CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C —17 November 2019
Home Alone
I heard on the radio that the above-named film was voted the people’s favourite Christmas film ever. Since I bear the lead character’s
name, let me assure you that neither I nor Fr Ben will suffer young
Mr McAllister’s solitude after 12 Noon Mass on 25 December. But
many people will be alone over the festive [sic] period.
Some weeks ago you heard the indomitable David Hogarth speaking
about the wonderful work of Neighbourcare St John’s Wood and
Maida Vale. He wasn’t asking for money but helpers. Many of you
volunteered to visit those who are alone. May God reward you for
your generosity in the midst of such busy lives.
Today David is asking for your financial help to provide the annual
Christmas Lunch at the Danubius Hotel for those who would otherwise have little company. I am sure you will be as generous to these
often elderly people as you were to the retired clergy of our diocese
recent weeks. Thank you in advance. And if you would like to help
those at the other end of the age spectrum have a merry Christmas,
members of our parish’s St Vincent de Paul Society 9who do similar
magnificent work to Neighbourcare) will be at the back of the
church today. This is because not everyone who has children can
just nip down the shops or order things online. One such group who
are restricted in their Christmas shopping are those in prison. And
many of them have children. So if you could by a small gift for a boy
or girl of a certain age and wrap it, speak to one of the members of
our SVP after Mass and they will ensure that a child who won’t see
their mum or dad at home on Christmas Day gets a gift from their
absent parent.
These are both wonderful things to be able to do as we all gear up
for the celebrations of our Blessed Lord’s birth. But in the midst of
our preparations, nothing goes down better than a cup of tea. We’d
like to begin to offer that in the hall after 9.00am and 10.30am
Masses on Sundays. If you can help on a rota basis, please contact
Hanta in the office or sign up on the list at the back of the church.
Finally, one Christmas staple is “Baby, it’s Cold Outside”. It is inside
too. But the new boilers are going in this week. So thank you for
your patience, understanding and your warmth. God bless. Fr Kevin

Mass Times:
Sunday
6.00pm (Saturday)
9.00 (Sung), 10.30 (Choir), 12.00
noon (Choir), 6.00pm
Weekdays
Mon, Tues, Weds, Fri:10.00
Thurs: 7.00pm
Sat: 10.00
Rosary
After weekday Mass
Exposition
Daily 6.00am—Midnight
(not August)
Confessions
Sat 10.30—11.00,
5.15pm—5.45pm

Music
Mouton - Missa Dictes moy
toutes voz pensées
Lassus Oculi omnium in te
sperant
183 Faith of our fathers
226 Jerusalem the golden
228 Jesu, the very thought

Sunday Readings
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Malachi 3:19-20
Psalm 97:5-9
2 Thessalonians 3:7-12
Luke 21: 5-19
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Tea/Coffee. From Advent we are hoping to offer
tea and coffee after the 9am and 10.30am
Masses. Please do let the office know or sign up at
the back of the church if you are able to volunteer.
Operation Christmas Elf. The SVP is organising a
collection of Christmas presents for prisoners to
give to their children. If you are able to give a
modest new toy or book, please see an SVP
member after Mass. Thank you.

Scripture from Scratch with Sister Anne Walsh,
OP on the theme “Living as if We Believed in God”,
Thursday 21 November, 7.30pm – 9.00pm
(refreshments from 7.00pm), Niland Conference
Centre, Rosary Priory, 93 Elstree Road, Bushey
Heath, Bushey, Herts, WD23 4EE. Suggested
donation is £5 per session. To register please
e-mail at bookings@nilandconferencentre.co.uk
or call 07746 707 247

Repository Offers. We have a beautiful 2020
planner created by Catholic Mothers UK to help
Catholic families organise their lives in our busy
world. It is packed with ideas for passing on the
Faith in the home through celebrations, recipes,
and inspirational quotes. It is 290 pages, hardbound and costs £20. An ideal gift for your mum.

Westminster Cathedral guided tour by art
historian Maria Cristina White de Cruz, Tuesday 26
November, 4.00pm, followed Vespers and Solemn Sung Mass at 5.30pm with celebrant Fr
John Scott. Tickets: https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/westminster-cathedraltour-and-celebration-of-the-eucharist-tickets70921043751?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

Nursery and Primary School Application Forms.
For a priest’s reference, please contact the Parish
Office on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Friday,
9.30am-1.30pm, to make an appointment.

Children’s Activities with the UCM after 9.00am
Mass on Sunday 1 December in the hall
including wreath decorating, card colouring ,stained glass window making, and much more.

Diocese of Westminster Education Service. An
evening for Catholic teachers and leaders working
outside of Catholic education, Tuesday 18
November, 6.30pm, Vaughan House. There is a
mentoring programme, for those considering
Catholic school leadership positions. See the
poster at the back of the church for more details.

Vintage Tea on Saturday 7 December at 2.00pm
in the parish hall with lots of lovely food plus a
glass of bubbly. Tickets are £15 pounds and can be
bought after Mass or from the repository. All
money raised by the UCM will be for various charities and the church.

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School Open
Evening, Wednesday 20 November, 5.30pm. If
you have a child who will turn 5 years old between
1 September 2020 and 31 August 2021, you are
welcome to attend. Although this meeting is aimed
mainly at parents applying to the reception class,
all prospective parents are welcome to attend.
Faith Matters Question Time. All are welcome to
an engaging evening on how Christians might
respond to “Responsible Business: how the
Financial Sector should Respond?”, on Wednesday
20 November, 6:45pm—8.45 pm, Farm Street
Church Hall, 114 Mount Street, W1K 3AH.
Recommended donation is £10 on the door.
Online advance booking via the Farm Street
Church Office: farmstreetoffice@rcdow.org.uk or
telephone 020 7529 4829

Readers’ Recollection Morning, Saturday 30
November, 10.00am-1.00pm, to contemplate our
ministry and prepare for Advent.
The Year of the Word. A special Vespers will be
celebrated at Westminster Cathedral on Sunday 1
December, 3.30pm, with Bishop Paul McAleenan.
Day
Monday

Location

Time

Upper Hall 10.00am12.00pm

Tuesday,
Wednesday,

Upper Hall 9.00am11.30am

Thursday
Tuesday

Group
English
Class
Mothers
and
Toddlers

Upper Hall 2.00pm3.00pm

Over 50’s
Club

