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Mass Times: 

Sunday 
6.00pm (Saturday) 

9.00 (Sung), 10.30 (Choir), 12.00 
noon (Choir), 6.00pm 

Weekdays 
Mon, Tues, Weds, Fri:10.00 

Thurs: 7.00pm 
Sat: 10.00 

Rosary 
After weekday Mass 

 Exposition 
Weekdays 6.00am—12.00 noon, 

6.00pm—12 midnight  
(not school holidays) 

Confessions 
Sat 10.30—11.00,  
5.15pm—5.45pm 

Sunday Readings 
Year A –Volume 1 Page 85 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 71:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 

Romans 15:4-9 
Matthew 3:1-12 

Music  
 

Dufay - Missa Ave Regina  
Caelorum 
Willaert - Audite insulae  
9         On Jordan's bank  
152     Holy Virgin 
147     Hail, Queen of heav’n 

With the Holy Spirit and Fire 
Repentance is a moment of coming to one’s senses, like the prodigal 
son (Lk 15:17). It is as if the mist, which had previously obscured our 
ability to see clearly, vanishes and we now have a better grasp of 
ourselves. Our passions, feelings stirred up by a combination of  
situations and memories, have a powerful impact on our day to day 
living. Some of them are holy, beautiful, and inspiring, but others 
not so. Without grounding them in prayer, sound reason, and  
objective truth we can become their slave and behave in ways which 
cause discord and challenge the bonds of community. 
John the Baptist was preaching a baptism of repentance. He  
expected to see fruits flow from repentance (Mt 3:8), and was  
himself living a life of some austerity. Self-denial, repentance, and 
confession of sins are ways hallowed by time and example, which 
can encourage growth in humanity, accepting the bonds which hold 
us together. But John, being the greatest human prophet, tells us 
that this is not enough. Repentance alone is not enough. 
The overarching theme of Matthew’s Gospel is the “kingdom of 
heaven” (Mt 3:2). For us to begin the pilgrimage of being worthy for 
this kingdom, we need to be baptized by the Holy Spirit and “fire” - 
this has specific links with the eternal great day of Pentecost.  
Repentance needs to be placed within the context of the call to  
salvation, the call to holiness. Being a cultural son or daughter of 
Abraham or pursuing mortifications are ultimately without merit if 
they are not first a response to, a seeking of, the forgiveness of God, 
poured into us by the Holy Spirit, particularly at Baptism.  
The reading from Isaiah prophesies a messiah who will bring a new 
creation with the Holy Spirit. “The fear of the Lord is his breath” - 
does this not recall to us Jesus breathing the Holy Spirit over the 
Apostles and giving them the authority to forgive sins (Jn 20:22) or 
when on the cross He breathed His last for the salvation of all (Mk 
15:37)? Repentance is a necessary step but needs to be immersed in 
the forgiveness of God for it to bear holy fruits of wisdom and  
insight. This Advent as we joyfully “prepare a way for the Lord,” let 
us confess our sins with abandonment in the purifying fire of the 
Holy Spirit, at the Sacrament of Reconciliation.                    Fr Ben 



Day Location Time Group 

Monday Upper Hall 10.00am-

12.00pm 

English 

Class 

Tuesday, 

Wednesday, 

Thursday 

Upper Hall 9.00am-

11.30am 

Mothers 

and  

Toddlers 

Tuesday Upper Hall 2.00pm-

3.00pm 

Over 50’s 

Club 

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed  Virgin 
Mary is on Monday 9 December this year. There 
will be a sung Mass at 7.30pm. 

Tea/Coffee after the 9am and 10.30am Masses in 
the hall was a great success last week. Thank you. 
It is a good opportunity to spend time together. If 
you could even volunteer that would be super. 

Lecture on Newman’s Theology, Newman and  
Jesus as Saviour: a Biographical and Patristic 
Sketch lecture by Monsignor Roderick Strange,  
Professor of Theology at St Mary’s University,  
Tuesday 10 December, 7.15pm, followed by a  
reception at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of 
the Holy Family, Duke Street, London W1K 5BQ. 
For more information contact   
johnschrysostom@btinternet.com. 

Sacrament of Confirmation 2020. Preparation of 
our young people (in Year 9 or above and who  
regular attend Mass at Our Lady’s ) will begin in  
January 2020. If one or both of these suggested 
conditions cannot be met, please make an  
appointment with Fr Kevin or Fr Ben or Margaret 
Wickware. Registration forms are available at the 
back of the church. Please hand your completed 
form in at the parish office or scan and email it 
(address on form) by Tuesday 31 December to 
help us plan our programme. Forms are also  
available on the parish website www.olsjw.org.uk. 

Nativity Play rehearsal will take place on  
Saturday 21 December at 11:30am. If you would 
like your child to be involved as a shepherd or an 
angel (the Kings come later) contact Sister Brigid. 

Advent Retreat for Young Adults (18-30s) with the  
Assumption Sisters, Saturday 14 December, 10am-
5pm, with catechesis, prayer, confessions, and 
Mass. Milleret House, 23 Kensington Square W8 
5HN. Register at youth@assumptionreligious.org, 
020 7361 4755. Donation only. 

Education The Cardinal Vaughan Memorial 
School, Westminster Diocese, St Mary’s  
University, Newman Catholic College, St James’  
Catholic High School, and St Ignatius College will 
be hosting a day of lectures and seminars  
focusing on Outstanding Education in a Catholic 
School on Monday 6 January. Candidates who wish 
to attend are asked to complete the application 
form by Wednesday 11 December, to be found at 
https://www.cvms.co.uk/Teaching-School/CPD-
courses/ and return this to the  
teachingschool@cvms.co.uk. There is also a poster 
in the porch with more details.  

Cinema. The docudrama Love and Mercy about 
the extraordinary and wonderful life of Saint 
Faustina is showing on Tuesday 10 December at 
8.20pm, Swiss Cottage Odeon. https://
www.odeon.co.uk/films/
love_amp_mercy_faustina/18886/  

Talk on Human Rights in Israel and the West 
Bank,  The Hand of Moses - Promoting Justice in 
Times of Turmoil, Monday 9 December, The Liberal 
Jewish  Synagogue, 28 St John’s Wood Road, NW8 
7HA, 7.20pm. Please see the notice in the porch 
for further details. 

Collecting Stamps. Caritas Deaf Service collects 
old stamps to send to Macmillan Cancer Care. If 
are able to collect your stamps over the festive 
period and get them to your local Caritas Develop-
ment Worker by 12th January, that would be much  
appreciated.  Please cut round the stamps leaving 
a border of approximately 1cm. Your Caritas  
Development Worker is Minet Masho, Kingsland 
Hub: Our Lady & St Joseph Church, 100A Balls 
Pond Road, London N1 4AG. Many thanks. 

Eucharistic Ministers, Readers, and Servers over 
Christmas please write your names on the forms 
(back of the church or the servers’ sacristy)  if you 
are able to assist in these important areas. Thank 
you so much for your generosity. 

The Big Clean. Please bring a mop, brush, polish 
etc. and join Fr Kevin and Fr Ben after 10.00am 
Mass next Saturday 14 December to get the 
church ready for Christmas. Many thanks. 
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