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4th SUNDAY IN LENT - 31st March 2019

Behold Your Mother; Behold Your Son

Today we are in keeping with Tradition and begin to feel the weight of Lent and yet
a lifting of the weight as Our Blessed Mother comes to assist us in our journey. Om
this Mothering Sunday, the Fourth Sunday in Lent, we turn our attention to Mary at
the foot of the Cross. She offers her maternal mediation at the foot of the Cross for her Son and
all of her children who are birthed at that nuptial offering of Jesus’ sacrificial act of loving giving his whole self on behalf of the world. He is the bread broken and the wine outpoured and our
Blessed Mother ponders all of this in her pierced heart for Jesus and each of us. J.A. Loarte from
the Opus Dei site shows us the beauty of Mary’s mediatorial role for us during Lent, the Passion, Resurrection and beyond.
“Recent studies in Mariology stress (as the ordinary magisterium of the Church has also affirmed) that we have before us here a “revelation scene" typical of the fourth Gospel, the
“Gospel of signs" par excellence. Jesus addresses his Mother as “woman," as at Cana of Galilee,
and says with reference to the beloved disciple: W oman, behold your son! (Jn 19:26). Then
looking at John, Christ says: Behold your mother! (Jn 19:27).
Mary is the new Eve who, united to the new Adam and subordinate to Him, is called to incorporate her maternal mediation into the work of the redemption.
Neither Mary nor John is addressed by their name. Mary is the new Eve who, united to the new
Adam and subordinate to Him, is called to incorporate her maternal mediation into the work of
the redemption. And the evangelist is present there as the faithful disciple, representing all those
who will come to believe in Christ until the end of time. Our Lord's words—words of God and
therefore creative words like those at the beginning of the world—do what they signify. From
that moment, Mary is made Mother of all who will come to the Church: Mater Ecclesiae, as Paul
VI called her at the close of Vatican Council II. Her womb will be fruitful with a new motherhood, one that is spiritual but real. And it will be a painful one, because the prophecy of the old
man Simeon is being fulfilled to the letter: a sword will pierce through your own soul also (Lk
2:35).
Moreover, in the disciple's heart the awareness arose that he was truly a child, a brother of Jesus
and son of the same Mother. Thus as John adds: from that moment, the disciple took her into his
home (Jn 19:27). That is, he welcomed her into his interior life, as a true Mother, counting her
among his most precious goods. From then until the moment of the Holy Virgin's Dormition
(her “falling asleep in the Lord"), John would never be separated from her.
Only after giving the disciple to the Mother, and the Mother to the disciple, could Jesus say that
everything is consummated, as St. John expressly tells us. After saying “I thirst," to fulfil the
Scriptures (a thirst above all for souls), Jesus cries out in a loud voice: consummatum est!, everything is fulfilled. A nd bowing his head, he gave up his spirit (Jn 19:30).”
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Thank You! I would like to write this personal note of thanks to all of

Sunday Readings (p168)

you who have been so very kind for the celebration of my 50th birthday.
I’m especially thankful to the small organisation team who made this happen. I love you all very much and wanted to say a BIG thank you for loving me. God bless! Fr Jeff

Joshua 5:9-12
Psalm 33.2-7 Rsp v 9
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

Aid to the Church in Need John Ravi, area secretary for Aid to the
Church in Need will be making an appeal at all Masses this weekend,
and there will be a Second Collection. Please be generous. Aid to the
Church in need is a Pontifical charity which works in 140 countries, helping persecuted and oppressed Christians around the world through prayer, information and action. At the moment it is involved in the frontline works in Syria and Iraq where displaced families are still living under
threat of violence and unable to return to their homes.

10.30am Music

New Offertory Envelopes - parishioners who currently
use them, kindly collect your new envelopes from the back of the church.
They are in alphabetical order and allocated by Gift Aid or Planned Giving. These green envelopes are not valid until the weekend of 6/7
April, please do not use them earlier. Thank you. If you wish to start using offertory envelopes or prefer to make your offertory by bank standing
order, please complete a request form available on the table at the back of
church and hand it to the priest after Mass. A box of envelopes for those
who request them will be ready to collect next weekend.

Missa Voce mea—Ingegneri
Hymns

my
shepherd is
Collect
O God, who through your
Word reconcile the human race
to yourself in a wonderful way,
grant, we pray, that with

Stations of the Cross With a few weeks of Lent still left, please do try and
make time to attend this Devotion. (Fridays 5.15pm—5.45pm).
Standing Together The Cardinal writes: On Saturday 6 April 2019, I will
be taking part in a Rally in Trafalgar Square under the heading ‘Standing
Together’. The Rally runs
from 2.00-4.00pm. It will
focus first on the tragic consequences of knife crime,
sharing a lament with those
who have suffered the loss
of life of a loved one and
now carry a burden of great
sorrow. Then it will proclaim the goodness of so
many young people and
give forth a voice of hope,
much needed at this time.
Daffodils Thank you! To
Ronald P Sherry & Son Funeral Directors for the wonderful gift of daffodils for
all our Mothers, for
Mother’s Day. Enjoy!

prompt devotion and eager
faith the Christian people may
hasten toward the solemn celebrations to come. Through Our
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Baptism Prep
6th April / Lower Hall
Marriage Prep.
Please see Fr Jeff
Six months’ notice required
Preparation obligatory
Parish Office Hours
Mon—Fri: 9.30 - 13.30
(Closed on Wednesdays)

Parish Hall Activities
English Language Classes
Monday 10am
Parent & Toddler Group
Tues, Weds (Soft Play)
Thurs (Music)
Tuesday-Over 50’s Group
2pm
The Pope’s Prayer
Intentions for March
Evangelization: Recognition of
the Right of Christian Communities. That Christian communities,
especially those who are persecuted, feel that they are
close to Christ and
have their rights respected .

Spouse’s Corner
Marriage is the cradle, not
the cemetery, for our
dreams and personal fulfilment. Yes, marriage will
change you, it’s supposed
to! And therefore, it will
likely change your goals.
But this is a good thing!
Bucket Lists that serve only
you at the expense of your

spouse or children won’t
bring you together and will
ultimately lead you into a
life of emptiness. Build your
Bucket List around each
other and your family and
you will have one that enriches both yourself and

those you love.

Catechist’s Corner:

Do we come to Mass longing for Holy Communion? Do we come to
Mass joyfully preparing for Communion with our Lord and Saviour? How
do we prepare for this celebration? How important is the Dismissal at
Mass? Did you realise that it is actually a call for
YOU to do something? Dr. Ed Sri's series - A Biblical Walk through the Mass continues: ALL ARE
MOST WELCOME! Sunday afternoon at 4pm 5:30pm in the Upper Hall. PLEASE BRING A
BIBLE if you can. NOTE: If you were not able to
attend and would like the handout via email, please contact Margaret at
margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk and she will gladly send you a copy.
Anyone interested in Sacramental Preparation please contact Margaret
Wickware at: margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk .
Good Friday Procession As in recent years there will be a Diocesan, Good
Friday Procession on 19th April; it is a walk of Witness for Our Lord’s Crucifixion, and is an interfaith event. If you wish to attend this event, it assembles at 11.45am outside the Methodist Central Hall in Westminster and
processes to Westminster Cathedral and Westminster Abbey.
The Passage has been raising funds through the Big Give since Tuesday
19th March onwards; the scheme finishes at 12 noon Monday 1 April .
This appeal will support its work with homeless people moving from
Street to Home. Double your Donation, Double your impact. This is a
matched giving scheme for online donations. If someone (can be company,
individual or trust) gave £10 online
matched giving of £10 would bring
the Gift up to £20 (and for individuals to £22.50 with Gift Aid with higher rate tax relief it may cost the donor less than £10). For more information ring Andrew Hollingsworth
020 75921856 andrew.h@passage.org.uk Donate at
www.thebiggive.org.uk/
thepassage2019
Job Vacancies: If you or your friends
and family are looking for a new opportunity the Diocese of Westminster, please visit our website:
https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

SATURDAY
30th March
Lent Feria
--4th SUNDAY OF LENT VIGIL
SUNDAY
31st March
4th SUNDAY OF LENT
(LAETARE SUNDAY)
MONDAY
1st April
Lent Feria

Jean Claude Sapim & Suzanne Sapim Intentions
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sacrament of Reconciliation
The Crowe Family RIP
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

Mary Dineen Intentions
For the People of the Parish
Private Intentions
Ursula Duric RIP

08.00 Q
10.00

Smith Family Intentions

TUESDAY
2nd April
Lent Feria or St Francis of Paola, Hermit

Abbey’s Intentions (Birthday)

WEDNESDAY
3rd April
Lent Feria

Michael Murphy & Family Intentions

THURSDAY
4th April
Lent Feria or St Isidore, Bishop & Doctor
FRIDAY
5th April
Lent Feria or St Vincent Ferrier, Priest
(Friday Abstinence)

Nicholas and Jela Babic RIP
08.00 Q
10.00
17.15
Stations +

SATURDAY
6th April
Lent Feria
--5th SUNDAY OF LENT VIGIL
SUNDAY
7th April
5th SUNDAY OF LENT

For the People of the Parish

Holy Souls
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Hagenbucher Family RIP
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

Mass in Thanksgiving
Buckovecky Family Intentions
For the People of the Parish
George Duric RIP

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World

Parish Team
Contact Information
Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood
54 Lodge Road
London, NW8 8LA
02072863214
www.olsjw.org.uk
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel
Parish Office Manager: Louise Allain
Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins
Director of Music: Martin Toyer
Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware

