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ST JOHN’S WOOD 

“Only if people 

change will the 

world change; and 

in order to change, 

people need the 

light that comes 

from God, the 

light ,which so un-

expectedly [on 

Christmas night] 

entered our night.” 

Benedict XVI 

Mass Times: 

Sunday 
6pm (Saturday) 

9, 10.30 (Solemn 
High Mass), 12 & 

6pm 
 

Weekday 
Mon, Tues, 

Weds, Fri: 10am 
Thurs: 7pm 
Sat: 10am 

 
Rosary 

After weekday 
Mass 

  
Exposition 

Daily from 6am –
Midnight 

 
Confessions 
Daily before 

Mass 
Sat 9.30-10am,  

5.15-5.45pm 
Or daily before 

all  
Masses 

 

Weekly Newsletter                                                                 THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD– 6th January 2019  

May Christ Bless This House! 

On the Feast of the Epiphany, the family gathers to ask God’s blessing on their home and 
on those who live in or visit the home. It is an invitation for Jesus to be a daily guest in our 
home, our comings and goings, our conversations, our work and play, our joys and sor-
rows. 

A traditional way of doing this is to use chalk to write above the home’s entrance. It can also be written 
somewhere inside the home. 

20 C+M+ B +19 

The letters C, M, B have two meanings: 
• They are the initials of the traditional names of the three magi: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. 
• They also abbreviate the Latin words Christus mansionem benedicat, “May Christ bless the house.” 

The “+” signs represent the cross and 2019 is the year. 

Here’s a suggested format for the blessing: 

All make the Sign of the Cross. 

Leader: “Peace be to this house and to all who dwell here, in the name of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Reader: When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, magi from the 
east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the new-born king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising 
and have come to do him homage.” After their audience with the king they set out. And behold, the star 
that they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place where the child 
was. They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw the child with Mary his 
mother. They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they departed for their country by another way. 

The word of the Lord. 

ALL: Thanks be to God 

Using chalk, write on the outside of your house or inside above the front main entrance, above or next to 
an entrance: These words mean. “May Christ bless this house” 

All: Lord God of heaven and earth, you revealed your only begotten Son to every nation by the 
guidance of a star. Bless this house and all who live here and all who visit. May we be blessed with 
health, kindness of heart, gentleness and the keeping of your law. Fill us with the light of Christ, 
that our love for each other may go out to all. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Sunday Readings (p.115) 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 71:1-2, 7-8, 10-13 

Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 

 
 

10.30am Music 
Guerrero - Missa Simile est 

regnum caelorum 
de Monte - Stella quam vider-

ant magi 
 
 
 
 
 

Baptism Prep 
Next Course T.B.C. 

Marriage Prep. 
Please see Fr Jeff 

Six months’ notice required 
Preparation obligatory 

 

Union of Catholic Mothers 
21st January at 8pm 

 

Parish Office Hours 
Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30 

 

 

A VERY BIG THANK YOU! I would like to take this opportunity to wish 
all of you a very Happy New Year and most of all to say THANK YOU! for 
all the cards and generosity to me over the Christmas period. What was 
most moving was to read so many of the words from you all of your love, 
support and appreciation of our parish and its work. I am truly a blessed 
man and humbled to be able to serve you as your Parish Priest. Thank you 
for your support and love of me during the years I have been here. I pray 
that we have many more happy days and years together and I do pray for 
all of you and ask that you pray for me too. With love, prayers and good 
wishes for 2019 and beyond, Father Jeff.  

Foundation  Governors Needed at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School. 
We have plenty of Parent Governors but are in need of several new Foun-
dation Governors. Please see Father Jeff if you are interested. Thank you! 

Who is Jesus? His Life, His Land, His Time Newly published book for 
children that is full of interesting information and beautiful illustrations to 
learn about Jesus and the times in which he lived. What was his house 
like? How did he pray? What did Jesus and his disciples eat 
and wear? What did the temple in Jerusalem look like?   £15 

Also in stock: Youcat for Kids  £10, Picture Bible £10  

 

Collect 

O God, who on this day 

revealed your Only Be-

gotten Son to the nations 

by the guidance of a star, 

grant in your mercy, that 

we, who know your faith, 

may be brought to behold  

the beauty of your sub-

lime glory. Through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, your 

Son, who lives and reigns 

with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen 



Parish Hall  

Activities 

English Language Classes  

Monday 10am 

 Parent & Toddler Group   

Resumes on Thurs (Music)   

Tuesday-Over 50’s Group  

2pm 

 

The Pope’s Prayer  
Intentions for January:  

Evangelization – Young Peo-
ple 

That young people, especially 
in Latin America, follow the 

example of Mary and respond 
to the call of the Lord to com-
municate the joy of the Gos-

pel to the world. 

Spouse’s Corner 
 

Tension can arise because 
couples have sometimes 

been taught different 
things about what is right 
or wrong. They may even 
hold deeply seated mis-
conceptions about the 

other’s faith traditions or 
experiences. Sharing faith 

can overcome this for-
mation and draw a cou-

ple closer together 
whether or not they 

choose to practice their 
faith in the same way. It is 
a great act of generosity 
to free the other to be 

themselves by sincerely 
encouraging them to re-

veal their feelings and ex-
periences in their rela-

tionship with God. 

The Sacrament Of Confirmation completes the graces received at Baptism. 
At Baptism, we become a child of God and at Confirmation, Our loving Fa-
ther deepens his commitment, his bond with each one of us. Forms for 
preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation are available at the back of 
the church and as well, our parish website.  Candidates are required to be 
in Year 9 this academic year and to be regular worshipers at Church of Our 
Lady.  For further information, please contact, Margaret Wickware  mar-
garetwickware@rcdow.org.uk 

A perfect Gift for Mum! The beautiful planner is packed with ideas for 
passing on the faith in the home. The Planner contains:  2019 diary - week 
to a double page spread, activities for all the family connected to the liturgi-
cal year, inspirational quotes from Saints and scripture for each week, re-
minders for important Saints' days, Sunday reading references, prayers sec-
tion with new and classic prayers to learn and recite with all the family, 
Recipes for feasts, Saints' days and special times of 
year and much, much more!  See a copy in the Reposi-
tory and order yours today! £20  

 

 



Contact Information                                                        

Catholic Church of Our Lady,  St John’s Wood 

54 Lodge Road 

London, NW8 8LA 

02072863214 

www.olsjw.org.uk 

stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Team 

Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel    

Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins 

Director of Music: Martin Toyer 

Parish Secretary: Joanne Molloy 

Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware 

 

 

SATURDAY  

5th January 

Christmas Feria  

- - - 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD VIGIL 

Holy Souls  
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Holy Souls  

SUNDAY  

6th January 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

09.00 
10.30 

12.00 
18.00 

The Bulmer Family (Intentions) 
Nellie Lynch RIP (Anniv.) 
Wanda Werakso RIP (4th Anniv.) 
For The People of the Parish 

MONDAY  

7th January 
Christmas Feria 

08.00 Q 
10.00 

 
Sister Mary Vianney Kehoe RIP  

TUESDAY  

8th January 

Christmas Feria 

 
 

 
Jamie Casas RIP (1st Anniv.) 

 

WEDNESDAY 

9th January 

Christmas Feria 

 
 
Gazla RIP 

THURSDAY  

10th  January 
Christmas Feria 

 
 
Holy Souls  

FRIDAY  

11th  January 
Christmas Feria 

08.00 Q 
10.00 

 
Holy Souls  

SATURDAY  

12th January 

 Christmas Feria 

- - - 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD VIGIL 

Holy Souls 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Desmond McKenzie 

SUNDAY  

13th January 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

09.00 
10.30 

12.00 
18.00 

For The People of the Parish 
Leove Hilda T. Ponciano RIP (Anniv.) 
Mary Ball RIP (Birthday Remembrance) 

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World 


