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Mass Times  

Sunday 
6:00pm (Saturday) 

9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon, 
6:00pm 

Weekdays 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 

10:00am 
Thursday: 7:00pm 

Friday & Saturday: 10:00am 

 
Exposition & Confessions 

Saturday 10:30am—11:00am 
 

Confessions  

Saturday 5:15pm—5:45pm 
 

Stations of the Cross 
Thursday 6:00pm, 

Friday after 10:00am Mass 

 

Church Open for Private Prayer 
with Exposition  

of the Blessed Sacrament  
(except *) 

Sunday  
8:30am—12:45pm* 
5:00pm—6:00pm* 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
& Friday 

8:30am—10:00am 
Saturday 

8:30am—11:00am 
5:00pm—6:00pm* 

The Desert and the Market Place 
The former Archbishop of Westminster, Cardinal Hume, spoke about 
two aspects of the Christian life which often seem to be in tension 
with each other:  the life of prayer and the life of apostolic activity in 
the world. He compared these two different elements to the ‘desert’ 
and the ‘market place’. Most of us are quite familiar with life in the 
‘market place’.  We are all busy people with a long list of things to do 
each day. Time is often at a premium.  There is a sense in which our 
faith too can be marked by a sort of ‘busyness’ whereby we drown out 
the deeper questions of life with frantic activity. Lent is traditionally 
the time of year when we think about the desert and that moment in 
Our Lord’s life when he withdrew from the world for a period of 
fasting and prayer in the wilderness. It is an opportunity for us to    
embrace our own inner desert by removing some of the things which 
can distract us from God.  We don’t need to change our physical     
surroundings in order to do this. But there is a way of creating more 
space in our lives for our spiritual needs. The moments of daily prayer, 
whether these take place at home or in front of the tabernacle in 
church, are moments when we retire to our own personal desert in 
order to be sustained by the love and mercy of God.  
We do this so that we can return to the ‘market place’ with a greater 
sense of perspective and a more purified intention. We will always 
find Christ by serving the needs of our neighbour in the world and 
there will always be a special task that God has entrusted us with. But 
the strength and motivation for this can only come from those quiet 
moments of prayer in the desert.                               Deacon William 

 
CAFOD Appeal.  

Our Parish is exemplary in its support of CAFOD This Lent, I want to 
especially encourage families to follow the worldwide support CAFOD 
gives to those in need;. You can do this online at: cafod.org.uk/
interest and check out Pope Francis’s encyclical Fratelli Tutti and the 
“Walk for Water’ campaign. In particular I urge the young to follow its 
work via @cafod on Twitter, Facebook and the brilliant Instagram sites 
which are well worth following.  Don’t forget to take a CAFOD  
envelope! Thank you.     Johnny Dewe Mathews - CAFOD Rep 

http://cafod.org.uk/interest
http://cafod.org.uk/interest


Parish Website www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's 
RC Church, St John’s Wood Facebook page are  
updated regularly. Mass is live-streamed at 
10:30am on Sundays on both sites at which you 
can pray An Act of Spiritual Communion:  
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 
things, and I desire to receive You into my 
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
Sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me 
to be separated from You. Amen. 

Coronavirus Update.  
1. Please help us stay open by using the  
contactless CollecTins or the baskets by the doors. 
If you are not coming to Mass you can give via  
www.olsjw.org.uk or set up a standing order. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
2. Please scan the QR code with the NHS COVID-19 
App as you enter or leave the church or use the 
contact forms at the end of the benches and place 
one per household or bubble in the collecting  
baskets as you leave the church.   

Stations of the Cross take place on Thursday at 
6:00pm and on Fridays after 10:00am Mass. 

Year of St Joseph novena of the seven Sundays 
can be found here Seven Sundays Devotion to St. 
Joseph | 2021 | St. Josemaria Institute or a sheet 
is available weekly by the doors. 

‘Journeying with the Bible’ course continues on 9 
March and is on the subject of “Apocalypse”. 
Please register at catadmin@rcdow.org.uk. 

First Holy Communion. The worksheets have 
been emailed to you and a guide to the next  
session is available to view on our Facebook page. 

Please Remember in Your Prayers: 
Cleotilde Mercado. Requiem Mass at Our Lady’s 
on Tuesday, 2 March at 11:30am followed by  
committal at West London Crematorium. 
Please note the family are arranging attendees. 
We offer our deepest sympathy and prayers to her 
family and friends. May she rest in peace.  

Day Location Time Group 

Sunday  Microsoft 
Teams  

4:00pm-
5:30pm 

Confirmation 
Class 

Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Thursday 

Upper 
Hall 

9:30am—
11:30am 

Parents & 
Toddlers 

Caritas - Keep the Lifeline. At the start of the  
pandemic the Government made an important 
decision to give an extra £20 a week to those  
receiving Universal Credit so they can continue to 
pay their bills and feed their families during an  
uncertain time.  At the end of March 2021 this  
uplift will cease, pulling half a million people into 
poverty.  Please write to your MP expressing your 
concern about levels of poverty in this country and 
asking the Government to take action in the  
budget on 3 March 2021.  For a template letter/
more information see Caritas-Keep the lifeline. 

Cardinal’s Lenten Appeal 2021. This year Cardinal 
Nichols is asking us to think about families who are 
struggling to put food on the table. Poverty is 
deepening across our Diocese and the need for 
foodbanks and supermarket vouchers has  
accelerated. Through your generosity we are 
continuing to provide food for those people most 
in need. Please take home a donation envelope. 
You can use the QR code on it to make your  
donation online.  Thank you for your generosity. 

Diocesan Vacancy for part-time Caretaker at Our 
Lady of the Rosary, Marylebone. 20 hours per 
week, Mon-Fri 8:00am-12:00pm, £11 per hour, 
closing date: 4 March 2021 Noon. For more  
information, visit https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/. 

Mass for Victims of Covid-19. Bishops from all 
over Europe, through their Bishops’ Conferences, 
will join together during Lent to celebrate a series 
of Masses and pray for the victims of Covid-19. 
The initiative, promoted by the Council of  
European Bishops’ Conferences (CCEE), aims to 
offer a sign of communion and hope for the entire 
continent. Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Vice-President 
of the Council of European Bishops’ Conferences, 
will celebrate a special live-streamed Mass on 
Tuesday, 2 March 2021, at 17:30 in Westminster 
Cathedral. Bishops across England and Wales will 
also celebrate Masses in their own dioceses. 

https://stjosemaria.org/seven-sundays-devotion-st-joseph/
https://stjosemaria.org/seven-sundays-devotion-st-joseph/
https://www.caritasfoodcollective.org.uk/keep-the-lifeline-a-call-to-make-the-20-benefit-uplift-permanent.php
https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

