
CATHOLIC 

CHURCH OF OUR LADY 
ST JOHN’S WOOD 

Mass Times: 

Sunday 
6pm (Saturday) 

9, 10.30 (Solemn 
High Mass), 12 & 

6pm 
 

Weekday 
Mon, Tues, 

Weds, Fri: 10am 
Thurs: 7pm 
Sat: 10am 

 
Rosary 

After weekday 
Mass 

  
Exposition 

Daily from 6am –
Midnight 

 
Confessions 
Daily before 

Mass 
Sat 9.30-10am,  

5.15-5.45pm 
Or daily before 

all  
Masses 

Weekly Newsletter                                                              4th SUNDAY OF EASTER  - 12th May 2019  

God’s Action in Us 

Have you ever wondered about the question surrounding God’s action in us and 

what that is like in our spiritual journeys? This is an important question for us. 

We are prone to fall, or actually walk into things that are contrary to God’s will 

for our lives. We feel that separation from Him when this happens and we easily 

recoil into ourselves hoping that our own guild or shame will cover for sins we have commit-

ted. This is that ancient heresy of Pelagianism that says we can save ourselves by pulling our-

selves up by our moral bootstraps until that time when we feel we have lost our ability to do 

this and guilt takes over. This is actually a functional atheism and God does not operate this 

way in our lives. When we are failing in our prayer lives and have very little time for God, this 

attitude can take shape in us as well. What do we do? It is important to remember some im-

portant points that we learn from Fr Jacques Philippe. He writes on this topic in several places 

that I wish to provide now: “What matters in mental prayer is not so much what we do, as what 

God does in us. — Time for God. 

“Now God is not the God of the dead but of the living, and his presence, being the presence of 

the living God, is active, life-giving, healing, and sanctifying. One can’t stand in front of a fire 

without being warmed, or stay in the sun without being tanned, and in remaining in God’s 

presence and letting him act in the depths of our being, we are doing what really counts. - Time 

for God. The secret actually is very simple. It is to understand that we can only transform reali-

ty fruitfully if we accept it first. This also means having the humility to recognize that we can-

not change ourselves by our own efforts, but that all progress in the spiritual life, every victory 

over ourselves, is a gift of God’s grace. 

Often we find it easier to love than to let ourselves be loved. Doing something, giving some-

thing, gratifies us and makes us feel useful, but letting ourselves be loved means consenting not 

to do anything, to be nothing. Our first task in mental prayer, instead of offering or doing any-

thing for God, is to let ourselves be loved by him like very small children. Let God have the 

joy of loving us. That is difficult, because it means having a rock-solid belief in God’s love for 

us. It also implies accepting the fact of our own poverty. Here we touch on something absolute-

ly fundamental: there is no true love for God which is not built on a recognition of the absolute 

priority of God’s love for us; there is no true love for God that has not grasped that, before do-

ing anything at all, we have first to receive. “In this is love,” St. John tells us, “not that we 

loved God, but that he loved us first” (1 Jn 4: 10).  

Accepting reality is the key point to allowing God to act in us because we come to the place 

where we see that we desperately need God to act in us and this can only begin when we spend 

time with Him in prayer. Let us pray for one another that we might become more open to 

God’s action of grace within us for all our needs. 

  



Sunday Readings (p268)                  

Acts 13:14, 43-52 
Psalm 99:1-3, 5 response v 3 

Apocalypse 7:9, 14-17 
John 10:27-30 

10.30am Music 
Ingeneri - Missa Supra Kyrie 

Secundi Toni 
Hassler - Surrexit pastor bo-

nus  
Hymns 

   209        Christ is made the 
sure foundation         
 
 200        All my hope on God is  
founded              

 
265        The King of love my 

shepherd is

 
 
 

Marriage Prep. 
Please see Fr Jeff 

Six months’ notice required 
Preparation obligatory 

 

Parish Office Hours 
Mon—Fri: 9.30 - 13.30  

(Closed on Wednesdays) 
 

Priest Training Fund Today is Good Shepherd Sunday, the day we pray 
for priests and for vocations to the priesthood. The annual collection for 
the Priest Training Fund will take place next weekend. This fund pays 
for the priestly formation of men for the Catholic priesthood. There are 
currently 45 men studying at Allen Hall seminary, 27 of whom are for our 
own Diocese, and last year eight men ordained to the priesthood to serve 
as our future priests. This fund also supports the ongoing enrichment and 
formation of our ordained priests. Your generous donation helps ensure 
we can support these men who are called to be like Christ the Good Shep-
herd. Donation leaflets are available in the back of the church. Please take 
one home, read the information, and bring it back next weekend with 
your donation. Please continue to pray for vocations and for our priests. 
You can donate online anytime at www.rcdow.org.uk/donations 
 

MINISTERS OF THE WORD Please note, THERE IS  A NEW READING    

ROTA, from May to October, for our Parish Readers, now available for 
collection by the Sacristy. Thank you all, for your contribution to Liturgi-
cal life, here in the Parish. 

Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School Internship Physics and Maths Un-
dergraduate Summer Internship Programme. The Cardinal Vaughan 
School will be running a four-week Physics and Maths internship pro-
gramme over the summer term offering undergraduate university stu-
dents the opportunity to be placed in a number of schools in West, East 
and North London. Participants will receive a £300 a week bursary for the 
4-week programme, a total of £1200. For further information and to apply 

go to BIT.LY/
CVMSINTERNSHIP2019 . 

If you are sick or in hospital, 
please make it known that you 
are a Catholic so that arrange-
ments can be made for a Catho-
lic Chaplain to visit you.  

Eucharistic Adoration: If you 
haven’t signed up for one hour 
of prayer a week before our 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, 
then Eastertide is a great spir-
itual platform to begin from. If 
you’ve fallen off from your usu-
al pattern and need to find your 
way back, you can always re-
turn.  

The Funeral Mass for Mrs Ray-
monde Longville was held in 
the Parish this week; please re-

member her and her family in your Prayers. Thank You.   

Collect 

Almighty ever-living 
God, lead us to share 
in the joys of heaven, 

so that the humble 
flock may reach 
where the brave 

Shepherd has gone 
before. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever.  
Amen  



Parish Hall Activities 

English Language Classes  

Mondays 10 am 

 Parent & Toddler Group   

Tues, Weds (Soft Play) 

Thurs (Music)   

Tuesday-Over 50’s Group  

2pm 

 

The Pope’s Prayer                     
Intentions for May 

The Church in Africa, a Seed of 
Unity. That the Church in Africa, 
through the commitment of its 
members, may be the seed of 

unity among her peoples and a 
sign of hope for this continent.  

Spouse’s Corner  

What makes the real 
difference is going an 

extra inch for each oth-
er every day, not an ex-
tra mile once or twice a 
year. Doing that extra 
something that makes 

our spouse’s day a little 
easier or brighter, 

choosing to make an 
affirming comment ra-
ther than a critical one. 
Here are two questions 
every married couple 
could ask themselves 

every day: “what have I 
done for my marriage 

today?” and “what can I 
do to make your day 
better?” If we each 

asked ourselves these 
two questions every 
day, and then an-

swered it with action, 
then we would be well 
on our way to making 
the daily investment 

needed for a flourishing 
marriage.                 

Catechist’s Corner                                                                                                

This weekend: FIRST HOLY COMMUNION  We are truly delighted that 
42 children will receive their First Holy Communion here on this weekend, 
over three Masses.  Please pray  that they will continue to grow closer to 
Christ as they journey in faith with their parish community.  We salute 
their parents who have journeyed with them to pass on the gift of  faith to 
their children.  

Anyone interested in Sacramental Preparation please contact Margaret 
Wickware at: margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk . 

Vocations Weekend for young women: Discernment and Vocation, 24-26 
May 2019 in Liverpool. The weekend is organised by the sisters, Faithful 
Companions of Jesus (FCJ). If you are wondering if God is calling you to 
religious life and would like to find out more why not come along?  You 
are welcome to stay for the weekend or just come along on Saturday for the 
day. There will be opportunity for prayer, reflection and input, chance to 
ask questions and to meet others who are also wondering where God is 
calling them. For more information contact Sr Lynne fcJ at 
lynnefcj@hotmail.com or visit our wesite: www.fcjsisters.org  

In this Month of May, Our Lady of Willesden Procession Today (Sunday 
12th May) Time: 3:30pm - 4:30pm Venue: Nicoll Rd, Harlesden, London 
NW10 9AX. A procession of Our Lady of Willesden will be held at the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Willesden, with preacher Fr Martin Plunkett. All are 
welcome to attend. 

Guardian Angels Easter Talks: ‘Five more saints facing critical challenges 
in the life of the Church', followed by Q&A sessions. Monday 13th May, 
talk given by Prof David 
d’Avray FBA on St Peter Dami-
an, the priesthood, and mar-
riage. Venue:  Access to Guard-
ian Angels Parish Hall is 
through the main entrance to 
Guardian Angels School in 
Lawton Road, off the Mile End 
Road, E3 4QS. 

Job Vacancies: Diocese of 

Westminster job opportunities: 

Please visit our website: 

https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/ 

 

 

mailto:margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk


SATURDAY  

11th May 

 Easter Feria 

 

- - - - - - -  

 

+ 4th SUNDAY OF EASTER - VIGIL 

Theresa Nathan RIP  
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

Sacrament of First Holy Communion 
Sacrament of First Holy Communion 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

SUNDAY  

12th May 

  (World Day of Prayer for Vocations )                                                                                                     

      +  4th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

09.00 
10.30 

12.00 
18.00 

Private Intention 
Henry Marshall RIP (4th Anniv) 
First Holy Communion 
Pilar Azcárraga Recently Deceased 

MONDAY   

13th May 

Easter Feria 

or Our Lady of Fatima  

08.00 Q 
10.00 

 
Waseem Intentions (Birthday) 

TUESDAY  

14th May 

 
 

 
Christopher Griffiths RIP (27 years)  

WEDNESDAY 

15th May 
 

 
Caroline Nathan RIP  

THURSDAY  

16th May 

Easter Feria 

 
 
For the People of Venezuela  

FRIDAY  

17th May 

Easter Feria 

08.00 Q 
10.00 
 

 
Elizabeth Loyall RIP 

SATURDAY  

18th May 

 St John I, Pope & Martyr  

- - - -  

+ 5th Sunday of Easter  - Vigil 

Stephens’Family Anniversary Intention  
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Elda Allievi RIP (Anniv) 

SUNDAY  

19th May 

  (Collection Priests’ Training Fund )                                                                                                     

      + 5th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

09.00 
10.30 

12.00 
18.00 

For the People of the Parish 
Violette and John Balfe RIP  
Alfonso Visconti RIP (Anniv)  
Hugo Alejandro Albornoz RIP 

                  All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World 

Parish Team 

Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel    

Parish Office Manager: Louise Allain 

Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins 

Director of Music: Martin Toyer 

Contact Information                                                        
Catholic Church of Our Lady,  St John’s Wood 

54 Lodge Road 
London, NW8 8LA 

stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk                                          
www.olsjw.org.uk 


