CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+5th Sunday of Lent, Year A — 29 March 2020
Totally Yours
When I was in the seminary the Prayer for England (which I had
learned as a boy at Benediction) was frowned upon as being rather
“non-PC”. This is because it asked Our Lady to “intercede for our
separated brethren that united with us in the one true fold they may
be united to the Chief Shepherd, the Vicar of thy Son”. That is to say it
prayed that all Christians in our land would unite under the Pope.
Nevertheless it will be prayed this Sunday when England is
rededicated as the Dowry of Mary because it begins in a more PC way:
“O blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, and our most gentle Queen
and Mother, look down in mercy upon England thy dowry and upon us
all who greatly hope and trust in thee”. And don’t we just right now.
A dowry is sum of money set aside for a wife in the event of her
husband’s death. Thus to call England “Mary’s Dowry” implies
something deep and lasting like marriage. The title goes back to the
11th century but became best known after 1381 as Margaret mentions
overleaf. At that time our country was in a state of great political
turmoil. In desperation, King Richard II visited the Shrine of Our Lady in
Westminster Abbey (which was then a Catholic church) to seek her
help and guidance. As an act of thanksgiving for receiving it he
dedicated England to Mary as her dowry.
Bu the rededication of England this weekend is not just about
connecting us with our Christian patrimony. It is also a timely
opportunity to deepen our faith amidst the turmoil we face in our land
(and indeed throughout the world) today. Mary is quite simply the
best example of a disciple of Christ and shows us precisely what it
means to enjoy a passionate personal relationship with Him. Indeed,
St Louis de Montfort encourages us to lead “Mariform” lives: that is,
lives that are conformed to the spiritual likeness of Mary’s so that
being like her we attract Christ to come and live within us. You can follow the rededication live via https://www.behold2020.com/
I said at Mass the other day (available on our website and Facebook
page) that I have been much inspired by the words of Pope St John
Paul II in these days. His personal motto was Totus tuus because it
expressed his personal Consecration to Mary . I think that’s more than
a coincidence in my prayer life so join me at noon on Sunday. Fr Kevin

Mass Times (Streamed on
parish website and parish
Facebook page):
Daily
10:00am
Confessions
At call.
Remember
We are all in this together
and are
at the other end of the ‘phone
and on email.
Readings this Week
Sunday
Ez 37:12-14, Ps 129,
Rom 8:8-11,
Jn 11:1-45
Monday
Dan 13:1-9,15-17,19-30,
Jn 8:1-11
Tuesday
Num 21:4-9, Jn 8:21-30
Wednesday
Dan 3:14-20,91-92,95,
Jn 31-42
Thursday
Gen 17:3-9, Jn 8:51-59
Friday
Jer 20:10-13, Jn 10:31-42
Saturday
Ez 37:21-28,Jn 11:45-56
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Daily Mass. Several other churches around the
Diocese have live streaming (and better homilies
too). See www.churchservices.tv or https://massonline.org/daily-holy-mass-live-online/
We regularly update our website and Facebook
page with more prayers and devotional ideas and
news. Keep safe, well and unified.
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
Margaret writes: For some of us, the feast of the
Annunciation may have been missed in the stress
and strain of our current situation. Just as we
enjoy Christmas gifts for days after they are
received, I thought I might share some thoughts on
this great feast which has particular relevance to
those living in the UK at the moment.
Just like Mary at the time of the Annunciation, this
Sunday, 29 March, we are called to make a
personal promise, to be open to the work of God in
our lives. At noon on Sunday, we are called to pray
the Angelus prayer—the prayer that begins every
Sunday noon Mass at our Lady’s. This prayer
reminds us of Mary’s ‘Yes’ to the angel Gabriel and
by the power of the Holy Spirit, Christ came among
us—first in Mary’s womb.
Up and down the country, Catholics will not only
be making this personal promise but also
re-dedicating this country to Mary. The first
dedication took place in 1381 asking Our Lady for
her protection and guidance. Our united prayer for
Mary's protection could not be more timely. These
prayers of entrustment together with many short
videos can be found via https://
www.behold2020.com/
Some of you may not know the story of the Shrine
of Our Lady of Walsingham in Norfolk. We believe
Mary came to a British woman, Richeldis de Faverches in about 1061. Richeldis said that Mary
told her to build there a replica of Mary's home in

Nazareth (where the Annunciation took place).
Over time, this holy house has become a popular
pilgrimage site. If you find an image of the statue
of Our Lady of Walsingham online, this link will
help explain the symbolism: https://
www.jlewisstatues.co.uk/blog/symbolism-of-ourlady-of-walsingham)
Why is this particularly relevant for us at this
moment? The angel came to Mary in her
home. Today, more than ever, we pray in our
homes asking Mary to intercede for us, to unite us
to Jesus. In Fra Angelico’s painting of the
Annunciation we see a book on Mary’s lap and we
see a book on the statue of Our Lady of
Walsingham. Holy Scripture is very important.
Mary knew of God’s plan for humanity slowly
revealed though the Old Testament. She may not
have totally understood the Angel Gabriel's
request but she was yearning for the Messiah,
praying for His coming. Similarly, Our Lady of
Walsingham holds a Bible lifting up Holy Scripture.
Through our reading of Holy Scripture, we come
to know Jesus, to learn to think like him. Through
Holy Scripture, God speaks directly to you and I,
directly into our hearts.
Every Mass includes the Liturgy of the Word, to
proclaim God’s message to each of us. Yet, at this
very moment, we are asked to practise our faith
solely in our homes. While I dearly miss that
feeling just after receiving Holy Communion, of
being ‘a living tabernacle’, knowing that Jesus is
with me most intimately in those moments, I am
sitting with my Bible knowing that Jesus is
speaking directly to me at this time.
You can find the story of the Annunciation in your
own Bibles (Luke 1: 26-38) or online (https://
bible.oremus.org/) and read it together, reflect on
it together and connect it with the story of Our
Lady of Walsingham to prepare for Sunday at
noon when the rededication will be live streamed
from there on https://www.behold2020.com/
Mary’s ‘yes’ is an integral part of the account. Her
human cooperation in God’s divine plan to restore
the opportunity for eternal happiness is key. In a
similar way, the Sacraments need our personal
cooperation to be fruitful. God cannot work in our
lives without our cooperation. We are called to
make our personal ‘Yes’, to make up our minds to
follow Christ as a disciple, each and every day.
Margaret Wickware,
Catechetical Coordinator
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