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Mass Times: 

Sunday 
6.00pm (Saturday) 

9.00 (Sung), 10.30 (Choir), 12.00 
Noon (Choir), 6.00pm 

Weekdays 
Mon, Tues, Weds, Fri:10.00am 

Thurs: 7.00pm 
Sat: 10.00am 

Rosary 
After weekday Mass 

 Exposition 
Daily 6.00am—Midnight  

(not August) 
Confessions 

Sat 10.30am—11.00am,  
5.15pm—5.45pm 

Sunday Readings 
Habakkuk 1:2-3;2:2-4 

Ps 94:1-2 Resp. 7-8 
II Tim 1:6-8,13-14 

Luke 17:5-10 

Music  
 
221 Guide me O Thou Great  
  Redeemer      
129   Soul of my Saviour           
235   Lead us Heavenly Father,  
  lead us 

My Other Self 
If you logged on to the parish website this week you will have seen a 
picture of your parish priest with a description next to it of the  
assistant priest’s life. I was flattered as it made me younger than I 
really am and made my life sound terribly exciting. Fr Ben is seeking 
legal advice for defamation of character or his face at least. 
Soon after I made my First Holy Communion we were at the 4pm 
weekday Mass our parish offered during Lent for parents and chil-
dren on their way home from school. As Fr Lynam approached the 
altar, despite my shocked mum’s best efforts to restrain her normally 
obedient eight year old, I squeezed out of the seat and followed the 
priest on to the sanctuary. Now before you think it was the liturgical 
equivalent of a pitch invasion, unknown to my mum, this kindly old 
pastor had subtly gestured to me to follow him. Thus began my  
glittering career as an altar server. 
In these more enlightened times, priests can’t act in such a way. 
Hence the current notice in our newsletter inviting existing servers 
and those who are interested in joining the ranks of these ministers 
to a meeting and training session on 19 October at 11.30am. 
What does it mean to be an altar server? On Friday I’m off to a con-
cert. The seats are right at the front so I’ll be close to one of my fa-
vourite singers. The tickets in that section are an astronomical price 
but fortunately I’ve known the bass player since we were children. 
But we all want to be as close to the action as possible and don’t 
mind paying for the privilege.  
Who wouldn't’ want to be so close to Christ made truly present on 
the altar at Mass? And for free? In the sacristy in Kenton there used 
to be a prayer for servers in the form of a poem. It began, “To be 
Christ’s page at the altar, to serve Him freely there, where even the 
angels falter, bowed low in reverent prayer”. Altar servers are within 
touching distance of Our Blessed Lord; they get to hear those beauti-
ful prayers of humility muttered by the priest: it is an honour not to 
be taken lightly. Indeed, I treasure in my heart the last verse: “God 
bless you lad forever...throughout life then endeavour God’s graces 
to employ, and be in heart forever a holy altar boy”. Or girl now.  
So if you’ve made your First Hoy Communion, think about it and pray 
to know if God is gently calling you to serve Him at the alar. Fr Kevin 



Saint Christina’s is a Catholic Prep School in St 
John’s Wood for girls and boys aged 3-11. Open 
Morning: Tuesday 8 October, 9.15am -11.00am, to 
meet our children and see our school in action. 
Please email us at office@saintchristinas.org.uk or 
telephone 0207 722 8784 to book your place. 

Day Location Time Group 

Monday Upper 7.30pm-

9.00pm 

SVP 

Tuesday Upper 2.00pm-

3.00pm 

Over 50’s 

Club 

Hall Events 

The Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School Open 
Evening for Year 12 (Sixth Form) admissions in 
September 2020 is on Tuesday 15 October. The 
Headmaster will speak at 5pm. Guided tours of the 
school will follow his speech. The last tour will be 
held at 6pm. 

Toddlers' Group will not meet on 8, 9, and 10  
October but it will meet during half-term. 

Certificates of Attendance for those who handed 
in their Mass attendance cards can be collected 
from the Parish Office on Monday, Tuesday,  
Thursday or Friday, 9.30am-1.30pm. Fr Kevin or Fr 
Ben may need to see you, for example, because of 
difficulty in reading the name of your child. 

Secondary School Apllication Forms. For a priest’s 
reference, please contact the Parish Office on Mon-
day, Tuesday, Thursday or Friday, 9.30am-1.30pm, 
to make an appointment. Many thanks. 

Readers’ Rota is available by the sacristy and 
Readers’ Recollection is on Saturday 30  
November, 10am-1pm, to prepare for Advent.  

English Class. A volunteer tutor is urgently  
needed on Monday mornings with the elementary 
group, preferably with teaching experience and/or 
ESOL qualifications. Contact Lois on 07761590240. 

Novena with Newman. Let us prepare for the  
canonisation of a great son of this country. From  
Friday 4 October, a decade of the Rosary and a 
prayer to the Saint will conclude Mass, daily. Come 
and share in this historic moment with prayer and 
grateful hearts. Deo gratias! 

Altar Servers, New and Old Training is on  
Saturday 19 October, 11.30am, followed by tea 
and coffee in the Upper Hall.  

Fathers & Sons is starting in Maida Vale. Each 
time, fathers and sons (6-9yrs) team up on various 
challenges. Next one Saturday 12 October. Con-
tact: Hubert Behaghel (behaghel@gmail.com).  

Young People. 'The Summit' is at Westminster 
Cathedral on Friday 18 October from 6.30pm-8pm, 
with reflections, worship music and Exposition.  
Speakers include Cardinal Nichols . All are very 
welcome. See https://dowym.com/events/the-
summit-westminster-cathedral/  for details. 

Social Justice and Peace Forum on “Poverty in the 
UK” and what we can do, as individuals, as parishes 
and as a diocese, on Saturday 12 October, 10.30am
-1.30pm (including a shared lunch) at Our Lady of 
Lourdes, New Southgate, 373 Bowes Road, London 
N11 1AA (very close to Arnos Grove station on the 
Piccadilly tube line) 

St Scholastica’s Retreat offers sheltered housing 
to practising Catholics aged 60 or over in 36 self-
contained flats for £491pcm . An open day is on 
Saturday, 19 October. For more information call 
the Warden: (01844) 344437 or 
Email:info@stscholasticas.co.uk or visit https://
www.stscholasticas.co.uk/ 

Masses of St John Henry Newman at the London 
Oratory, Sunday 13 October, 11am (with Te Deum) 
and Thursday 17 October, 6.30pm celebrated by 
the Cardinal. All are welcome to attend. 

Vacancies. An Assistant Director is required to 
manage the development of Caritas Hub networks 
in the diocese (closing date 14 October) and Jus-
tice and Peace Coordinator (closing date 25 Octo-
ber) Please visit  the website at https://
jobs.rcdow.org.uk/ to view all  vacancies.  

Next Sunday is the Solemnity of St Edward the 
Confessor. The readings are not in the books.  
Copies for readers are available by the sacristy. 
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