CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, Year A - 5 April 2020
But My Words Will Not Pass Away
Mass Times (Streamed on
At a time when our lives are experiencing great challenges, as we are
parish website and parish
being led into unchartered waters, let us never cease from turning to
Facebook page):
the word of God for hope and communion with God. The Holy Spirit
Daily
inspired every living word contained within the Bible; this same Spirit
10:00am
gives to each of us the gift of prayer, the possibility of new life; this
Confessions
same Spirit changes the substance of bread and wine offered at every
At call.
Mass into the Real Presence of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
Remember
through the words of the priest; this same Spirit will teach us that,
We are all in this together
“man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from
and are
the mouth of God”. In this year when the readings at Mass focus on the
at
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Gospel according to Matthew, may his first Beatitude, “Blessed are the
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poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of God”, resonate in every fibre
of our being. Genuine prayer acknowledges that we are poor in spirit
Readings for Holy Week
and thus open to receiving the Spirit. Communion is possible.
Palm Sunday
On Palm Sunday the readings present us with a vast gamut of
Is 50:4-7, Ps 21:8-9, 17-20,
characters in challenging situations. Think of our Lord’s welcome into
23-24, R. 2, Phil 2:6-11,
Jerusalem, recalling King Solomon’s coronation, but by the end of the
Mt 26:14-27:66
week His death is demanded on the cross. We see how quickly people
Monday
can turn. Jesus, in the Garden of Gethsemane, prays thrice to His
Is 42:1-7, Jn 12:1-11
Father about accepting His chalice of suffering; we note the humanity
Tuesday
of Jesus gradually grasping the divine will. Thrice the disciples, Peter,
Is 49:1-6, Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
James, and John were overcome with tiredness and so did not support
Wednesday
Jesus in His Agony in the Garden. Also Peter denies his Lord thrice in
Is 50:4-9, Mt 26:14-25
response to the servant girls and bystanders who wanted to humiliate
Thursday of the Lord’s Supper
Peter, wanted to implicate him in Jesus’ shame. We hear of Judas,
Ex 12:1-8,11-14, 1 Cor 11:23-26
“filled with remorse”, going to the chief priests and elders for help, for
Jn 13:1-15
forgiveness, but was dismissed by them. They washed their hands of
Friday of the Passion of the
him, and he, in despair, took his own life.
Lord
Humanity, we see, is vulnerable. We can act with motives which are as
Is 52:13-53:12, Heb 4:14-16,
shifting as the sands. And yet present in all circumstances is Jesus.
5:7-9, Jn 18:1-19:42
Jesus, as St Paul teaches, Whose state was divine, emptied Himself to
The Easter Vigil
enter fully into our lives. This truth is worth singing from the spires. My
Ex 14:15-15:1, Is 54:5-14, Ez
dearest brothers and sisters in Christ, may the Spirit enlighten us to
36:16-28, Rm 6:3-11, Ps 117:1-2,
hold fast always to the word of God. That Word is Jesus Christ. Fr Ben
16-17, 22-23, Mt 28:1-10
PS on-line Catholic Bible: https://biblia.com/books/rsvce/Jn1.1
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Daily Mass Several other churches around the Diocese have live streaming (and better homilies
too). See www.churchservices.tv or https://massonline.org/daily-holy-mass-live-online/
We regularly update our website and Facebook
page with more prayers and devotional ideas and
news. Keep safe, well, and unified.
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
The God Who Speaks mediations on the Gospels
by Fr Javier Ruiz-Ortiz
Palm Sunday (Mt 26:14 - 27:66)
Meditate
The passion of Jesus speaks about each one of us
and invites us to identify with the characters. At
this time of uncertainty we do well to reflect what
role we play in this drama of our salvation. Who
are we in this story? Are we the disciples who run
away? Are we the crowds who betray Jesus? Or
perhaps Simon, Joseph or the women who follow
and assisted him? All of us have a role to play.
Pray
Lord Jesus out of love for humanity you mounted
the wood of the cross while all along praying for
those who assisted your execution. Give me
courage to place myself in this story and strength
to stand by you.
Podcast with the Cardinal Christopher Lamb has
recorded an interview with the Cardinal for the
Tablet, it is available at https://soundcloud.com/
thecatholictablet/christopher-lamb-and-cardinalvincent-nichols-on-the-covid-19-crisis
Quotation from the Saints “The splendour of the
rose and the whiteness of the lily do not rob the
little violet of its scent nor the daisy of its simple
charm. If every tiny flower wanted to be a rose,
spring would lose its loveliness”, Saint Thérèse of
the Child Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church.

Live Streaming Catholic Videos Fr Stephen Wang
has started live streaming and sharing videos on
the new YouTube channel Pause for Faith. Please
visit and subscribe to the channel here: https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbrIxeH2TSwEc8eVwwMGv8w
It is an informal conversation about living the
Christian faith, with some Catholic history, the lives
of the saints, Christian teaching, spiritual
traditions, practical tips for everyday life,
contemporary issues facing the Church and the
world, some Q&A and interviews. Don't be alone!
One of the points of live streaming is that you can
join a community of viewers who are watching and
praying together. Provisional streaming times:
11.00am and 8.00pm UK time.
Please help publicise the site by subscribing/liking/
following/sharing etc. on these social media sites
YouTube: Pause for Faith
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbrIxeH2TSwEc8eVwwMGv8w
Facebook: @pauseforfaith
https://www.facebook.com/pauseforfaith
Twitter: @pauseforfaith
https://twitter.com/pauseforfaith
Instagram: pauseforfaith
https://www.instagram.com/pauseforfaith/
Devotional and Catholic Resources for Children:
Catholic Sprouts https://catholicsprouts.com/
offers educational podcasts and videos on
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/
channelUCm7nk3SkLtg0bYbSkXF6qTQ. Next week
there will be a special focus on Holy Week.
YouTube also offers various Stations of the Cross.
Online Performance of Our Lord’s Passion Good
Friday, 10 April, 12 noon and 3.00pm. Peter and
Ann Hutley, after visiting Medjugorje together in
1989, felt deeply inspired by the presence of God.
On returning to their home, Wintershall, in
Bramley, Surrey, they started organising plays
depicting the life of Christ. The Wintershall plays
are now performed to over 35,000 people each
year. As the performance planned for Trafalgar
Square can now not take place, a special
presentation at https://www.facebook.com/
Wintershallplay will be livestreamed at 12 noon
and 3.00pm. After the livestream, the recording
will be available on YouTube with this link https://
www.wintershall.org.uk/passion-jesus-london
under Media Gallery at the bottom of the page.

