CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+Baptism of the Lord—12 January 2020
Enter Into the Lord’s Time
We live in successive moments. Jesus, Our Lord and Saviour, was
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and buried. On the third he rose again from the dead. The
Anointed One, Christ, lived in successive moments. We call this
understanding of time chronological, from the Greek word chronos.
There is something of this sense, the moment after moment,
one patient step after another, in the poem by Saint John Henry
Newman, Lead Kindly Light:
Lead, Kindly Light, amidst th’encircling gloom,
Lead Thou me on!
The night is dark, and I am far from home,
Lead Thou me on!
Keep Thou my feet; I do not ask to see
The distant scene; one step enough for me.
The Kindly Light of Christ enters overwhelmingly at Baptism. Christ,
at His Baptism, with His human will, lovingly embraced the One
Divine will to identify with our sinful nature. He Who has no sin
offered Himself, He accepted His mission as the Suffering Servant, so
poignantly prophesied by Isaiah (52-53). At Christ’s Baptism the
Father spoke, the Holy Spirit descended, and the Son obeyed in
joyful truth. There is one divine will in God: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. God Who is unchanging, outside of time, outside of chronos
floods our reality, our chronos, with the resplendent light of eternal
life that we might share this life with Him. Surely the words of Pope
Saint Leo the Great’s Christmas homily still echo in our hearts and
minds when he exhorts us, “Christian, remember your dignity”.
The Baptism of the Lord is a moment in time, in chronos, when the
the favourable time, the kairos is offered to us. Kairos is another
Greek word for time but its meaning refers to quality rather than to
quantity. Where chronos is measurable quantity, kairos points to a
quality of life, a new hope resplendent with grace. At His Baptism,
Christ humbled himself and in doing so continued to reveal God’s
love for humanity, for us. The grace of Christ, continually offered for
us, seeks to make us a new creation. Though always unworthy, God
wants to say to each of us, my favour rests on you.
Fr Ben

Mass Times:
Sunday
6.00pm (Saturday)
9.00 (Sung), 10.30 (Choir), 12.00
noon (Choir), 6.00pm
Weekdays
Mon, Tues, Weds, Fri:10.00
Thursday: 7.00pm
Saturday: 10.00
Rosary
After weekday Mass
Exposition
Weekdays 6.00am—12.00 noon,
6.00pm—12 midnight
(not school holidays)
Confessions
Saturday 10.30—11.00,
5.15pm—5.45pm
Music
Taverner - Mass O Michael
Hassler - Tribus miraculis
47 Songs of thankfulness
9 On Jordan's bank
48 The race that long

Sunday Readings
Year A –Volume 1 Page 119
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7
Psalm 28:1-4, 9-10 R.v11
Acts 10:34-38
Matthew 3:13-17
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Tea and Coffee after 9.00 and 10.30 Masses is
proving very popular and a lovely way for
parishioners to broaden their friendships. It
would be a great help to have more volunteers to
make the drinks especially after the 10.30 Mass.
Please sign up on the list at the back of the church
or tell Hanta of your willingness to do this great
service.
Church Cleaning Thank you to all those who
came along in Advent and helped to make the
church so pristine for Christmas. It would be
wonderful if we could keep on top of this by
having teams on a rota. Perhaps you might talk to
some of your family members and friends and get
a little group together when you could all meet
here for an hour or so? Please let Fr Kevin, Fr Ben
or Hanta know and when you’d like to do it so
that we can put the kettle on.
Altar Linen Thank you so much to those who
wash and iron the altar linen. We are always
looking for new volunteers to make this wonderful
contribution to the worthy celebration of Mass.

Sacrament of Confirmation 2020 Preparation of
our young people (in Year 9 or above and who
regular attend Mass at Our Lady’s ) will begin in
January 2020. If one or both of these suggested
conditions cannot be met, please make an
appointment with Fr Kevin or Fr Ben or Margaret
Wickware. Registration forms are available at the
back of the church. Please either hand your
completed form in at the parish office or scan and
email it (address on form) today to help us plan
our programme. Forms are also available on the
parish website (www.olsjw.org.uk).
Fr Lorenzo has dispelled the urban myth that only
women can multitask: between Fr Jeff leaving and
Fr Kevin arriving he was rector of Redemptoris
Mater Seminary and ran our parish. To show our
appreciation to him for this and his dedication to
Our Lady’s as assistant priest for so many years,
after he has celebrated the 12.00 noon Mass on
Sunday 2 February there will be a bring-and-share
lunch in the hall. There will also be the
opportunity after all the Masses this weekend and
next to make a contribution to a gift for him. I am
sure you will be as generous to this wonderful
priest as he has been to us. Thank you.

Growing in Faith The original parish project to
divide the presbytery into flats had to be
reconsidered when Fr Jeff and his family came to
live here. Now that there are two priests in
residence and the possibility of a seminarian
coming here it is still not a viable option. Therefore
we would like to change the parish project to the
creation of a fitting shrine to Our Blessed Lady.
While plans will be made public in due course,
should anyone have any objections to this change
they can either bring them to Fr Kevin or to
Fr David Evans who is responsible for the
allocation of funds. He can be contacted on email
via davidevans@rcdow.org.uk.
The Challenges and Hopes for the Church in
Vietnam A talk by Sister Emmanuel Bac Nguyen
on the persecution of people of faith in Vietnam.
Wednesday 15 January, 4.00pm-5.15 pm, The
Hinsley Room, Morpeth Terrace SW1P 1EP. All are
welcome and there is no charge. Contact John
Woodhouse 0790 8888 586 (by text) or email
woodhousesopten@btinternet.com for more
information.
Catholics returning to the Faith For those
interested in supporting this initiative, Landings,
through the The Agency for Evangelisation, is
offering Taster Days, the first on Saturday 18
January at 10.00am-2.00pm, Vaughan House,
SW1P 1QN. Please contact Warren Brown at
catadmin@rcdow.org.uk or 0207 798 9152 for
further information.
Churches Together in Westminster. The AGM is
on Monday 20 January, 6.00pm for 6.30pm, Hinde
Street Methodist Church, Hinde Street, London
W1U 3QJ. After the AGM a talk will be given by
Kevin Hyland OBE on the subject of modern
slavery and human trafficking.
Day

Location

Time

Group

Monday

Upper Hall

10.00am

English
Class

Tuesday,
Wednesday,
Thursday

Upper Hall

9.00am—
11.30am

Mothers
and
Toddlers

Tuesday

Upper Hall

2.00pm –
3.00pm

Over
50’s
Club

