CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe—24 November 2019
The King Restores Life
Successions of kings and queens follow a lineage which can be
traced back for many a generation, we need only explore our own
royal family to note their trajectory. Human societies have a need of
leadership, indeed as a race which cannot know everything, that
does not have all the answers, we do look to authority for help and
guidance.
King David is pivotal for the history of salvation, and takes over from
Moses as the dominant figure in the Old Testament. His importance
lies in the everlasting covenant from God which bestows upon him
and his heirs the status of son of God, universal high king. Through
this bestowal the People of God share in a divine filiation, albeit
indirectly. But let us take note that this Davidic covenant did not
relinquish the responsibility of kings from following divine law.
Another essential element of the Davidic covenant is the priestly
component: David is granted the privileges of acting both as king
and priest: let us not forget how he offered burnt and peace
offerings and blessed the people in the name of the Lord of hosts (2
Sam 6:18).
Here is one who was anointed to lead his people; to offer sacrifices
for his people; to proclaim the goodness and greatness of God. Still
the failings of David and his heirs led to a deep need for the truest
kingship, the kingship of God. God the Father is going to wed the
earthly line of Davidic kings with His divine kingship (Ezek 34:24-23).
And thus we arrive at the glory of St Paul’s letter to the Colossians.
Here we see the full divinity of the Son incarnated into human
history, Jesus, as prophesied by Holy Scripture in the line of David.
And how does Jesus, full of grace and truth, exercise His kingship?
Divine kingship includes proclaiming the kingdom of God (Prophet);
offering prayers and supplications to His Father with the greatest
offering being His very own human life for our sins (Priest). He
forgives those who welcome the goodness of God to heal their
hearts and minds. It re-establishes the relationship between God
and man lost by Adam. Marvel at His generosity, “today you will be
with me in paradise”. We, my dearest friends in Christ, are sharers in
this divine kingship. How are we going to exercise it?
Fr Ben

Mass Times:
Sunday
6.00pm (Saturday)
9.00 (Sung), 10.30 (Choir), 12.00
noon (Choir), 6.00pm
Weekdays
Mon, Tues, Weds, Fri:10.00
Thurs: 7.00pm
Sat: 10.00
Rosary
After weekday Mass
Exposition
Daily 6.00am—Midnight
(not August)
Confessions
Sat 10.30—11.00,
5.15pm—5.45pm

Music
Tallis - Missa Salve intermerata
Tallis - Mihi autem nimis
187 The Church's one
209 Christ is made
207 At the name of Jesus

Sunday Readings
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2 Samuel 5:1-3
Psalm 121:1-5
Colossians 1:12-20
Luke 23: 35-43
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Tea/Coffee. From Advent we are hoping to offer
tea and coffee after the 9am and 10.30am
Masses. It will be a good opportunity to spend
time together. Please do let the office know or sign
up at the back of the church if you are able to
volunteer. Many thanks.
Operation Christmas Elf. The SVP is organising a
collection of Christmas presents for prisoners to
give to their children. If you are able to give a
modest new toy or book, please place it in the
large red basket after Mass. Thank you so much.
Repository Offers We have beautiful 2020
planners created by Catholic Mothers UK to help
Catholic families organise their lives in our busy
world. It is packed with ideas for passing on the
Faith in the home through celebrations, recipes,
and inspirational quotations. 290 pages,
hardbound and £20. An ideal gift for a mother.

Children’s Activities with the UCM after 9.00am
Mass on Sunday 1 December in the hall
including wreath decorating, colouring, stained
glass window making, and much more.
Vacancies Sacramental Co-ordinator, Hitchin
Parish, 17.5 hrs/wk, closing date 2 December.
For vacancies visit https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk
Scripture Study Overview of the gospel of
Matthew with the study of some paradigmatic
passages. Lecturers Fr Javier Ruiz-Ortiz, PHD and Sr
Monica Cardona STL, Tuesday 3 December,
7:00pm - 8:30pm, Vaughan House, 46 Francis
Street, SW1P 1QN. Suggested donation £5 per talk.
Please register at livingfaith@rcdow.org.uk
St Edward’s Catholic Primary School Open Day 4
December, 9.15am -10.15am. Please book an
appointment with the school office: 02077235911.

Nursery and Primary School Application Forms
For a priest’s reference, please contact the Parish
Office on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Friday,
9.30am-1.30pm, to make an appointment. Thank
you.

Mass, Adoration & Benediction 5 December,
6.30pm, Corpus Christi Catholic Church, Maiden
Lane, WC2E 7NB. Celebrant Fr Alan Robinson, KHS,
Rector of Corpus Christi, Preacher Fr Julian Large,
Cong. Orat. Provost of the London Oratory.

Westminster Cathedral guided tour by art
historian Maria Cristina White de Cruz, Tuesday 26
November, 4.00pm, followed by Vespers and
Solemn Sung Mass at 5.30pm with celebrant Fr
John Scott. Tickets: https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/westminster-cathedraltour-and-celebration-of-the-eucharist-tickets70921043751?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

Vintage Tea Saturday 7 December, 2.00pm in the
parish hall with lots of scrumptious food and a
glass of bubbly. Tickets are £15 pounds and can be
purchased after Mass or from the repository. All
proceeds will be donated to various charities and
the church.

Red Wednesday, Champion of Faith to help
persecuted Christians and others - especially in
Syria, Iraq, Nigeria, Pakistan, and China. Wear
something red; light your parish or local landmark
red on Wednesday 27 November. For further
Iinformation please contact Catharine Crowson at
catharine.crowson@acnuk.org or on 020 8642
8668
Readers’ Recollection Morning Saturday 30
November, 10.00am-1.00pm, to contemplate our
ministry and prepare for Advent.
The Year of the Word a special Vespers will be
celebrated at Westminster Cathedral on Sunday 1
December, 3.30pm, with Bishop Paul McAleenan.

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Monday 9 December, on the (moved)
Solemnity there will be a sung Mass at 7.30pm.

Crib Offering This Christmas our Crib Offering will
be donated to the Catholic Children’s Society.
Day
Monday

Location

Time

Upper Hall 10.00am12.00pm

Tuesday,
Wednesday,

Upper Hall 9.00am11.30am

Thursday
Tuesday

Group
English
Class
Mothers
and
Toddlers

Upper Hall 2.00pm3.00pm

Over 50’s
Club

