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Seeking God’s Mercy from THE Wounded God!

Pope Benedict XVI reminded us of the nature and source of God’s divine mercy
and that it flows from His very own woundedness for our sins. His mercy flows
from that woundedness and our own woundedness needs to have mercy flowing into the lives of
others who also need to experience God’s mercy from us. Let us give our attention to what Pope
Benedict pointed out to us.
In the Gospel passage for today we also heard the story of the Apostle Thomas' encounter with
the Risen Lord: the Apostle is permitted to touch his wounds and thereby recognizes him —
over and above the human identity of Jesus of Nazareth, Thomas recognizes him in his true and
deepest identity: "My Lord and my God!" (Jn 20:28). The Lord took his wounds with him to
eternity. He is a wounded God; he let himself be injured through his love for us. His wounds are
a sign for us that he understands and allows himself to be wounded out of love for us. These
wounds of his: how tangible they are to us in the history of our time! Indeed, time and again he
allows himself to be wounded for our sake. What certainty of his mercy, what consolation do his
wounds mean for us! And what security they give us regarding his identity: "My Lord and my
God!". And what a duty they are for us, the duty to allow ourselves in turn to be wounded for
him!
God's mercy accompanies us daily. To be able to perceive his mercy it suffices to have a heart
that is alert. We are excessively inclined to notice only the daily effort that has been imposed
upon us as children of Adam. If, however, we open our hearts, then as well as immersing ourselves in them we can be constantly aware of how good God is to us; how he thinks of us precisely in little things, thus helping us to achieve important ones. With the increasing burden of
responsibility, the Lord has also brought new assistance to my life. I repeatedly see with grateful
joy how large is the multitude of those who support me with their prayers; I see that with their
faith and love they help me carry out my ministry; I see that they are indulgent with my shortcomings and also recognize in Peter's shadow the beneficial light of Jesus Christ.
At this moment, therefore, I would like to thank the Lord and all of you with all my heart. I wish
to end this Homily with a prayer of the holy Pope, St. Leo the Great, that prayer which precisely
30 years ago I had written on the souvenir cards for my ordination: "Pray to our good God that
in our day he will be so good as to reinforce faith, multiply love and increase peace. May he render me, his poor servant, adequate for his task and useful for your edification, and grant me to
carry out this service so that together with the time given to me my dedication may grow.
Amen".
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all
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THANK YOU! I would like to express my heartfelt thanks for the kind
Easter cards and greetings from so many of you. Your love and generosity
to me is so moving to my heart and I am so very thankful. Happy Easter
to all of you and especially to those of you who are returning from your
travels. God bless! Fr Jeff
Thank You to all who so generously contributed to the new Neighbourcare Minibus, which has at last arrived!
Irish Chaplaincy is looking for a Chair for its Board of Trustees. For more
information go to www.irishchaplaincy.org.uk /click on News and scroll
down.

Eucharistic Adoration: If you haven’t signed up for one hour of prayer a
week before our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, then Eastertide is a great
spiritual platform to begin from. If you’ve fallen off from your usual pattern and need to find your way back, you can always return. I would like
to thank Michael Murphy for his hard work here and all that he does to
keep it going. Please do sign up because all of us need to be speaking to
God in prayer and there is no better place than in His very real presence
in the Sacred Host. Out of 1,000 people who come through our doors each
week, I pray that 50 people will sign up to pray for one hour a week! The
light is on and Jesus is waiting for you to visit Him.

Sunday Readings (p262)
Acts 5:12-6
Psalm 117:2-4, 22-27 Rsp v 1
Apocalypse 1:9-13, 17-19
John 20:19-31
10.30am Music
Palestrina - Missa Regina Caeli
Manchicourt - Regina cœli
letare
Hymns

201 All people that on Earth
do dwell
217 Firmly I believe and
truly
83 The strife is o'er the battle
won
Collect
God of everlasting mercy, who, in

Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School Internship Physics and Maths
Undergraduate Summer
Internship Programme.
The Cardinal Vaughan
School will be running a
four-week Physics and
Maths internship programme over the summer term offering undergraduate university students the opportunity to
be placed in a number of
schools in West, East
and North London. Participants will receive
a £300 a week bursary for the 4-week programme, a total of £1200.
For further information
and to apply go to
BIT.LY/
CVMSINTERNSHIP2019 .

the very recurrence of the paschal
feast kindle the faith of the people you have made your own, increase, we pray, the grace you
have bestowed, that all may grasp
and rightly understand in what
font they have been washed, by
whose Blood they have been redeemed. Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever.
Amen.

Marriage Prep.
Please see Fr Jeff
Six months’ notice required
Preparation obligatory
Parish Office Hours
Mon—Fri: 9.30 - 13.30
(Closed on Wednesdays)

Parish Hall Activities
English Language Classes
Monday 10am
Parent & Toddler Group
Tues, Weds (Soft Play)
Thurs (Music)
Tuesday-Over 50’s Group
2pm
The Pope’s Prayer
Intentions for April
For doctors and their
humanitarian collaborators
in war zones, who risk their
lives to save the lives of
others.

Spouse’s Corner
The reminder from Easter is
that we are not called to
live in a state of disrepair
and dysfunction. That is not
Gods desire for our marriage and Easter reminds us
that is not where we must
reside. Resting in this state
is not why Christ sacrificed
his life to redeem us. We
were born for, and called
to, much greater things
than that. The reality is that
as a married couple, we are
faced with two fundamental
choices every day, every
month, every year and in
very season of our marriage. To wilfully choose to
proactively live our marriage as our vows invited, or
reactively ‘go with the flow’
and let the process of being
married dictate the outcome. The cumulative effect
of living under those two
choices are profound, and if
we recall the garden analogy then it should be
obvious.

Anyone interested in Sacramental Preparation please contact Margaret
Wickware at: margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk .
Lifefest 19—11th May Once again as the summer rolls in, the UK is having its March for Life, walk of witness for the thousands of unborn children killed in
abortion. Last
year’s success of
moving the venue from Birmingham to London
meant hundreds
more could attend. The day
starts with
events from 9.30
onwards at the
Emmanuel
Centre (SW1P 3DW) and Westminster Church House (SW1P 3BN). There
are keynote speakers, educational workshops, live music, pro-life merchandise, pro-life kids corner (face painting, crafts, games), selfie stands and
more. This does need registration and some of it is ticketed, so you need to
go to https: www.marchforlife.co.uk/lifefest-19/ . In the afternoon is the
March for Life, which starts at 2pm, and needs no registration, just turn
up! Leaving from the back of Westminster Church House (SW1P 3BN).
One of this year’s special speakers will be Obianuju Ekeocha, who many
of you will know from social media. Leaflets are available at the back of
the Church.
Guardian Angels Parish Eastertide Talks 7:30pm - 9:15pm, Venue: Guardian Angels Parish Hall, E3 4QS. There will be five Monday evening talks on
'Five more saints facing critical challenges in the life of the Church' followed by Q&A sessions, starting from
Monday 29th April and ending on
Monday 27th May. Talk for Monday
29th April: Fr David Lees PhL STL on
St Iraneus and Gnosticism. (Access to
Guardian Angels Parish Hall is
though the main entrance to Guardian Angels School.)
If you are sick or in hospital, please
make it known that you are Catholic,
so that arrangements can be made for
a Catholic Chaplaincy to visit you.
Job Vacancies: Diocese of Westminster, please visit our website: https://
jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

EASTER SATURDAY
27th April
Saturday within the Octave of Easter
--+ SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER - VIGIL
(or of DIVINE MERCY)
SUNDAY
28th April
+ SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
(or of DIVINE MERCY)
MONDAY
29th April
St Catherine of Sienna, Virgin & Doctor

Private Intention
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Mass for the Sick
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

Zuhair Intentions (Birthday)
For the People of the Parish
Gordon Family’s Unborn Baby
Jelicic Family RIP

08.00 Q
10.00

For the Holy Souls in Purgatory

TUESDAY
30th April
ST GEORGE, Martyr, Patron of England

Mass in Thanksgiving

WEDNESDAY
1st May
Easter Feria or St Joseph the Worker

Private Intention

THURSDAY
2nd May
St Athanasius , Bishop & Doctor
FRIDAY
3rd May
Ss PHILIP and JAMES, Apostles
(Friday Abstinence)

For the People of the Parish

08.00 Q
10.00

SATURDAY
4th May
The English Martyrs
--+ 3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER - VIGIL
SUNDAY
5th May
+ 3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER

Maureen Cronin RIP

Holy Souls
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Raymonde Longville Recently Deceased
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

For the People of the Parish
Maria Gomez RIP (10th Anniv)
Angela Scouller RIP
Ursula Duric RIP

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World

Contact Information
Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood
54 Lodge Road
London, NW8 8LA
02072863214
www.olsjw.org.uk
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Team
Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel
Parish Office Manager: Louise Allain
Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins
Director of Music: Martin Toyer
Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware

