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Everything that 
happens to us is 
in some way or 
other is a call 
from God—to 
grow, to change, 
to see things 
differently, and 
to undergo con-
version.--Fr 
Jacques Philippe 

  

Mass Times: 

Sunday 
6pm (Saturday) 

9, 10.30 (Solemn 
High Mass), 12 & 

6pm 
 

Weekday 
Mon, Tues, 

Weds, Fri: 10am 
Thurs: 7pm 
Sat: 10am 

 
Rosary 

After weekday 
Mass 

  
Exposition 

Daily from 6am –
Midnight 

 
Confessions 
Daily before 

Mass 
Sat 9.30-10am,  

5.15-5.45pm 
Or daily before 

all  
Masses 

 

Weekly Newsletter                                                    33rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME– 18th November 2018  

NOVENA OF 
SURRENDER TO THE WILL OF GOD 

(Author: Father Don Dolindo Ruotolo ✝ 1882-1970) 
  
This past week the mother of my godson forwarded me the below novena and one that came at an 
important time in my own spiritual journey. Sometimes, it is known that future saints find you rather 

than you finding them. It is because they are praying for us. Three days later, a book was given to me and it was a 
small novena book and in the centre of the book was this novena. Now, I am not able to add all of the novena this 
week due to its length but five days of the nine are able to fit on our newsletter. Please google the novena and you 
can print it from online. I intend to order about 20 of these small novena books to sell in our shop. I will announce 
when they arrive so you can purchase one, pray the novenas and pass them on to others for a “stocking-stuffer” this 
year. On November 19, 1970 Don (Fr) Dolindo Ruotolo died at the age of 88. Padre Pio once said of this priest 
from Naples, Italy, The whole of paradise is in your soul. His name “Dolindo” means “Pain” and his life was rich 
with this pain. As a child, a teenager, a seminarian and a priest, he experienced humiliation, which was the realiza-
tion of the prophetic words of a bishop who said You will be a martyr, but in your heart, not with your blood. I am 
presently praying this novena each day as I too work on surrendering my heart more fully to Jesus. 
  
    Day 1 
Why do you confuse yourselves by worrying? Leave the care of your affairs to me  and everything will be peaceful. 
I say to you in truth that every act of true, blind, complete surrender to me produces the effect that you desire and 
resolves all difficult situations. (Repeat the following prayer 10 times.) O Jesus, I surrender myself to you, take care 
of everything! 
 

    Day 2 
Surrender to me does not mean to fret, to be upset, or to lose hope, nor does it mean offering to me a worried prayer 
asking me to follow you and change your worry into prayer. It is against this surrender, deeply against it, to worry, 
to be nervous and to desire to think about the consequences of anything. It is like the confusion that children feel 
when they ask their mother to see to their needs, and then try to take care of those needs for themselves so that their 
childlike efforts get in their mother’s way. Surrender means to placidly close the eyes of the soul, to turn away from 
thoughts of tribulation and to put yourself in my care, O Jesus, I surrender myself to you, take care of everything! 
 

    Day 3 
How many things I do when the soul, in so much spiritual and material need turns to me, looks at me and says to 
me; “You take care of it,” then close its eyes and rests. In pain you pray for me to act, but that I act in the way you 
want. You do not turn to me, instead, you want me to adapt to your ideas. You are not sick people who ask the doc-
tor to cure you, but rather sick people who tell the doctor how to. So do not act this way, but pray as I taught you in 
the Our Father: “Hallowed be thy Name”, that is, be glorified in my need. “Thy kingdom come”, that is, let all that 
is in us and in the world be in accord with your kingdom. “Thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven”, that is, in 
our need, decide as you see fit for our temporal and eternal life. If you say to me truly: “Thy will be done” which is 
the same as saying: “You take care of it” I will intervene with all my omnipotence, and I will resolve the most diffi-
cult situations. O Jesus, I surrender myself to you, take care of everything! 
 

    Day 4 
You see evil growing instead of weakening? Do not worry, Close your eyes and say to me with faith: “Thy will be 
done, You take care of it.” I say to you that I will take care of it, and that I will intervene as does a doctor and I will 
accomplish miracles when they are needed. Do you see that the sick person is getting worse? Do not be upset, but 
close your eyes and say “You take care of it.” I say to you that I will take care of it, and that there is no medicine 
more powerful than my loving intervention. By my love, I promise this to you. O Jesus, I surrender myself to you, 
take care of everything! 
 

    Day 5 
And when I must lead you on a path different from the one you see, I will prepare you; I will carry you in my arms; 
I will let you find yourself, like children who have fallen asleep in their mother’s arms, on the other bank of the 
river. What troubles you and hurts you immensely are your reason, your thoughts and worry, and your desire at all 
costs to deal with what afflicts you. O Jesus, I surrender myself to you, take care of everything! 
  
Surrendering to Jesus is the pathway to peace, a peace that passes beyond our comprehension. God bless you all! 



Sunday Readings (p.157) 

Daniel 12:1-13 
Psalm  15:5, 8-11 

Hebrews 10:11-14, 18 
Mark 13:24-32 

 

10.30am Music 
Lassus - Missa Le berger et la 

bergère 
Byrd - Vigilate 

Hymns 
183  Faith of our fa-

thers                    
226  Jerusalem the gold-

en                 
228   Jesu, the very thought of 

thee 

Baptism Prep 
Next Course T.B.C. 

Marriage Prep. 
Please see Fr Jeff 

Six months’ notice required 
Preparation obligatory 

 

Union of Catholic Mothers 
Monday 12th Nov at 8pm 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30 
 

 

November is the month of the Holy Souls and envelopes/lists are availa-
ble at the back of the Church for you to enter the names of your relatives 
and friends you wish to be remembered during this month. Completed 
lists and envelopes should be handed into Fr Jeff, or taken to the Parish Of-
fice.   

The Sacrament Of Confirmation completes the graces received at Bap-
tism. At Baptism, we become a child of God and at Confirmation, Our lov-
ing Father deepens his commitment, his bond with each one of us. Forms 
for preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation are available at the back 
of the church and as well, our parish website.  Candidates are required to 
be in Year 9 this academic year and to be regular worshipers at Church of 
Our Lady.  For further information, please contact, Margaret Wick-
ware  margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk 

Christmas Festival on Saturday 1st December at 2pm We would be grate-
ful for items for the tombola –bottles, toiletries, homemade cakes, bottles of 
Whiskey for Irish coffees. There will be Afternoon Tea also but tickets must 
be brought beforehand for this. Donated items can be handed into the Par-
ish Office during the week. 

Please join the choirs of the Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood for a 
Christmas Concert 14th Dec at 7.30pm.  The choirs will sing motets used to 
celebrate Christmas from the twelfth century to the present day; they will 
also lead the singing in some of our favourite Christmas Carols.  After the 
singing, there will be seasonal refreshments served in the hall.  Proceeds 
from the concert will be added to Our Lady’s Music Fund. The Fund pro-
vides for bursaries for instrumental tuition for members of the Junior 

Choir and also provides robes for them. 

Junior Choir Robes: We have been abundantly blessed by our wonderful 
Junior Choir at our 12:00 noon Mass. They have brought such a beauty to 
our liturgy and we thank them and both Martin’s for their dedication and 
hard work with the children. We 
are wanting to robe the children in 
blue cassocks and white cottas for 
their Sunday masses and future 
concerts. This will set them across 
beautifully for the sacred liturgy 
and their role in the music ministry 
of our parish. We are wanting to 
order about 25 sets for the choir. We 
are asking for donations towards 
this project from you the faithful. 
Perhaps you would like to sponsor 
one child for a robe? If you wish to 
contribute anything towards this, 
please do so under the name Music 
for Our Lady’s Jr Choir Robes. 
Thank you very much for your gen-
erous support.  

Collect 

Grant us, we pray, O Lord 

our God, the constant 

gladness of being devoted 

to you, for it is full and 

lasting happiness to serve 

with constancy the author 

of all that is good.  

Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, who lives 

and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ev-

er. 

Amen 



Parish Hall  

Activities 

English Language Classes  

Monday 10am 

 Parent & Toddler Group   

Tues, Weds (Soft Play), 

Thurs (Music)   

Tuesday-Over 50’s Group  

2pm 

 

 

 

The Pope’s Prayer  
Intentions for November:  

Universal – In Service of 
Peace 

That the language of love and 
dialogue may always prevail 
over the language of conflict.  

Spouse’s Corner 
The experience [of evil 
all around and within 
us] makes itself felt in 
the relationships be-

tween man and wom-
an. Their union has al-
ways been threatened 
by discord, a spirit of 
domination, infidelity, 
jealousy, and conflicts 
that can escalate into 

hatred and separa-
tion. To heal the 

wounds of sin, man 
and woman need the 
help of the grace that 

God in his infinite 
mercy never refuses 
them. Catechism of 
the Catholic Church 

(1606, 1608) 

Christmas Day Lunch for Older People David Hogarth will be appealing 
for funds for the lunch at all Masses next weekend (the 24th & 25th Novem-
ber).   We aim to entertain 130 guests and this costs about £ 6650 (the main 
items being the hotel and hire of minibuses).  Any help you can give will be 
very much appreciated. 

Thank you for your generosity to the Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund collec-
tion last weekend. It’s not too late to make a donation if you wish. Enve-
lopes are available in the back of the church, or by contacting the parish of-
fice. Please continue to pray for sick and retired priests. For more infor-
mation, or to make a donation, visit www.rcdow.org.uk/donations 

For all Readers, please pick up a copy of the new Readers Rota from out-
side the Sacristy. 

Thank you for volunteering to wash and iron the linen. Please pick a copy 
of the linen rota in the Sacristy. 

New in the Repository!  A great Christmas gift for your 
child! Help your  child learn the BIG PICTURE of the story of 
Salvation with the Picture Bible. This 700 page Bible is a com-
prehensive, visually stimulating presentation recommended by 
Old Testament, Dr Brant Pitrie (www.youtube.com/
watchv=tttNKQ0Um9c&t=68s) £10 

Christmas Decorations I have planned to keep up our tradition 
of two beautiful Christmas trees of 15 foot in height for our sanctuary 
throughout the Christmas season, the Advent Wreath, and the two wreaths 
on the gates behind the main altar. The total amount of our Christmas deco-
rations are around £800.00. If you would like to contribute towards this 
most holy season’s beautifying of our church, it would be greatly appreciat-
ed. Every year the past three years has seen our church very beautiful 
throughout the Christmas Season. 

Standing Orders: 
Please remember 
that if you have not 
yet signed up for reg-
ular Standing Orders 
for your contribu-
tions to the parish, 
we want to encour-
age our parishioners 
to do so as that this is 
the easiest way to 
give and allows us to 
better plan on our 
monthly budgets. 
Thank you! Father 
Jeff and the Finance 
Committee. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tttNKQ0Um9c&t=68s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tttNKQ0Um9c&t=68s


Contact Information                                                        

Catholic Church of Our Lady,  St John’s Wood 

54 Lodge Road 

London, NW8 8LA 

02072863214 

www.olsjw.org.uk 

stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Team 

Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel    

Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins 

Director of Music: Martin Toyer 

Parish Secretary: Joanne Molloy 

Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware 

 

SATURDAY  

17th November 

 St Hilda, Abbess 

- - - 

33rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL 

Denis Harwood (Birthday Remem-
brance) RIP 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Rose Overing RIP(Anniv.) 

SUNDAY  

18th November 

33rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

09.00 
10.30 

12.00 
 
18.00 

Bel (Birthday Intentions) 
For The People of the Parish 
Aida Bazzoui-Kassir & Veronica Free-
man RIP 
In Memory of Regina Azevedo Villela de 
Andrade RIP 

MONDAY  

19th November 
Feria 

08.00 Q 
10.00 

 
Marie Ivy Emma Catherine RIP 

 

TUESDAY  

20th November 

Feria 

 
 

 

Bob Rawlinson RIP 

WEDNESDAY 

21st November 

The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

 
Funeral Mass of Mr Hugh Anthony 

Quinn RIP 

THURSDAY  

22nd  November 
St Cecilia, Virgin & Martyr 

 
 
Maisy & Salu De Souza RIP 

FRIDAY  

23rd November 
Feria 

08.00 Q 
10.00 

 
Marc-Aime (Private Intentions) 

SATURDAY  

24th November 

 St Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest & Companions, Martyrs 

- - - 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,  

King of the Universe Vigil 

Private Intentions 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Emery Koussi (Healing Intentions) 

SUNDAY  

25th November 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,  

King of the Universe 

09.00 
 

10.30 
12.00 
18.00 

St Jepan Boni & Victims of Vukovar 
1991 
Reem (Intentions) 
For The People of the Parish 
In Thanksgiving For Ninaz Safe Delivery 
& Healthy Baby 

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World 


