CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+1st Sunday of Advent—1 December 2019
Move Over Fisher Price
The above-named company produce an “activity centre” for
children. Believe me, they’ve got nothing on us in St Johns Wood for
as you leave the church today it will be a hive of activity...I hope.
On the table opposite the repository (shop) are lists for our readers
and commissioned extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion to
indicate their availability for Christmas and the New Year.
You can also pick up a leaflet giving the times of confessions and
Masses from 15 December to 5 January, a reverse (giving) Advent
calendar to help those in need over Christmas, and drop your gift for
a prisoner’s child into the red box as part of “Operation Elf”.
But don’t go home straight away: after the 9am and 10.30am
Masses, come into the hall for a cuppa and a chat. And at the same
time as you’re relaxing, the wonderful UCM will be running Advent
and Christmas themed activities for children after the 9am Mass.
When you finally do get home at the end of all this I‘d ask you to
consider two things. Firstly, while I’ve found old cleaning rotas on
the parish computer I’m sorry to have missed the teams doing this
great work. Although it’s early for a “spring clean”, Fr Ben and I have
decided to give the church a blast after 10am Mass on Saturday 14
December. If you can join us, while we have a lot of cleaning stuff,
please bring a brush, or a mop and bucket, or a cloth and some
polish. And if someone has something that can reach the high
cobwebs, fantastic. At the end we’ll provide hot drinks and mince
pies in the presbytery so it can be a social event as well as work.
And even though it’s a while until Christmas, I’m sure you’ve noticed
the Christmas offering envelopes. In the past these donations were
your personal gift to the clergy. HMRC have stopped that but under
Church law, what you give in those envelopes can’t be taxed by the
Diocese: every penny you put in stays here. So please, especially if
you’re going away, do think about this Christmas gift for your parish.
And finally, thank you for your patience while the boilers were done.
There’s lots going on and much to do—to paraphrase the Scriptures,
“The parish priest giveth and the parish priest taketh away, ” so I do
hope his name will be blessed by your prayers as you and your loved
ones will be by mine for a happy and holy Advent.
Fr Kevin

Mass Times:
Sunday
6.00pm (Saturday)
9.00 (Sung), 10.30 (Choir), 12.00
noon (Choir), 6.00pm
Weekdays
Mon, Tues, Weds, Fri:10.00
Thurs: 7.00pm
Sat: 10.00
Rosary
After weekday Mass
Exposition
Weekdays 6.00am—12.00 noon,
6.00pm—12 midnight
(not school holidays)
Confessions
Sat 10.30—11.00,
5.15pm—5.45pm
Music
Palestrina - Missa de Feria
Byrd
- Laetentur coeli
264 Tell out my soul
5
Hark the glad sound!
1
Come, thou long-expected
Jesus
Sunday Readings
Year A –Volume 1 Page 82
Isaiah 2:1-2
Psalm 121:1-2, 4-5, 6-9
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24: 37-44
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Christmas Lunch Collection. The St John's Wood
Christmas Lunch Committee would like to thank all
the generous people who responded to
their appeal for funds (and drivers and volunteers)
at the Masses these last two weekends
which raised the splendid sum of £1551.68.
Sacrament of Confirmation 2020. Preparation of
our young people (in Year 9 or above and who
regular attend Mass at Our Lady’s ) will begin in
January 2020. If one or both of these suggested
conditions cannot be met, please make an
appointment with Fr Kevin or Fr Ben or Margaret
Wickware. Registration forms are available at the
back of the church. Please either hand your
completed form in at the parish office or scan and
email it (address on form) by 31 December to help
us plan our programme. Forms are also available
on the parish website (www.olsjw.org.uk).
Operation Christmas Elf. The SVP is organising a
collection of Christmas presents for prisoners to
give to their children. This is your last chance to
place a modest new toy or book in the large red
basket after Mass for a wonderful cause .

Tea/Coffee and Children’s Activities. Starting
today after the 9am and 10.30am Masses, tea and
coffee will be available in the hall. And after the
9:00am Mass today the UCM will be running
activities for children in the hall including wreathdecorating crating, colouring, stained glass window
making, and much more. Please make the most of
this opportunity to spend time together and share
ideas. If you can volunteer to help the hopeless
pair making the brews this weekend, even better.
The Year of the Word. A special Vespers will be
celebrated at Westminster Cathedral on Sunday 1
December, 3.30pm, with Bishop Paul McAleenan.
Nursery and Primary School Application Forms
For a priest’s reference, please contact the Parish
Office Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Friday,
9.30am-1.30pm, to make an appointment.
Scripture Study. Overview of the gospel of
Matthew with Fr Javier Ruiz-Ortiz, PhD and Sr
Monica Cardona STL, Tuesday 3 December,
7:00pm—8:30pm, Vaughan House, 46 Francis
Street, SW1P 1QN. Suggested donation £5 per talk.
Please register at livingfaith@rcdow.org.uk

St Edward’s Catholic Primary School Open Day, 4
December, 9.15am—10.15am. Please book an
appointment with the school office: 02077235911.
Mass, Adoration & Benediction, 5 December,
6.30pm, Corpus Christi Catholic Church, Maiden
Lane, WC2E 7NB. Celebrant: Fr Alan Robinson, KHS
(Rector of Corpus Christi); Preacher: Fr Julian
Large, CongOrat (Provost of the London Oratory).
Retreat lead by Sr Anne Walsh OP and Sr Karen
Marguerite d’Artois OP, Saturday 7 December,
10.00am—3.00pm, Vaughan House, 46 Francis
Street, SW1P 1QN. Suggested donation £15.
Registration required at livingfaith@rcdow.org.uk
Vintage Tea, Saturday 7 December, 2.00pm in the
parish hall with lots of scrumptious food and a
glass of bubbly. Tickets are £15 pounds and can be
purchased after Mass or from the repository. All
proceeds will be donated to various charities and
the church.
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary is on Monday 9 December this year. There
will be a sung Mass at 7.30pm.
“Newman and Jesus as Saviour: a Biographical
and Patristic Sketch” lecture by Monsignor
Roderick Strange, Professor of Theology at St
Mary’s University 10 December, 7.15pm, followed
by a reception at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral
of the Holy Family, Duke Street, Mayfair, London
W1K 5BQ. For more information contact
johnschrysostom@btinternet.com
Nativity Play rehearsal will take place on 21
December at 11:30am. If you would like your child
to be involved please contact Sister Brigid.
Day

Location

Monday

Upper Hall

Tuesday,

Upper Hall

Wednesday,

Time
10.00am-

English

12.00pm

Class

9.00am-

Mothers

11.30am

and

Thursday
Tuesday

Group

Toddlers
Upper Hall

2.00pm-

Over 50’s

3.00pm

Club

Cr
be

