CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
The Birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary—8 September 2019
Déjà Vu All Over Again
Today the Church celebrates the birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary to
Saints Joachim and Anne. Her birth, infancy and early life are not
recorded in the Bible, but other documents and traditions describing
these things are quoted by some of the earliest Christian writers.
While these accounts are not as authoritative as the Bible, we are a
Church which is not built on scripture alone but also on tradition.
Thus, the Protoevangelium of James from this time describes Joachim (and Anne) as deeply grieved by their childlessness: “He called
to mind Abraham...that in the last day God gave him a son Isaac.”
And so they devoted themselves to prayer and fasting in-case their
lack of a child was a sign of God's displeasure with them.
However, the couple were blessed even more abundantly than
Abraham and Sarah: an angel revealed to Anne prophetically that all
generations would honour their future child: “The Lord has heard
your prayer, and you shall conceive, and shall bring forth, and your
seed shall be spoken of in all the world.” That sounds familiar...
After Mary's birth, Anne “made a sanctuary” in the girl's room, and
“allowed nothing common or unclean” on account of her special holiness. When she was one year old, her father “made a great feast,
and invited the priests, and the scribes, and the elders, and all the
people of Israel...and Joachim brought the child to the priests and
they blessed her, saying: 'O God of our fathers, bless this child, and
give her an everlasting name to be named in all generations. O God
most high, look upon this child, and bless her with the utmost blessing, which shall be for ever.'” That sounds familiar too...
Those “familiar” lines above show how the Annunciation and the
Magnificat prayer later in Mary’s life that we know from the Bible
were also part of her early life. So if her conception and birth had
such an effect on all those around her then, how much more they
should affect us centuries after the coming of her son? As St Augustine says, the birth of Our Lady was an event of “cosmic and historic
significance...through her birth, the nature inherited from our first
parents is changed." May Our Lady’s prayers help to cosmically
change each of us for the better. Happy feast to you all. Fr Kevin

Mass Times:
Sunday
6.00pm (Saturday)
9.00 (Sung), 10.30 (Choir),
12.00 Noon (Choir), 6.00pm
Weekdays
Mon, Tues, Weds, Fri:10.00am
Thurs: 7.00pm
Sat: 10.00am
Rosary
After weekday Mass
Exposition
Daily 6.00am—Midnight
(not August)
Confessions
Sat 9.30am—10.00am,
5.15pm—5.45pm
Sunday Readings (not in book)
Micah 5:1-4
Psalm 12:6-7 R: Is 61:10
Romans 8:28-30
Matthew 1:18-23
Music
Palestrina - Missa Benedicta es
Byrd Ave Maria
152
Holy Virgin, by God’s
decree
147
Hail, Queen of Heav'n
126
O Thou, who at thy
Eucharist didst pray
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If you are sick or in hospital, please make it
known to the ward staff that you are a Catholic so
that arrangements can be made for a Catholic
Chaplain to visit you. Please let Fr Kevin or Fr Ben
know if you are housebound, even if it is just
temporarily, so we can arrange to visit you.
Sticker Cards. The new sticker cards and stickers
are available from Fr Kevin and Fr Ben after Mass.
Altar Linen. Thank you so much to those who
washed and ironed the altar linen in the past. We
are organising the rota again and are hoping our
existing ones will continue (please let us know)
and new ones will join them in this vital work.
Sacramental Preparation (First Reconciliation
and First Holy Communion) 2019-20. Families are
invited to register for Sacramental preparation as
soon as possible. Our programme is designed as a
faith journey for children and parents to take
together - with full and on-going support from the
parish. Preparation is offered to families with
children in Year 3 or beyond in the current
Academic Year (2019/20), and who regularly
attend Sunday Mass at the Church of Our Lady.
Registration forms are at the back of the church
and can also be completed electronically on the
parish website (www.olsjw.org.uk). For further
information, please contact our Catechetical
Coordinator Margaret Wickware
margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament begins again
this week—it really does. I was a bit premature
last week—sorry. To sign up for the joy of an
hour’s watching with Our Blessed Lord, visit
ourlady.weadorehim.com or contact
michaelmuphy7531@gamil.com or see Fr Kevin
Choirs. On 14 September our choirs will be singing the 6:00pm Mass at Westminster Cathedral.
The choirs will also be singing in Florence 5—7 October if you would like a short musical break .
On Saturday 2 November, All Souls’ Day, there will
be a sung Requiem Mass at 6:00pm.
On Remembrance Sunday (10 November), the
10:30am Mass will be a Requiem for the Fallen.
On Monday 9 December, the (moved) Solemnity
of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, there will be a sung Mass at 7:30pm.

CAFOD Information Afternoon - Wednesday 18
September 2:30pm—4:00pm, Oakwood, North
London. CAFOD will be hosting a supporter’s
information afternoon with a guest speaker, Laura
Ouseley, who has first- hand experience of our
work overseas. Come and hear how CAFOD is
helping communities, thanks to your support. The
meeting will take place at CAFOD’s Volunteer
Centre, 1st Floor, Church of Christ the King, 29
Bramley Road, Oakwood, London, N14 4HE.
Bookings taken on 0208 449 6970 or e mail
westminster@cafod.org.uk
The Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School – Admissions for September 2020. Year 7 admissions:
Tuesday 17 September & Thursday 26 September
2019. The Headmaster will speak at 4:30 pm and
6:00 pm. Guided tours of the school will follow
each speech. Year 12 (Sixth Form) admissions:
Thursday 3 October and on Tuesday 15 October
2019. The Headmaster will speak at 5:00 pm.
Guided tours of the school will follow his speech.
The last tour will be held at 6:00 pm.
Support Victims of Modern Slavery Classical
Concert, St Mary’s Church (Cadogan Street),
Wednesday 25 September, 6:00pm.
In one of the hidden architectural treasures of
London, St Mary's Church, Cadogan Street, the
Janus Ensemble, alongside soloists Ariana Kashefi
(cello) and Oliver Wass (harp) will present an
evening of classical music, in aid of Caritas Bakhita
House & Saint John Of God Hospitaller Services.
Drinks and food will be provided during the
intermission. Tickets are available to purchase by
searching for the event on Eventbrite. https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/support-victims-ofmodern-slavery-classical-concert-tickets61926624200

Hall Events
Day

Location

Time

Group

Tuesday,

Upper

9:00am-

Toddlers

Wednesday,

11:30am

Thursday
Tuesday

Upper

2.00pm-

Over 50’s

3.00pm

Club

