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1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT– 2nd December 2018
Advent of Jesus: From Whence He Comes?

As we begin the Advent Season we are clearly reminded in our readings at our Masses during Advent about the return of Christ. Leading up to this Holy Season, our Mass readings were filled with
this imagery and glorious symbolism of St John walking through the Seven Churches of Asia Minor
in the Book of Revelation (Apocalypse). Facing East is an ancient tradition, grounded in sure
knowledge about the Second Coming, first told us by the Lord, and then repeated by an angel after the disciples had
just seen the Lord ascend into heaven:
“For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of
Man” (Matthew 24:27) “…Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:11)
A Catholic priest writing on this topic points out some very crucial points: We believe that our Lord ascended on
the Mount of Olives, and when He comes back, He will come on a cloud from the East. Therefore, we face East
when we pray. Mass facing the people is a modern phenomenon. It was largely unknown in the ancient world. Back
in the 1960s and 70s it was widely thought that the early Christians faced each other for the Mass. But these conclusions were based on dubious theories about Masses celebrated in the days of persecution in the so-called “house
churches” where the faithful gathered in secrecy for Mass. Note the following excerpt from the Didiscalia written in
250 A.D. and see the formality and Eastward direction.
“Now, in your gatherings, in the holy Church, convene yourselves modestly in places of the brethren, as you will,
in a manner pleasing and ordered with care. Let the place of the priests be separated in a part of the house that faces
east. In the midst of them is placed the bishop’s chair, and with him let the priests be seated. Likewise, and in another section let the laymen be seated facing east. For thus it is proper: that the priests sit with the bishop in a part
of the house to the east and after them the lay men and the lay women…Now, you ought to face east to pray, for, as
you know, scripture has it, Give praise to God who ascends above the highest heavens to the east…”
Christ will come again. The Crucifix is more than a reminder of the historical fact of the Passion. The crucifix
points to the whole paschal mystery: the passion and death, resurrection and ascension. Further, the crucifix also
has an eschatological significance that Christ will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. As such,
when we look to the cross we look for Jesus to come again. We proclaim your death O Lord, and profess your resurrection, Until you come again. These are the words we repeat in the Mass as the Mystery of Faith.
St John of Damascus (676-749) reminded us that “Facing the Cross together we communally look for Christ to
come again (Adventus: meaning arrival). This beautiful and happy thought is also declared in the embolism of the
Our Father, where we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Yes, together we stand looking to the east: “When will he come?!” Come Lord Jesus! And may you find us looking for you, in joyful hope.
Since, therefore, God is spiritual light, and Christ is called in the Scriptures Sun of Righteousness and Dayspring,
the East is the direction that must be assigned to His worship. For everything good must be assigned to Him from
Whom every good thing arises. Indeed the divine David also says, Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth: O sing
praises unto the Lord: to Him that rideth upon the Heavens of heavens towards the East. Moreover the Scripture
also says, And God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there He put the man whom He had formed: and when
he had transgressed His command He expelled him and made him to dwell over against the delights of Paradise,
which clearly is the West.
So, then, we worship God seeking and striving after our old fatherland. Moreover the tent of Moses had its veil and
mercy seat towards the East. Also the tribe of Judah as the most precious pitched their camp on the East. Also in the
celebrated temple of Solomon, the Gate of the Lord was placed eastward. Moreover Christ, when He hung on the
Cross, had His face turned towards the West, and so we worship, striving after Him. And when He was received
again into Heaven He was borne towards the East, and thus His apostles worship Him, and thus He will come again
in the way in which they beheld Him going towards Heaven; as the Lord Himself said, As the lightning cometh out
of the East and shineth even unto the West, so also shall the coming of the Son of Man be.” A Blessed Advent to
you all!!!!
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Weekday
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Weds, Fri: 10am
Thurs: 7pm
Sat: 10am
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After weekday
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Daily from 6am –
Midnight
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Daily before
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Sat 9.30-10am,
5.15-5.45pm
Or daily before
all
Masses

The Sacrament Of Confirmation completes the graces received at Baptism. At Baptism, we become a child of God and at Confirmation, Our loving Father deepens his commitment, his bond with each one of us. Forms
for preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation are available at the back
of the church and as well, our parish website. Candidates are required to
be in Year 9 this academic year and to be regular worshipers at Church of
Our Lady. For further information, please contact, Margaret Wickware margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk
Please join the choirs of the Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood for a
Christmas Concert 14th Dec at 7.30pm. The choirs will sing motets used to
celebrate Christmas from the twelfth century to the present day; they will
also lead the singing in some of our favourite Christmas Carols. After the
singing, there will be seasonal refreshments served in the hall. Proceeds
from the concert will be added to Our Lady’s Music Fund. The Fund provides for bursaries for instrumental tuition for members of the Junior
Choir and also provides robes for them.
Junior Choir Robes: We have been abundantly blessed by our wonderful
Junior Choir at our 12:00 noon Mass. They have brought such a beauty to
our liturgy and we thank them and both Martin’s for their dedication and
hard work with the children. We are wanting to robe the children in blue
cassocks and white cottas for their Sunday masses and future concerts.
This will set them across beautifully for the sacred liturgy and their role in
the music ministry of our parish. We are wanting to order about 25 sets for
the choir. We are asking for donations towards this project from you the
faithful. Perhaps you would like to sponsor one child for a robe? If you
wish to contribute anything towards this, please do so under the name
Music for Our Lady’s Jr Choir Robes. Thank you very much for your generous support.
Who is Jesus? His Life, His Land, His Time Newly published
book for children that is full of interesting information and
beautiful illustrations to learn about Jesus and the times in
which he lived. What was his house like? How did he pray?
What did Jesus and his disciples eat and wear? What did the
temple in Jerusalem look like? £15

Sunday Readings (p.82)
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 24:4-5, 8-9, 10
1 Thessolonians 3:12-4:2
Luke 21:25-28, 34-36
10.30am Music
Handl - Missa super Sancta
Maria
Hassler - Canite Tuba
Hymns
264 Tell out my soul
5 Hark the glad sound! The
Saviour comes
1 Come, thou long-expected
Jesus

Collect
Grant your faithful, we pray,
almighty God, the resolve to
run forth to meet your Christ
with righteous deeds at his
coming, so that, gathered at

his right hand, they may be
worthy to possess the heavenly Kingdom. Through our
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever.

Amen

Also in stock: Youcat for Kids £10, Picture Bible £10
Book Recommendations from Father’s Desk:
Presently I’m reading the book The Apocalypse:
Warning, Hope and Consolation, by Michael D.
O’Brien. This is my Advent reading and I am
looking to read an hour extra a day instead of
TV time or phone/social media time. This
book is excellent and is written for the very
day we are all now living. Buy it from Amazon! You won’t regret it.

Baptism Prep
Next Course T.B.C.
Marriage Prep.
Please see Fr Jeff
Six months’ notice required
Preparation obligatory
Union of Catholic Mothers
Monday 17th Dec at 8pm
Parish Office Hours
Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30

Parish Hall
Activities
English Language Classes
Monday 10am
Parent & Toddler Group
Tues, Weds (Soft Play),

Christmas Lunch Appeal-Neighbourcare would like to thank everybody
for the magnificent contribution to our appeal last weekend. The total so
far is £ 1685.50 so we have more than enough for the Christmas lunch and
quite a lot towards our second party just before Lent. Thank you also to
those who gave their names for volunteering and would Rosi Ranier send
an email to info@neighbourcaresjwmv.org.uk? We can't get the email she
gave to work.

Thurs (Music)
Tuesday-Over 50’s Group
2pm
The Pope’s Prayer
Intentions for December:
Evangelization – In the Service
of the Transmission of Faith
That people, who are involved in
the service and transmission of
faith, may find, in their dialogue
with culture, a language suited
to the conditions of the present
time.

Spouse’s Corner
“Love

is never something
readymade, something
merely ‘given’ to man
and woman, it is always
at the same time a ‘task’
which they are set. Love
should be seen as something which in a sense
never ‘is’ but is always
only ‘becoming’, and
what it becomes depends
up on the contribution of
both persons and the
depth of their commitment….Treating a person
as a means to an end,
and an end moreover
which in this case is
pleasure, the maximization of pleasure, will always stand in the way of
love.”—Pope St John Paul
II

For all Readers, please pick up a copy of the new Readers Rota from outside the Sacristy.
Thank you for volunteering to wash and iron the linen. Please pick a copy
of the linen rota in the Sacristy.

New in the Repository! A great Christmas gift for your
child! Help your child learn the BIG PICTURE of the story of
Salvation with the Picture Bible. This 700 page Bible is a comprehensive, visually stimulating presentation recommended by
Old Testament Scholar, Dr Brant Pitrie (www.youtube.com/
watchv=tttNKQ0Um9c&t=68s) £10
Christmas Decorations I have planned to keep up our tradition of two
beautiful Christmas trees of 15 foot in height for our sanctuary throughout
the Christmas season, the Advent Wreath, and the two wreaths on the gates
behind the main altar. The total amount of our Christmas decorations are
around £800.00. If you would like to contribute towards this most holy season’s beautifying of our church, it would be greatly appreciated. Every year
the past three years has seen our church very beautiful throughout the
Christmas Season.
Don’t Miss This!! On the Second Sunday of Advent, 9 December, Fr Jeremy Davies, an Exorcist for many years will come and give a talk in the
church at 3:00 pm on Advent and the Work of an
Exorcist. I hope to see you
here! Spread the word!
On 8th December, 41
children of the parish will
receive God’s love and
mercy in the sacrament of
Reconciliation for the first
time. We thank their parents for journeying with
them over the past several
months. Please keep
these children and their
parents in your prayers.

SATURDAY
1st December

David King RIP (Birthday Remembrance)
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Feria

--1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT VIGIL
SUNDAY
2nd December
1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT
MONDAY
3rd December

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Emery Koussi (Healing Intentions)
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

Moria Loney RIP (1st Anniv.)
Kathy Mannion RIP
Fr Peter Maher (Birthday Intentions)
For The People of the Parish

08.00 Q
10.00

Bob Rawlinson RIP

St Francis Xavier, Priest

TUESDAY
4th December

Yousif & Nour

Advent Feria

WEDNESDAY
5th December
Advent Feria

Thomas Turner RIP

THURSDAY
6th December

Holy Souls

Advent Feria

FRIDAY
7th December

08.00 Q
10.00

Donald Goveas RIP (Anniv.)

St Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor

SATURDAY
8th December

Holy Souls
Sacrament of Reconciliation

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, Patron of the Diocese

Sacrament of Reconciliation

--2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT VIGIL
SUNDAY
9th December
2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT

09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

Peg Barrett RIP
John & Violette Balfe RIP
Dolly De Souza RIP
For The People of the Parish

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World

Contact Information
Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood
54 Lodge Road
London, NW8 8LA
02072863214
www.olsjw.org.uk
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Team
Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel
Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins
Director of Music: Martin Toyer
Parish Secretary: Joanne Molloy
Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware

