CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+The Presentation of the Lord, Year A — 2 February 2020
Small Christian Communities, Faith-Sharing Groups
“I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith will not fail. And when
you turn back to me, you must strengthen your brothers.” (Lk 22:32)
Launched in 2002 by Cardinal Murphy-O'Connor, the reason for
having faith-sharing groups was three-fold:
1. To get to know one another in the parish. Some parishioners did
not really know fellow parishioners because as soon as Mass ended
they had to leave and did not have a chance to meet others.
2. To receive Catholic formation. The last time many had Catholic
formation was when they received Confirmation at 14 years of age.
Our faith should allow us to stand the test of being able to
understand objectively Christian morality issues which confront us.
3. To support each other in the faith. The small faith-sharing groups
are a means by which we can ‘strengthen’ our brothers and sisters in
our faith, one of the few places we can discuss our faith.
The groups meet twice in the year – during Lent and Advent. Each
season consists of six meetings – so there are 12 in total in a year.
The Diocese of Westminster supports and promotes small faithsharing groups by producing a book for each season and by providing
support and training. It also helps parishes who wish to form new
groups seeking to make them a regular part of parish life.
Our group meets in Maida Vale in the evening. As people come
straight from work and want to network and spend more time with
each other after the meeting, a potluck was suggested. This brought
about the 4F’s: Faith; Fellowship; Food and Fun! A person who
joined our group for the first time in October 2019 wrote, “I enjoyed
and appreciate the spiritual discussions and the friendly warm atmosphere. It was truly the highlight of my week and I thank you for
introducing me to some new friends”.
There is a sign up sheet at the back of the church. For those
interested please leave your contact details there for the existing
groups or email the parish office if a better day and time would suit
you. Please indicate if you would like to be a participant or to lead a
group which can be a rewarding experience with guidance given.
Our parish used to have 18 such groups and it would be wonderful to
revive them and so help each of us and others strengthen their faith.

Mass Times:
Sunday
6.00pm (Saturday)
9.00 (Sung), 10.30 (Choir), 12.00
noon (Choir), 6.00pm
Weekdays
Mon, Tues, Weds, Fri: 10.00
Thurs: 7.00pm
Saturday: 10.00
Rosary
After weekday Mass
Exposition
Weekdays 6.00am—12.00 noon,
6.00pm—12 midnight
(not school holidays)
Confessions
Saturday: 10.30—11.00,
5.15pm—5.45pm

Music
Palestrina—Missa Papae
Marcelli
Palestrina—Senex puerum
3
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
28 Of the Father’s Heart
Begotten
120 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep
Silence
Sunday Readings
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Malachi 3:1-4
Psalm 23:7-10 R. v8
Hebrews 2:14-18
Luke 2:22-40
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Fr Lorenzo, who for many years was an assistant
priest here and between Fr Jeff leaving and Fr
Kevin arriving was rector of Redemptoris Mater
Seminary and ran our parish, will be celebrating
the 12:00 noon Mass this Sunday. Afterwards
there will be a bring-and-share lunch in the hall.
All are welcome to come and show our heartfelt
gratitude to Fr Lorenzo for his ministry here.
Sung Mass and Recital The Byron Consort from
Harrow School will be singing the 6.00pm Mass
(music by Lassus, Tallis & Ives) here on
Saturday 8 February followed by a short recital of
sacred music with pieces by Bruckner, Guerrero,
Purcell, Tavener and others. The evening will
conclude with refreshments in the parish hall.
Mary’s Meals. With only one week to go before
Mary’s Meals will be at our church on the morning
of Sunday 9 February, please remember to bring
along all your unwanted clothing/bedding (no
duvets or pillows please). Put all clothing/bedding
into tied black sacks and bring them with you
when you come to church – the cut off time is 12
noon. Mary’s Meals is a no-frills charity committed
to spending 93p in every £1 received on its
charitable activities with only 6p spent on
fundraising and 1p on governance. If you haven't
worn it in the past year, bag it and bring it.
Sunday Reflections for the Year of the Word kindly produced by Fr Javier F-Javier Ruiz-Ortiz, are
available at https://rcdow.org.uk/faith/ and are a
wonderful way of participating in the Diocesan
programme, “The God Who Speaks”.
Society for Ecumenical Studies Day Conference is
at Cheyneygates, Westminster Abbey on Saturday
8 February 2020 from 10:00am—4:00pm. The
speakers are Revd. Dr Susan Durber on “The
Church: Towards a Common Vision” and Revd. Dr
Paul Goodliff on “Principles of Christian Law”. The
cost (including a light lunch) is SfES members £10,
non-members £20.
Holiday Club. Caritas is organising a holiday club,
11:00am-2:00pm, on Tuesday 18 February at
Blessed Sacrament Primary School, N1 0UF, for
children aged between from 4-11. Please call 0752
581 2513 or email cfc@rcdow.org.uk.

Catholic History Walks have a new programme
for the year:
2 February at 3:30pm a Candlemas walk along the
Thames to the Tower of London. Meet at the
Church of the Precious Blood, SE1
9 February, 3;30pm, Westminster, Parliament, the
Abbey and more. Meet at Victoria Cathedral steps
21 February, 5:00pm, St John Henry Newman’s
Birthday Walk to Newman’s birthplace near the
Bank of England. Meet at the Church of the
Precious Blood, SE1
22 February, 2:00pm, Half Term Special for
Children on London Bridge, Viking battles and the
City of London, meeting at Our Lady of Salette
and St Joseph, SE1.
A donation of £10 is suggested and you can book
on Eventbrite or simply turn up. Call 07495 205
568 or email chwalkslondon@gmail.com for
further information.
CAFOD Information Afternoon on Wednesday 12
February 2:30pm—4:00pm with guest speaker
Christine Allen, Director, who has first-hand
experience of our work overseas. This will take
place from 2.30pm—4:00pm at CAFOD’s
Volunteer Centre, 1st Floor, Church of Christ the
King, 29 Bramley Road, Oakwood, N14 4HEBookings required and taken on 0208 449 6970 or e
mail westminster@cafod.org.uk
25 Days until Lent. Yes I know, but please note…
Burning of Palms on 23 February after 12:00 noon
Mass—please hand your old ones in before then.
A Biblical Walk Through the Mass on Sundays 1,
8, 15 and 22 March at 4:00pm in the hall.
School of Ignatian Prayer on Thursdays 5, 12, 19
and 26 March and 2 April at 7:30pm in the hall led
by the Mount Street Jesuit Centre from Farm
Street.
Day

Location

Monday

Upper Hall

10.00am English Class

Tuesday,
Upper Hall
Wednesday,
Thursday

9.00am- Mothers and
11.30am Toddlers

Tuesday

2.00pm- Over 50’s
3.00pm Club

Upper Hall

Time

Group

