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"If we wish to enter 

the banquet that God 

has prepared for us, 

we must have the 

courage to plumb the 

depths of our desires 

and follow them the 

whole way to the 

other side of their 

truncated distortions, 

in order to rediscover 

the original, wild cry 

for God."—

Christopher West 

Mass Times: 

Sunday 
6pm (Saturday) 
9, 10.30, 12 & 

6pm 
 

Weekday 
Mon, Tues, Fri: 

9am 
Weds 10am 
Thurs: 7pm 

Sat: 9am 
 

Rosary 
After weekday 

Mass 
  

Exposition 
Daily from 6am –

Midnight 
 

Confessions 
Daily before 

Mass 
Sat 9.30-10am,  

5.15-5.45pm 

Weekly Newsletter                                                                  13th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME–  1st July 2018  

Love as Desire and Love as Benevolence 
  

I am just finishing Christopher West’s book Love Is Patient But I Am Not. It is a book that is very 
personal and real to Christopher’s own life and journey in discovering authentic love. This authen-
ticity is the love that pours out of the divine Trinity. This week I read and reflected on the below that 
is found in Christopher’s book. It’s very personal but explains what love as desire and love as be-

nevolence becomes when lived out authentically. I hope you enjoy it! Christopher writes, 
  
“The most fundamental passion is love, aroused by the attraction of the good,” says the Catechism. “Love causes a 
desire for the absent good and the hope of obtaining it; this movement finds completion in the pleasure and joy of 
the good possessed” (CCC 1765). True that – we all know the experience of desiring something and the joy we re-
ceive when we are finally in possession of that good thing we desired. 
  
But there’s an important distinction between love as desire and love as benevolence. If love as desire says “I long 
for you as a good” love as benevolence says “I long for your good,” “I long for that which is good for you.” 
Love as desire is not itself a problem or a defect, but it is incomplete. It must be balanced out with love as benevo-
lence for love to be fully itself. Speaking of marital love in particular, Pope Francis observed that it “cannot be seen 
purely as generous donation and self-sacrifice, where each spouse renounces all personal needs and seeks only the 
other’s good without concern for personal satisfaction. We need to remember that authentic love also needs to be 
able to receive the other, to accept one’s own vulnerability and needs, and to welcome with sincere and joyful grati-
tude the physical expressions of love found in a caress, an embrace, a kiss and sexual union” (Joy of Love 157). 
Still, the person who truly loves longs not only for his or her own good, but for the other person’s good, and he 
does so with no ulterior motive, no selfish consideration. This is “the greatest of loves,” as Francis says, and it also 
brings the greatest interior joy. 
I’ll always remember the day I realized Wendy (my wife of 20 years) loved me with this kind of disinterested be-
nevolence. It caught me so deeply by surprise that I could barely believe it was real. 
  
The person who truly loves longs not only for his or her own good, but for the other person’s good. 
  
Wendy and I were part of the same group of friends in our college years. I had no idea, however, that over the 
course of about three years she was hoping and praying one day I would be her husband. My obliviousness to Wen-
dy’s interest in me was due in part to the fact that during those same years I was interested in another person in the 
group named Laura. Various external factors (mainly Laura’s father) kept Laura and me from ever dating officially, 
and the whole tangled affair had caused me a lot of pain. 
Wendy and I were getting more serious, and she once asked me why Laura and I had never dated. I, for my part, 
was very reluctant to say anything about it, for I had just learned how interested Wendy had been in me during the 
whole time I was interested in Laura. I was certain – based on my experience with other women – that sharing the 
story with Wendy would only make her insecure, jealous, and upset. But she seemed so sincere in her desire to 
know about it that I ended up sharing the whole painful saga. 
 
Sure enough, she got all teary and emotional. I knew it! I knew it! I thought to myself. I never should have told her! 
Then, to my utter astonishment, as Wendy opened up to me, I realized that her tears were for me – that she was 
feeling my pain. She went on to tell me that for some time she knew that something was preventing Laura and me 
from dating, so she had been praying that, whatever the obstacle was, it would be removed and Laura and I would 
be able to pursue a relationship with each other as we had desired. 
I couldn’t believe my ears. “What!? … Run that by me again … You’re telling me that you were hoping to marry 
me for all that time, but when you found out Laura and I wanted to be together but couldn’t be, you started praying 
that Laura and I would get together?!!” “Yes,” she said. “Wasn’t that what you wanted?” she asked. “Yes,” I said, 
“but why did you want that for me?” “Because love means you lay down your life and your own desires for the 
good of the other,” she said. 
 
I had never experienced such a selfless love from a woman who was romantically interested in me. I was utterly 
flabbergasted. Six and a half months later she was my wife.” 



Sunday Readings (p.100) 

Wisdom 1:13-15, 2:23-24 
Psalm 29:2, 4-6, 11-13 

2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13-15 
Mark 5:21-43 

 
10.30am Music 

Victoria - Missa Quam pulchri 
sunt 

Lassus - Exaltabo te Domine 
 
 

Hymns 
258        Praise my soul the 

King of heaven  
141        Crown him with many 

crowns               
126        O thou, who at they 

Eucharist didst pray 

Baptism Prep Group 
Next Group TBC 

 
Marriage Prep. 

Please see Fr Jeff 
Six months’ notice required 

Preparation obligatory 
 

Union of Catholic Mothers 
Monday 2nd  July at 8pm 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30 
 

 

Eucharistic Adoration – Summer School Holidays 

School holidays are fast approaching… just over 3 weeks away. The usual term 
schedule (shown below) will continue until Saturday 14th July. 

 

 

 

 

 

From Sunday 15th July until Sunday 9th September, we anticipate that many 
Adorers will be enjoying summer vacations; hence, Adoration hours will be sig-
nificantly reduced. For those who are available for some or all of this summer pe-
riod, we have created a Doodle poll for you to indicate your availability. Michael 
will send details of the Doodle Poll to all current Adorers. If anyone else would 
like to Adore during summer, please email michaelmurphy7531@gmail.com or 
see Fr Jeff. 

Summer Mass Times Announcement: Please note for your Mass timetable for 
the Summer weeks beginning 21 July-26 August 2018. Daily Mass will be at 10:00 
am each day. Sunday Masses: Saturday Vigil 6:00 pm; Sunday 10:00 am and 
12:00 noon. There is NO 9:00 am Mass nor a Sunday evening Mass at 6:00 pm during 
these dates. Father Jeff will be away this Summer from 3 August returning to work 
on 18 August. 

Catechist Needed: Fr Jeff is looking for volunteer catechists for the First Holy 
Communion Programme and the Confirmation Programme for 2018-2019. Train-
ing will be provided. Please send your contact details to 
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk. You will need to have a DBS before you can begin. 
Thank you for your support for 
our parish catechetical pro-
grammed and the future genera-
tions of the Church to be well 
formed in the Faith. 

Applications for First Holy Com-
munion and Confirmation: Appli-
cations for our programmes for 
next year will be available within 
the next two weeks for Fr Jeff and 
Margaret to organise over the 
Summer weeks. Announcements 
for meetings and the programme 
will be when everyone returns 
from the Summer holidays. 

Thank you to all Parishioners who 
came  and supported the solemni-
ty of St Peter and St Paul on Friday 
night. 

 

 

Collect 

O God, who through the 

grace of adoption chose us 

to be children of light, grant, 

we pray, that we may not be 

wrapped in the darkness of 

error but always be seen to 

stand in the bright light of 

truth  Through our Lord Je-

sus Christ, your Son, who 

lives and reigns with you in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

mailto:stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk


Parish Hall  

Activities 

 

Monday-English Language 

Classes 

Tues, Weds (Soft Play), 

Thurs (Music)  Parent & 

Toddler Group  9.30-

11.30am 

Tuesday-Over 50’s Group  

The Pope’s Prayer  
Intentions for July:  

Evangelization – Priests and their Pastoral 
Ministry 

That priests, who experience fatigue and 
loneliness in their pastoral work, may find 
help and comfort in their intimacy with the 

Lord and in their friendship with their broth-
er priests. 

Spouse’s Corner 
 

“For the Church to be 
healthy, she must first recog-
nize that she is 'bruised and 
hurting.' She must commit 

herself to ongoing self-
examination and purification 

— both corporately and in 
the lives of each of her indi-

vidual members. And this pu-
rification means 'we person-

ally have to pass through 
"fire" so as to become fully 
open to receiving God,' says 

Pope Benedict. Christ's 'gaze, 
the touch of his heart, heals 

us through an undeniably 
painful transformation "as 

through fire." But it is a 
blessed pain, in which the 

holy power of his love sears 
through us like a flame, ena-

bling us to become totally 
ourselves and thus totally of 
God' (Spe Salvi 46-47)." The 
Church is the image of the 
Bride of Christ. Are we self-

examining in our marital sac-
raments? 

EXCITING NEWS ---Handing on the Faith 

EVERYONE who has been baptised is called to hand on the faith – in our homes 
and in our communities. IT IS NOT AN OPTION.  It is Christ’s command to go 
out and share the Good News!  

Fr. Jeff recently purchased (£215) a parish subscription to the Catechetical Institute to 
make short online workshops available to ALL members of the parish community.  

 Topics of interest to parents, catechists, evangelists, teachers, those involved in mu-
sic ministry are but a few of the twelve tracks being established.   

 Learn from experts at Franciscan University (USA) who give short video talks (each 
approx. 8-12 mins) followed by a reflective question.   

 If you wish, you will be able to submit your brief answer to each segment of the 
workshop to me for feedback. Complete 12 workshops to earn a Certificate of Com-
pletion.  

While we set up our systems, check out: https://franciscanathome.com/ 

More information will follow shortly - Margaret Wickware, Catechetical Coordinator 
(margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Parishioners Dinner: If you are new to the parish we would like to invite 
you to an evening meal to get to know you and welcome you to the parish. If 
you are interested in receiving an invite, please sign up on the sheet provided at 
the back of the church. Place your name, email and contact details and we will 
get in touch very soon. The next dinner will take place on 14th July at 8pm. You 
are most welcome at Our Lady’s Church.  

Sticker Cards: Please make sure that you turn in your sticker cards to Father 
Jeff or to the Parish Office by 31 July or before if you are leaving for the Summer 
holidays. New cards made available upon your 
return the first week in September. 

New Linen Rota is out. We cannot thank enough 
all the Parishioners who help our Parish function 
on an every day basis. Today we thank those 
who volunteer to wash and iron our Church’s 
linen. Thank you! Please pick up a copy of the 
new linen rota from outside the Sacristy. 

Linen Washers and Readers- If you are available 
to volunteer for these ministries over the Summer 
weeks, can you please put your name on the 
sheet outside the sacristy door hanging on the 
board. Please put your contact details for us to 
help remind those willing to help during Sum-
mer who are around. If you would like to become 
a reader or someone who can help clean the mass 
linens, we would be grateful. Do let us know by 
sending an email to stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk. 

If anyone is interested in doing some periodic weeding in and around the Par-
ish garden please feel free to do so whenever you can. It will be very much ap-
preciated!  

https://franciscanathome.com/
mailto:stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk


Contact Information                                                        

Catholic Church of Our Lady,  St John’s Wood 

54 Lodge Road 

London, NW8 8LA 

02072863214 

stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk 

http:/www.rcsjw.org.uk/ 

Parish Team 

Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel    

Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins 

Director of Music: Martin Toyer 

Parish Secretary: Joanne Molloy 

Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware 

Child Protection Officer: Brenda Das Neves 

 

SATURDAY  

30th June 

 Feria 

- - - 

13th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL 

Private Intention 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

David & Pamela Owen  

SUNDAY  

1st July 

13th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

09.00 
10.30 

12.00 
18.00 

Patrick Treacy RIP 
Iris See RIP 
Olinda RIP (1st Anniv.) 
For The People of the Parish 

MONDAY  

2nd July 

Feria 

08.00 Q 
09.00 

 
 

TUESDAY  

3rd July 
ST THOMAS, Apostle 

 

 

 
 

 

WEDNESDAY 

4th July 
  

 
 

THURSDAY  

5th July 
Feria 

 
 

FRIDAY  

6th July 
Feria 

08.00 Q 
09.00 

 

 

SATURDAY  

7th July 

 Feria 

- - - 

14th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL 

Private Intention 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Jerry Salise RIP   

SUNDAY  

8th July 

14th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

09.00 
10.30 

12.00 
18.00 

Clarec & Manus Patten RIP 
Jose C Ponciano Sr.  
Thanksgiving (Pereira Family) 
For The People of the Parish 

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World 


