CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF OUR LADY
ST JOHN’S WOOD
Weekly Newsletter

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD– 13th January 2019

The Meaning of Emmanuel and My Future
Today officially marks the end of the Christmas Season for us in the Church. However,
prior to Vatican II the season officially ended on the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus or
Candlemas. This is why the cribs in the church stay present until the 2nd of February. We
will have ours available for devotion until the Feast of the Presentation. For most of Western Society, the
season of Christmas ended on 26 December. I saw Christmas trees on the pavement to be thrown away
on the 26th and 27th of December as I walked around. As you will see that we still have ours up in the
church this weekend. This rhythm that the Church sets out for us is important for us to consider as She is
trying to teach us something about the love of God in Christ Jesus that our busy lives easily dismiss too
quickly. Ponder these things in your hearts a bit longer and see the surprises of grace just around the corner. The following is taken from Meditations for A dvent by Jacques-Benigne Bossuet. As we close off
Christmas, let us look back with love and gratitude with who we received once again this Christmas.
“If we understand the significance of this name Emmanuel, we will find it includes the notion
of Saviour. For what is a Saviour unless one who takes away sin, just as the angel said? Yet with sins
having been taken away and there no longer being any separation between God and us, what remains
other than our perfect union with God?
We are, then, perfectly and eternally saved, and we recognize in Jesus, the one who saves us, a true Emmanuel. He is the Saviour because in him God is with us. He is God united to our nature. Having been
reconciled with God, we are lifted up by grace to be one in spirit with him.
This is the work done by the one who is both what God is and what we are: God and man together. “In
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them” (2 Cor.
5:19). Thus God is with them because they no longer have their sins.
This would be nothing, however, were God not also, at the same time, to prevent them from committing
new sins. In the style of Scripture, to say that God is with you means that God protects you. God helps
you, and with so powerful an assistance that your enemies will not prevail against you. “They will fight
against you,” says the prophet, “but they shall not prevail against you, for I am with you” (Jer. 1:19). Be
with us, O Emmanuel, so that, after the pardon of our sins, when their pernicious attractions and temptations return, we will remain victorious.
Is this the extent of the grace of our Emmanuel? No. Here is a higher one, the final one of all: he will be
with us in eternity, when God will be “everything to every one” (1 Cor. 15:28). He will be with us, to
purify us from our sins; with us, to lead us to the life entirely free from sin.
Here, says Saint Augustine, are three degrees through which we pass in order to gain the salvation we are
promised in the name of Jesus and the perfect grace of divine union through our Emmanuel: happy, not
only when we will no longer falter under the yoke of our sins, but when we will be free of the temptations that imperil our deliverance!

“O Jesus! O Emmanuel! O Saviour! O God with us! O victor over sin! O mediator of divine union! With faith I await this blessed day on which you will receive the name of Jesus, the day on
which you will be my Emmanuel, always with me, who live amid so many temptations and perils. Protect me with your grace, unite me to yourself, and may all that is in me be subject to your
will.”

Lack of trust in
what
God’s
grace can do in
our lives, and
what we can do
with his help,
leads
to
a
shrinkage of the
heart, a lessening of charity.—
Fr
Jacques
Philippe

Mass Times:
Sunday
6pm (Saturday)
9, 10.30 (Solemn
High Mass), 12 &
6pm
Weekday
Mon, Tues,
Weds, Fri: 10am
Thurs: 7pm
Sat: 10am
Rosary
After weekday
Mass
Exposition
Daily from 6am –
Midnight
Confessions
Daily before
Mass
Sat 9.30-10am,
5.15-5.45pm
Or daily before
all
Masses

A VERY BIG THANK YOU! I would like to take this opportunity to wish
all of you a very Happy New Year and most of all to say THANK YOU! for
all the cards and generosity to me over the Christmas period. What was
most moving was to read so many of the words from you all of your love,
support and appreciation of our parish and its work. I am truly a blessed
man and humbled to be able to serve you as your Parish Priest. Thank you
for your support and love of me during the years I have been here. I pray
that we have many more happy days and years together and I do pray for
all of you and ask that you pray for me too. With love, prayers and good
wishes for 2019 and beyond, Father Jeff.
Office Volunteers-Fr Jeff has interviewed candidates and has offered the
post of Office Manager to a person who will be communicating with him
on Monday as other communications needed to take place first. Not having an exact starting date as of yet, Fr Jeff is in need of help in the office
with answering the phone and emails until the new person begins, hopefully in a few weeks. If you have a desire to help out in this area and are
good on the computer and phone, please see Fr Jeff to let him know when
you are available and he can help get you started. Thank you for your kind
consideration and patience until we get the new person on place.
Who is Jesus? His Life, His Land, His Time Newly published book for
children that is full of interesting information and beautiful
illustrations to learn about Jesus and the times in which he
lived. What was his house like? How did he pray? What did
Jesus and
his disciples eat
and wear?
What did the temple in
Jerusalem look
like? £15
Also in stock: Youcat
for Kids £10, Picture
Bible £10

Sunday Readings (p.118)
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 24-25, 2730
Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22
10.30am Music
Palestrina - Missa Ecce Ego
Iohannes
Handl - Tribus miraculis
Hymns
47 Songs of thankfulness and
praise
9 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry
48 The race that long in darness pined

Collect
Almighty ever-living God,
who, when Christ has been
baptized in the River Jordan
and as the Holy Spirit descended upon him, solemnly
declared him your beloved
Son, grant that your children
by adoption, reborn of water
and the Holy Spirit, may always be well pleasing to you,
Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives
and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever.

Amen
Baptism Prep
2nd Feb, 2-4pm
Marriage Prep.
Please see Fr Jeff
Six months’ notice required
Preparation obligatory
Union of Catholic Mothers
21st January at 8pm
Parish Office Hours
Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30

Parish Hall Activities
English Language Classes

Monday 10am
Parent & Toddler Group
Tues, Weds (Soft Play)
Thurs (Music)
Tuesday-Over 50’s Group
2pm
The Pope’s Prayer
Intentions for January:
Evangelization – Young People
That young people, especially in Latin America, follow
the example of Mary and respond to the call of the Lord
to communicate the joy of
the Gospel to the world.

Spouse’s Corner
The Liturgy of the Eucharist, though it is accompanied by the words of consecration, the most powerful
part of the mystery is taking place in actions, that is,
physically. Christ gives his
body and blood to us in a
physical way in the Eucharist. And we call it
‘communion’, because just
like intimate communication, through participation,
we become one with
Christ. If you find it difficult
to feel connected to what is
going on at Mass, remember that like a marriage,
our faith is a relationship –
a relationship with God.
And just as our marriages
need our attention in both
verbal and physical communication, so also does
our faith.

The Sacrament Of Confirmation completes the graces received at Baptism.
At Baptism, we become a child of God and at Confirmation, Our loving Father deepens his commitment, his bond with each one of us. Forms for
preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation are available at the back of
the church and as well, our parish website. Candidates are required to be
in Year 9 this academic year and to be regular worshipers at Church of Our
Lady. For further information, please contact, Margaret Wickware margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk
A perfect Gift for Mum! The beautiful planner is packed with ideas for
passing on the faith in the home. The Planner contains: 2019 diary - week
to a double page spread, activities for all the family connected to the liturgical year, inspirational quotes from Saints and scripture
for each week, reminders for important Saints' days,
Sunday reading references, prayers section with new
and classic prayers to learn and recite with all the family, Recipes for feasts, Saints' days and special times of
year and much, much more! See a copy in the Repository and order yours today! £20
On 9th January at 10.22am, Fr Jeff welcomed the newest member of the
family, his 1st grandchild Jacob James Tring, born 7lbs14oz, a healthy baby
boy!
Foundation Governors Needed at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School. We
have plenty of
Parent Governors
but are in need of
several new
Foundation Governors. Please see
Father Jeff if you
are interested.
Thank you!

SATURDAY
12th January

Holy Souls
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Christmas Feria

--THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD VIGIL
SUNDAY
13th January
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
MONDAY
14th January

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Desmond McKenzie
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

For The People of the Parish
Leove Hilda T. Ponciano RIP (Anniv.)
Mary Ball RIP (Birthday Remembrance)
Ricardo Mede Amora RIP

08.00 Q
10.00

Theresa Nathan RIP

Feria

TUESDAY
15th January

Anita Shafel (Health)

Feria

WEDNESDAY
16th January
Feria

Mary Ball RIP (Birthday Remembrance)

THURSDAY
17th January

Holy Souls

St. Anthony, Abbot

FRIDAY
18th January

08.00 Q
10.00

Zuhair (Intentions)

Feria

SATURDAY
19th January

Holy Souls
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Feria

--2nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL
SUNDAY
20th January
2nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Kitty Flynn
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

Dick Barratt
Aida Kassir RIP (Anniv.)
Chief Sonny Iwedike Odogwu RIP \
For The People of the Parish

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World

Contact Information
Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood
54 Lodge Road
London, NW8 8LA
02072863214
www.olsjw.org.uk
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Team
Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel
(Parish Office Manager)
Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins
Director of Music: Martin Toyer
Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware

