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Humanae Vitae 50 Years On: Where Are We?
This year we celebrate the publication of one of the most important documents in Church
teaching on love, marriage and human sexuality. It is called Humanae V itae. Archbishop
Chaput of Philadelphia recently said, ‘Humanae Vitae’ revealed deep wounds in the church
about our understanding of the human person, the nature of sexuality and marriage as God created it,” he
explained. “We still seek the cure for those wounds. But thanks to the witness of St. John Paul II, Pope
Benedict, Pope Francis and many other faithful shepherds, the church has continued to preach the truth
of Jesus Christ about who we are and what God desires for us. “People willing to open their eyes and
their hearts to the truth will see the hope that Catholic teaching represents and the power that comes
when that truth makes us free,” he said. Who and what shapes our understanding of marriage and sexuality? Who forms us and who has the majority of influence over us? These are very important questions.
This week nearly 500 Catholic Priests in England signed the below statement on the Church’s teaching
on the beauty of life and love. I was happily one of them and I did so for the many reasons seen within
the present state of our society. Paul VI was actually prophetic in its teaching. The Church beautifully
upholds the teaching that the marital act is truly love when it is: Total, Faithful, Free and Fruitful. Pope
Saint John Paul II taught on this beautifully in his work Love and Responsibility and Theology of the
Body. Nearly 500 priests of England signed the below statement about this important Church document.
If you have never read it, it’s not very long, or studied, I highly recommend it to you. You can read it
online at http://w2.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_pvi_enc_25071968_humanae-vitae.html The actual anniversary date is 25 July 1968.
The full statement:
In 1968 Pope Paul VI issued a re-affirmation of central aspects of the Church’s traditional teaching on
human sexuality. The encyclical Humanae Vitae affirmed, in harmony with the Church’s traditional
teaching, the purity and beauty of the spousal act, always open to procreation and always unitive.
Humanae Vitae predicted that if artificial contraception became widespread and commonly accepted by
society then we would lose our proper understanding of marriage, the family, the dignity of the child and
of women and even a proper appreciation of our bodies and the gift of male and female. The Holy Father
warned that governments would begin to utilise coercive methods to control what is most private and
intimate.
At the time of the publication of Humanae Vitae many rejected its message and its warnings. Many found
the teaching that the use of contraception was in all cases ‘absolutely excluded’ and ‘intrinsically
wrong’ difficult to accept and challenging to proclaim. Fifty years later so much has unfolded in our society that has been to the detriment of human life and love. Many have come to appreciate again the wisdom of the Church’s teaching.
As priests we desire to affirm on this 50th anniversary of Humanae Vitae the noble vision of procreative
love as the Catholic Church has always taught and understood it. We believe a proper ‘human ecology’, a
rediscovery of the way of nature and respect for human dignity is essential for the future of our people,
Catholic and non-Catholic alike. We propose discovering anew the message of Humanae Vitae, not only
in fidelity to the Gospel, but as a key to the healing and true development of our society
It is my hope and prayer that this will get us talking and listening to one another on some very important
issues that affect each and every one of us. It’s a document of love and hope and not condemnation. Let’s
talk about the issues as a family of love for one another!

God does not
command the
impossible
and he gives
man sufficient
grace to
freely fulfil his
commands.—
Pope St John
Paul II

Mass Times:
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6pm (Saturday)
9, 10.30, 12 &
6pm
Weekday
Mon, Tues, Fri:
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Weds 10am
Thurs: 7pm
Sat: 9am
Rosary
After weekday
Mass
Exposition
Daily from 6am –
Midnight
Confessions
Daily before
Mass
Sat 9.30-10am,
5.15-5.45pm

Summer Festival on Sat 23rd June, from 2pm onwards, in the Parish Garden. Donations of bottles & new items for the Tombola, Bottles of Pimms
and Homemade cakes will be greatly received.. There will be a BBQ,
Bouncy castle, face-painting, and much more-please put the date in your
diary! If you are able to volunteer to help, please call Sr Brigid on
07828148513 or email srbrigid@gmail.com. Update-unless more items are
donated, we shall be forced to cancel this event.
Summer Mass Times Announcement: Please note for your Mass timetable
for the Summer weeks beginning 21 July-26 August 2018. Daily Mass will
be at 10:00 am each day. Sunday Masses: Saturday Vigil 6:00 pm; Sunday
10:00 am and 12:00 noon. There is NO 9:00 am Mass nor a Sunday evening
Mass at 6:00 pm during these dates. Father Jeff will be away this Summer
from 3 August returning to work on 18 August.
Sticker Cards: Please make sure that you turn in your sticker cards to Father Jeff or to the Parish Office by 31 July or before if you are leaving for
the Summer holidays. New cards made available upon your return the
first week in September.
Catechist Needed: Fr Jeff is looking for volunteer catechists for the First
Holy Communion Programme and the Confirmation Programme for 20182019. Training will be provided. Please send your contact details to
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk. You will need to have a DBS before you can
begin. Thank you for your support for our parish catechetical programmed
and the future generations of the Church to be well formed in the Faith.

Applications for First Holy Communion and Confirmation: Applications
for our programmes for next year will be available within the next two
weeks for Fr Jeff and Margaret to organise over the Summer weeks. Announcements for meetings and the programme will be when everyone returns from the Summer holidays.
Linen Washers, Readers and Extraordinary Ministers: If you are available
to volunteer for these ministries over the
Summer weeks, can you please put your
name on the sheet outside the sacristy
door hanging on the board. Please put
your contact details for us to help remind
those willing to help during Summer
who are around. If you would like to become a reader or someone who can help
clean the mass linens, we would be grateful. Do let us know by sending an email
to stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk.
New Linen Rota is out. We cannot thank
enough all the Parishioners who help our
Parish function on an every day basis.
Today we thank those who volunteer to
wash and iron our Church’s linen. Thank
you! Please pick up a copy of the new linen rota from outside the Sacristy.

Sunday Readings (p.95)
Ezekiel 17:22-24
Psalm 91:2-3, 13-16
2 Corinthians 5:6-10
Mark 4:26-34
10.30am Music
Tallis - Missa Salve intermerata
Lassus - Ecce Maria genuit
nobis
Hymns
187 The Church's one foundation
188 Thy hand, O God, has
guided
183 Faith of our fathers

Collect
O God, strength of those who
hope in you, graciously hear
our pleas, and, since without
you mortal frailty can do nothing, grant us always the help of
your grace, that in following
your commands we may please
you by our resolve and our
deeds. Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever.

Amen

Baptism Prep Group
Next Group TBC
Marriage Prep.
Please see Fr Jeff
Six months’ notice required
Preparation obligatory
Union of Catholic Mothers
Monday 18th June at 8pm
Parish Office Hours
Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30

Parish Hall
Activities
Monday-English Language
Classes
Tues, Weds (Soft Play),
Thurs (Music) Parent &
Toddler Group 9.3011.30am
Tuesday-Over 50’s Group

The Pope’s Prayer
Intentions for June:
Social Networks
That social networks may work
towards that inclusiveness
which respects others for their
differences.

Spouse’s Corner
"For the married person ... all sexual expression must be an
honest expression of
the marriage commitment. Any type of behaviour that would
contradict the free,
total, faithful and potentially fruitful selfgiving to which the
spouses commit at
the altar would be an
affront to the very
meaning of sex. In
other words, it would
be a violation of chastity." — Good News
About Sex & Marriage
(p. 88)

Last week, we celebrated 6 months of Eucharistic Adoration in our Parish... equating to more than 2000 hours of prayer and worship in front of
the Blessed Sacrament. It is impossible to quantify the joy, peace and
blessings that have come from this devotion, but our community of
Adorers will each have their own story and testimony. Here is one:
“Before his death, Jesus invited his disciples to pray with him in the Garden of
Gethsemane. In some small way, I feel that my hour of Adoration each week here
at Our Lady’s Parish is my way of responding to Jesus’ invitation to pray with
him and to him. The Chapel is an oasis in my busy life and is one of the very
few places I can find great joy and peace.”
Adoration is available during school terms on Mondays from 6ammidnight; and in the mornings and evenings of other weekdays. We encourage every Parishioner to respond to Jesus' call and join our Adoration schedule. (To join, simply email michaelmurphy7531@gmail.com or
speak to Fr Jeff)
Mark your Calendars for 29 June 2018 at 7:30 pm!! The reason is that it is
the Mass of Sts Peter and Paul and it is a DAY OF HOLY OBLIGATION.
We are having a Sung Solemn Mass at 7:30 pm with choir. On this day, Fr
Jeff will also be celebrating 20 years in priestly ministry from his days as
an Anglican and five of those years on this day, Fr Jeff is celebrating his
Fifth Anniversary as a Catholic Priest. After Mass, Fr Jeff is suggesting
that we all meet in the Presbytery Garden, weather permitting, for a time
of fellowship and fun. It is a Bring and Share of Food and DRINK (and
cigars perhaps). Tables will be set up in the Garden and chairs from the
hall can be brought out or blankets brought if you would like to sit on the
grass. Please sign up in the back of the church with your name, how
many are coming with you and what you are able to contribute by way
of food and or drink. What is brought is what we would have to share!
Thank you and see you there!

SATURDAY
16th June

Mary Dineen RIP
Sacrament of Reconciliation

St Richard of Chichester, Bishop

--11th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL
SUNDAY
17th June
11th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Gonzalo & Maria Gomez RIP
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

MONDAY
18th June

08.00 Q
09.00

Feria

TUESDAY
19th June

Michael Preston RIP (Anniv.)
For The People of the Parish
William Dineen RIP (Fathers Day Remembrance)
For Yoko, Gordan & Family
Bridget & Daniel Collins RIP (Diamond
Wedding Anniv. Remembrance)
Young Zuhair (Birthday Intentions)

Feria

WEDNESDAY
20th June

Mary Knight (Intentions)

St Alban, Protomartyr

THURSDAY
21st June

Mrs Kyrakis (Health Intentions)

St Aloysius Gonzaga

FRIDAY
22nd June

08.00 Q
09.00

Margaret Hennessy RIP

Ss JOHN FISHER, Bishop & THOMAS MORE, Martyrs

SATURDAY
23rd June

Sister Mary Ratcliffe R.D.
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Feria

--THE NATIVITY OF ST JOHN THE
BAPTIST VIGIL
SUNDAY
24th June
THE NATIVITY OF ST JOHN THE
BAPTIST

Sacrament of Reconciliation
David & Pamela Owen
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

Patrick Treacy RIP
Angelika Tarasova RIP
Lulu (Intentions)
For The People of the Parish

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World

Contact Information
Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood
54 Lodge Road
London, NW8 8LA
02072863214
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk
http:/www.rcsjw.org.uk/

Parish Team
Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel
Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins
Director of Music: Martin Toyer
Parish Secretary: Joanne Molloy
Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware
Child Protection Officer: Brenda Das Neves

