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A Father Who Loves and Serves
In this Year of Saint Joseph, we are being given a special opportunity
to ‘listen’ to the man who was chosen as Jesus’ earthly father and yet
not one word is attributed to him in the Sacred Word. Maybe like me,
you feel that your knowledge and understanding of who St Joseph is
could be a hugely important journey of spiritual and practical growth.
Perhaps the fact that St Joseph is the only human being who could
have ever said about Jesus, with certain truth, “this is my beloved Son,
listen to Him,” or “this is my beloved Son, with Whom I am well
pleased,” fascinates you? Who is this “just” (Mt 1:19) man who was
anxious for his Son, when, at the age of twelve, He was found by Our
Lady and St Joseph in the Temple conversing with the teachers?
Pope Benedict, in his The Infancy Narratives, Jesus of Nazareth, points
out that the term “just” aligns St Joseph with many of the great
figures of the Old Testament, beginning with Abraham. Abraham,
throughout his long life, grew in obedience to God, culminating in
being willing to offer his son, Isaac, as a burnt offering in last Sunday’s
readings. St Joseph’s obedience to the Lord was immediate, his
openness to the Lord was perfect. St Joseph, the man chosen from all
eternity to guide the young Jesus and Mary, the Mother of God, on
earth, was a man of the Law: he was just, he was righteous. But his
response to the Law was no mere external manifestation. He lived it in
love. We see this in the way he did not want to cause Mary any shame
(Mt 1:19). His was a love that was no stranger to tenderness. He then
embraces the will of God, revealed in a dream, and serves Jesus and
Mary with humbling dedication. He serves them with a love which is a
beacon of inspiration to all fathers and men the world over.
In preparation for the Solemnity of St Joseph, this year particularly,
please join us in saying a special novena dedicated to St Joseph at
daily Mass; you will also find further details on our newsletter.
Recently there has been much renewed interest in St Joseph, even
before the Holy Father announced the Year of St Joseph; one priest
who has truly been at the forefront of this gift is Fr Donald Calloway
MIC, his book Consecration to St Joseph is on my Lenten reading list, is
it on yours? This Lent, may the prayers of St Joseph lead us to “take
the child and his mother” (Mt 2:13) into our hearts and lives. Fr Ben
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Parish Website www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's
RC Church, St John’s Wood Facebook page are
updated regularly. Mass is live-streamed at
10:30am on Sundays on both sites at which you
can pray An Act of Spiritual Communion:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all
things, and I desire to receive You into my
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You
Sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me
to be separated from You. Amen.
Year of St Joseph novena of the seven Sundays
can be found here Seven Sundays Devotion to St.
Joseph | 2021 | St. Josemaria Institute or a sheet
is available weekly by the doors.
For a Novena of Prayer for 11—19 March (the
Solemnity of St Joseph) and the Holy Father’s
Letter ‘Patris Corde’ for the year of St Joseph, visit
https://rcdow.org.uk/faith/news/st-joseph/.
‘Let Us Dream’ Lenten Retreat. Young Caritas
Westminster have organised a retreat for young
people aged 18-35 to break open the themes
discussed in Pope Francis’ ‘Let Us Dream’ this Lent.
To attend and receive a pack incl. a copy of the
book and a notebook for their reflections, see
Young Caritas Let Us Dream. Sessions take place
between 6:30pm and 7:45pm on 9 and 23 March.
Self-Care for Staff and Volunteers. Caritas
Westminster and the Irish Chaplaincy are running
an event for all those who work or volunteer in
social action projects, or responding to the needs
of others through the pandemic on 9 March from
1:00pm—2:00pm. Register at Self-care for Staff
and Volunteers.
Coronavirus Update.
1. Please help us stay open by using the
contactless CollecTins or the baskets by the doors.
If you are not coming to Mass you can give via
www.olsjw.org.uk or set up a standing order.
Thank you for your generosity.
2. Please scan the QR code with the NHS COVID-19
App as you enter or leave the church or use the
contact forms at the end of the benches and place
one per household or bubble in the collecting
baskets as you leave the church.

Cardinal’s Lenten Appeal 2021. This year Cardinal
Nichols is asking us to think about families who are
struggling to put food on the table. Poverty is
deepening across our Diocese and the need for
foodbanks and supermarket vouchers has
accelerated. Through your generosity we are
continuing to provide food for those people most
in need. Please take home a donation envelope.
You can use the QR code on it to make your
donation online. Thank you for your generosity.
Stations of the Cross take place on Thursday at
6:00pm and on Fridays after 10:00am Mass.
First Holy Communion. The worksheets have
been emailed to you and a guide to the next
session is available to view on our Facebook page.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word links and other
catechesis can be found on our Facebook page
https://ww.facebook.com/ourladysjw/.
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist Rota
New rota now available at www.olsjw.org.uk.
St Augustine’s House of Prayer Retreat. For a
more contemplative way of praying and living, St
Augustine’s is hosting an online retreat from 16—
23 March, in the Way of Franz Jalics SJ. Email
enquiries@houseofprayer.org.uk.
St Richard Reynolds Catholic College Vacancies
for MFL and Maths teacher roles from September
2021, visit www.strichardreynolds.org.uk or
contact recruitment@srrcc.org.uk.
Please Remember in Your Prayers:
Teresa Middleweek. Requiem Mass at Our Lady’s
on Tuesday, 16 March at 2:00pm followed by
committal at Mill Hill Cemetery.
Please note the family are arranging attendees.
We offer our deepest sympathy and prayers to her
family and friends. May she rest in peace.
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