee or a member of the clergy.
Gift Aid If you no longer pay tax and are unable to
gift aid your donations, please advise the parish
office or email stjohnswoodsgac@rcdow.org.uk
with your name, postcode, telephone number and
the date you ceased to pay UK tax. Thank you.
SVP Foodbank Collection. The SVP would like to
thank all parishioners for their generous donations
which are very much appreciated. Our next
collection will take place on 15/16 May.
Parish Website www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's
RC Church, St John’s Wood Facebook page are
updated regularly. Mass is live-streamed at
10:30am on Sundays on both sites at which you
can pray An Act of Spiritual Communion:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all
things, and I desire to receive You into my
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You
Sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me
to be separated from You. Amen.
Day

Location

Tuesday,
Upper
Wednesday, Hall
Thursday

Time

Group

9:30am— Parents &
11:30am Toddlers

