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Roadmap
No, I’m not stealing a march on Boris’s announcement but we do need
to think about the future once this lockdown ends. And like us, I
suspect you thought of doing many things with the extra time we all
thought we would have when life changed so dramatically last March.
Happily I can say that a lot of our plans came to fruition especially
clearing out the sacristies and the crypt—what fun we had. But sorting
through the sacristy before the start of Passiontide something did
occur to me — there aren’t enough covers for all the new statues in
the church nor ones big enough for the Holy Family. So did anyone
hone or acquire new skills with a needle and thread in the last 12
months? If so, and we provided the purple material, might you make a
simple cover or two to fit over their tops before 20 March, please?
And while we’re on the subject of looking ahead, let’s look back a bit.
One of the most popular new things before last March was tea and
coffee in the hall after 9:00am Mass As many of you will recall, we
often asked people who came to that with their children if they would
be interested in a Children's Liturgy of the Word: that is, the
children come to Mass with their families but go off into the hall and
have some catechesis on the Gospel before re-joining the rest of the
congregation at the offertory. There was great enthusiasm but it does
require people to run it. Of course we would provide the simple
materials for you to use with the children and one of us will pop in
whenever we can. However, as with all things these days, we rightly
need to get any helpers a DBS check before they can even start. So if
you could be a part of this on a rota, the sooner we can get the
clearances done, the sooner we can start once we get the green light
for more normal Sunday celebrations. We could also do with more
people to help with First Holy Communion and Confirmation next
year—if you have done it with your child at home this year or your
child is due for one of these Sacraments soon then why not sign up to
help? It is actually very enjoyable—I still do both every year.
During Lent we are often told that we should do something “extra”
rather than just give things up. Well, here’s the ideal opportunity to
make our Lenten promises live on and give us a flying start not just on
any road but a super-highway back to normality and beyond. Fr Kevin
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Coronavirus Update.
1. Please help us stay open by supporting us
financially using the contactless CollecTins or the
baskets by the doors. If you are not coming to
Mass you can give via www.olsjw.org.uk or set up
a standing order. Thank you for your generosity.
2. Please scan the QR code with the NHS COVID-19
App as you enter or leave the church.
Alternatively, contact forms are available at the
end of the benches which you should place in the
collecting baskets as you leave the church. One
form per household or bubble is sufficient.
Year of St Joseph novena of the seven Sundays
can be found here Seven Sundays Devotion to St.
Joseph | 2021 | St. Josemaria Institute or a sheet
is available weekly by the doors.
Cardinal’s Lenten Appeal 2021. This year Cardinal
Nichols is asking us to think about families who are
struggling to put food on the table. Poverty is
deepening across our Diocese and the need for
foodbanks and supermarket vouchers has
accelerated. Through your generosity we are
continuing to provide food for those people most
in need. Please take home a donation envelope.
You can use the QR code on it to make your
donation online. Thank you for your generosity.
‘Journeying with the Bible’ course continues on
23 February ion the subject of “Catholic Letters.”
Please register at catadmin@rcdow.org.uk.
Stations of the Cross take place on Thursday at
6:00pm and on Fridays after 10:00am Mass
CAFOD Family Fast Day is next Friday 26 February
Please give to reach vulnerable communities
around the world with water and to provide other
vital support. You can donate online at
www.cafod.org.uk/give or by using one of the
envelopes. You can also easily give via text or call
0303 303 3030. Thank you for your support.
First Holy Communion. The next video will be on
our Facebook page by Saturday 27 February.
Confirmation Classes resume on Sunday 28
February on Microsoft Teams from 4:00pm—
5:30pm. Please check the email you gave us in
advance of both these dates for both Sacraments
to download the worksheets.

Parish Website and Facebook Page (which are
www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's RC Church, St
John’s Wood respectively) are updated regularly.
As there is no obligation to attend Mass on a
Sunday at the moment, you can follow a
live-streamed Mass at 10:30am every Sunday on
both sites at which you can pray An Act of Spiritual
Communion:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I
cannot at this moment receive You Sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace
You as if You were already there and unite myself
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated
from You. Amen.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word links and other
catechesis can be found on our Facebook page
https://ww.facebook.com/ourladysjw/.
Caritas - Keep the Lifeline. At the start of the
pandemic the Government made an important
decision to give an extra £20 a week to those
receiving Universal Credit so they can continue to
pay their bills and feed their families during an
uncertain time. At the end of March 2021, just as
unemployment is expected to soar, this uplift will
cease, pulling half a million people into poverty.
Please write to your MP today expressing your
concern about levels of poverty in this country and
asking the Government to take action in the
budget on 3 March 2021. For a template letter/
more information see Caritas-Keep the lifeline.
Please Remember in Your Prayers:
Ana Celia Loaiza. Requiem Mass at Our Lady’s on
Thursday, 18 March at 11:30am followed by
committal at St Mary’s Cemetery, Kensal Green.
Please note the family are arranging attendees.
Joseph (Joe) D’Cruz, a parishioner for over 50
years who passed away unexpectedly on
Monday, 8 February. His family are making his
funeral arrangements and can be contacted via
peter.swyny@gmail.com.
We offer our deepest sympathy and prayers to
their families and friends. May they rest in peace.
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