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Humility, spiritual 

poverty, is so pre-

cious: it locates 

our identity se-

curely in the one 

place where it will 

be safe from all 

harm. If our treas-

ure is in God, no 

one can take it 

from us. Humility 

is truth.-- Fr 

Jacques Philippe 

Mass Times: 

Sunday 
6pm (Saturday) 

9, 10.30 (Solemn 
High Mass), 12 & 

6pm 
 

Weekday 
Mon, Tues, 

Weds, Fri: 10am 
Thurs: 7pm 
Sat: 10am 

 
Rosary 

After weekday 
Mass 

  
Exposition 

Daily from 6am –
Midnight 

 
Confessions 
Daily before 

Mass 
Sat 9.30-10am,  

5.15-5.45pm 
Or daily before 

all  
Masses 
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Jesus: The Science of Peace 

This article is adapted from a chapter in Meditations for Advent by Jacques-
Bénigne Bossuet which is available from Sophia Institute Press. As we look to-
wards the Season of Advent soon to be upon us, how do we prepare for it? First by 

understanding the purpose and efficacy of the Incarnation that will lead to the Second Coming 
of Jesus that He promised after His Resurrection. Let us not forget, “By his knowledge shall the 
righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous; and he shall bear their iniqui-
ties” (Isa. 53:11). Thus, it is in Jesus Christ that is found the true science of the remission of 
sins, which he has expiated by his blood, but John prepared his way to show that it would be in 
Jesus that our sins would be forgiven. 

Let us then spend our whole lives in penitence, inasmuch as the science of our salvation consists 
in the remission of sins. Let us not glory in a justice as imperfect as our own, for even the most 
perfect in this life should still fear to be overwhelmed by the multitude of his sins, if he does not 
take care continually to expiate them by penance and alms-giving. This is the science that Saint 
John preached when he cried out in the desert, his voice echoing throughout all Judea: “Bear 
fruit that befits repentance” (Matt. 3:8). 

“From the bowels of mercy of our God,” viscera misericordiae: here alone do we find the re-
mission of our sins (cf. Luke 1:78). Whence it is, Zechariah continues, that “the day shall dawn 
upon us from on high,” oriens ex alto. Jesus Christ is the true Orient, the true dawn, “the sun of 
righteousness” who “shall rise” (Mal. 4:2) “to give light,” continues Zechariah, “to those who sit 
in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace” (Luke 1:79). 

Although you are continually reminded about the ongoing need for the remission of sins, do not 
doubt that justice is infused in your hearts by Jesus Christ. He took the name of Orient, or dawn, 
so that he might show us that he is a light dawning for us. “He was the true light that enlightens 
every man” (John 1:9). Just as the rising sun dissipates the shadows by spreading forth the light 
that fills the universe, so also the true Orient, when he comes forth from the bosom of the Father 
to enlighten us, remits our sins by replacing them with the light of justice, by which we our-
selves become light in our Lord. For, as Saint Paul says, “once you were darkness, but now you 
are light in the Lord” (Eph. 5:8). Not at all in yourselves: it is in Jesus Christ that you learn to 
walk always with your eyes open and to direct your gaze always toward him, by a good and 
right intention, from which will follow, in your whole body and your whole person, an eternal 
light and a luminous torch that enlightens you. 

“To guide our feet into the way of peace.” O peace, my heart’s desire! O Jesus, you who are my 
peace! You who put me at peace with God, with myself, and with the whole world, and thus 
make peace both in heaven and on earth! (cf. Col. 1:20). When will it come to pass, O Jesus? 

When will it come to pass, that by faith in the remission of sins, by the tranquillity of my con-
science, by a sweet confidence in your favour, and by an entire acquiescence in your eternal will 
for all the events of my life — when will I possess this peace?” 



Sunday Readings (p.154) 

1 Kings 17:10-16 
Psalm  145:7-10 
Hebrews 9:24-28 

Mark 12:38-44 
 

10.30am Music 
Lobo - Missa pro defunctis 

Lobo - Audivi vocem de caelo 
 

Hymns 
249 O God our help in ages 

past     
250 O Jesus, I have prom-

ised           
252 O perfect love 

 

Baptism Prep 
Next Course T.B.C. 

Marriage Prep. 
Please see Fr Jeff 

Six months’ notice required 
Preparation obligatory 

 

Union of Catholic Mothers 
Monday 12th Nov at 8pm 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30 
 

 

November is the month of the Holy Souls and envelopes/lists are availa-
ble at the back of the Church for you to enter the names of your relatives 
and friends you wish to be remembered during this month. Completed 
lists and envelopes should be handed into Fr Jeff, or taken to the Parish Of-
fice.   

The Sacrament Of Confirmation completes the graces received at Bap-
tism. At Baptism, we become a child of God and at Confirmation, Our lov-
ing Father deepens his commitment, his bond with each one of us. Forms 
for preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation are available at the back 
of the church and as well, our parish website.  Candidates are required to 
be in Year 9 this academic year and to be regular worshipers at Church of 
Our Lady.  For further information, please contact, Margaret Wick-
ware  margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk 

Christmas Festival on Saturday 1st December at 2pm We would be grate-
ful for items for the tombola –bottles, toiletries, homemade cakes, bottles of 
Whiskey for Irish coffees. There will be Afternoon Tea also but tickets must 
be brought beforehand for this. Donated items can be handed into the Par-
ish Office during the week. 

Please join the choirs of the Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood for a 
Christmas Concert 14th Dec at 7.30pm.  The choirs will sing motets used to 
celebrate Christmas from the twelfth century to the present day; they will 
also lead the singing in some of our favourite Christmas Carols.  After the 
singing, there will be seasonal refreshments served in the hall.  Proceeds 
from the concert will be added to Our Lady’s Music Fund. The Fund pro-
vides for bursaries for instrumental tuition for members of the Junior 

Choir and also provides robes for them. 

Junior Choir Robes: We have been 
abundantly blessed by our wonderful 
Junior Choir at our 12:00 noon Mass. 
They have brought such a beauty to 
our liturgy and we thank them and 
both Martin’s for their dedication and 
hard work with the children. We are 
wanting to robe the children in blue 
cassocks and white cottas for their 
Sunday masses and future concerts. 
This will set them across beautifully 
for the sacred liturgy and their role in 
the music ministry of our parish. We 
are wanting to order about 25 sets for 
the choir. We are asking for donations 
towards this project from you the 
faithful. Perhaps you would like to 
sponsor one child for a robe? If you 
wish to contribute anything towards 
this, please do so under the name 
Music for Our Lady’s Jr Choir Robes. Thank you very much for your gen-
erous support.  

Collect 

Almighty and merciful 

God, graciously keep from 

us all adversity, so that, 

unhindered in mind and 

body alike, we may pursue 

in freedom of heart the 

things that are yours.  

Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, who lives 

and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ev-

er. 

Amen 



Parish Hall  

Activities 

English Language Classes  

Monday 10am 

 Parent & Toddler Group   

Tues, Weds (Soft Play), 

Thurs (Music)   

Tuesday-Over 50’s Group  

2pm 

 

 

 

 

The Pope’s Prayer  
Intentions for November:  

Universal – In Service of 
Peace 

That the language of love and 
dialogue may always prevail 
over the language of conflict.  

Spouse’s Corner 
 

How is this truth about 
our passions lived out in 
your marriage? "As the 

[Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church (CCC)] keenly 

observes, 'The perfection 
of the moral good con-

sists in man's being 
moved to the good not 
only by his will but also 
by his "heart"' and even 
'by his sensitive appe-
tite' (CCC 1770, 1775). 
Human virtues do not 

suppress or tyrannize our 
passions. They 'order our 

passions ... They make 
possible ease, self-

mastery, and joy in lead-
ing a morally good 
life' (CCC 1804)." 

Please join the St. Vincent de Paul  Society as we celebrate a Mass of 
Anointing on Saturday November 17 at 2:30 pm followed by a tea and 
cakes in the church hall. All members of the parish (and caregivers) who 
are sick and in need of healing and hope are invited. Please sign up after 
masses starting the weekend of November 4 and 5 if you need transport to 
get to the event or are able to provide transport..  

Thank you to all who volunteer to wash and iron the Church’s linen every 
week. We appreciate your help. If you would like to help out, please send 
an email to the Parish office or reginaboet@yahoo.com. This is typically a 1-
hour commitment every 2 months. The new linen rota is coming out in No-
vember. Thanks. 

Would you like to become a regular reader at one of our weekend masses? 
Please email your interest to the Parish office or reginaboet@yahoo.com. 
We will organise a training for all readers in December. The new reader ro-
ta will be coming out in January 2019. 

Attendance Certificates and Sticker Programme-Our sticker programme 
has relaunched. Sticker cards for this year are in the baskets at the back of 
the Church, ready to be collected. Attendance Certificates are ready to be 
collected from the Parish Office (Mon-Fri, 10.30-1.30pm) 

Today’s second collection is for the Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund. This en-
sures our elderly and sick priests are financially supported in their senior 
years, after a lifetime of service. Our priests baptised us, counselled us in 
times of sorrow, and celebrated with us in times of joy. Since we have re-
ceived so much from their generosity, it is now our turn to assist them in 
their old age. The fund 
ensures that their hous-
ing, medical, convales-
cence, companionship 
and spiritual support 
needs are met. Please be 
generous. Most priests 
retire with modest means. 
In later years their ability 
to live independently can 
be adversely impacted by 
their declining health, 
mobility or frailty. You 
can also donate online at 
www.rcdow.org.uk/
donations. Thank you for 
your generosity 



Contact Information                                                        

Catholic Church of Our Lady,  St John’s Wood 

54 Lodge Road 

London, NW8 8LA 

02072863214 

www.olsjw.org.uk 

stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Team 

Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel    

Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins 

Director of Music: Martin Toyer 

Parish Secretary: Joanne Molloy 

Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware 

 

 

SATURDAY  

10th November 

 St Leo the Great, Pope & Doctor 

- - - 

32nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL 

Bob Rawlinson RIP 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

For The People of the Parish 

SUNDAY  

11th November 

32nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

09.00 
10.30 

12.00 
18.00 

Holy Souls 
Clarina Dias RIP (Anniv.) 
The Fallen 
Sister Mercedes Grogan RIP  

MONDAY  

12th November 
St Josaphat, Bishop & Martyr 

08.00 Q 
10.00 

 
Deceased Members of the Oti Family & 

All The Holy Souls 

TUESDAY  

13th November 

Feria 

 
 

 
Funeral Mass of Phylis Deacy RIP 

WEDNESDAY 

14th November 

Feria 

 

 
Kate Duffy RIP 

THURSDAY  

15th  November 
Feria 

 
 
Gonzalo & Maria Gomez RIP 

FRIDAY  

16th November 
St Edmund of Abingdon, Bishop 

08.00 Q 
10.00 

 
Caroline Nathan RIP 

SATURDAY  

17th November 

 St Hilda, Abbess 

- - - 

33rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL 

Denis Harwood (Birthday Remem-
brance) RIP 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Rose Overing RIP(Anniv.) 

SUNDAY  

18th November 

33rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

09.00 
10.30 

12.00 
 
18.00 

Bel (Birthday Intentions) 
For The People of the Parish 
Aida Bazzoui-Kassir & Veronica Free-
man RIP 
In Memory of Regina Azevedo Villela de 
Andrade RIP 

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World 


