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"All the drama of 

the Cross and 

bloody redemption 

of the world are 

transmitted in the 

ineffable silence, in 

sweetness, in the 

peace of the non-

bloody sacrifice; 

the Mass".-- Cardi-

nal Journet  

Mass Times: 

Sunday 
6pm (Saturday) 
9, 10.30, 12 & 

6pm 
 

Weekday 
Mon, Tues, Fri: 

9am 
Weds 10am 
Thurs: 7pm 

Sat: 9am 
 

Rosary 
After weekday 

Mass 
  

Exposition 
Daily from 6am –

Midnight 
 

Confessions 
Daily before 

Mass 
Sat 9.30-10am,  

5.15-5.45pm 

Weekly Newsletter                                                                                        CORPUS CHRISTI–  3rd June 2018  

Holy Communion: the treasure of the Altar 
  
Most Rev. Athanasius Schneider, O.C.R., Auxiliary Bishop of Astana gives you and I much food for 
thought in this week’s newsletter about the real presence and the real sacrifice of the Mass when we 
consider this beautiful teaching of the Church. At this time of the year, I am always reminded of the 
wonderful privilege I had in research and writing on the Sacrifice of the Mass for my PhD at the 

University of St Andrews, Scotland. Spending so many years in research and writing on this topic has shaped so 
much of the way I celebrate Mass and understand what it is/ why we do what we do in our parish at Our Lady’s. It 
is this fundamental teaching celebrated on Corpus Christi that reminds us of the very heart of everything in our 
Catholic Christian Faith. To not believe in this teaching is to deny the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to walk away 
from Him. This is why I left Protestantism and became a Catholic. I particularly studied the teaching of the Mass 
around the Council of Trent and focusing on the time period about 20-30 years after this Council. It is in that Coun-
cil that we find all that we are to believe about the Mass and what we have in our Catechism and all the Magisterial 
documents of the Church. It is my hope that you not only read this week’s newsletter, but that you would most im-
portantly pray what it is teaching asking the Holy Spirit to fill your heart with the love of the Mass and the rever-
ence for our celebration of the Risen Christ in it. What is Corpus Christi all about? Please continue reading the 
words below from Bishop Schneider. 
  
The Council of Trent teaches us: "Our Lord Jesus Christ, proclaiming himself a priest for ever according to the or-
der of Melchizedek (cf. Ps 109: 4; Heb. 5:6), offered to God the Father his body and his blood under the species of 
bread and wine and under the same symbols gave to the apostles  to take. ...He celebrated, in fact, the old Pasch ...
[and] instituted the new Passover, namely himself, that has to be offered by the Church through his priests under 
visible signs. ...And St. Paul says (1 Cor 10:21) that those who are contaminated by participating in the table of 
demons cannot attend the Lord's table, table meaning in both cases the altar" (Sess. XXII, chap. 1). 
  
“Christ sacramentally anticipated the offering of the sacrifice of the Cross on the table of the Last Supper. The visi-
ble altar of the Church, the Catholic altar, therefore also represents the table of the Last Supper. However, in the 
proper sense the Catholic altar indicates the Cross and the rock of Calvary, because the Eucharistic sacrifice is not 
properly the actualization or sacramental representation of the Last Supper, but of the sacrifice of the Cross, and is 
the "sacrament of the sacrifice of the Cross." 
  
For St. Augustine the expressions "altar of God" and "table of God" are synonymous (cf. Serm. 310, 2). In a sermon 
the saintly Bishop of Hippo, explaining the martyrdom of St. Cyprian, emphasized that the liturgical table was the 
place where the sacrifice is offered to God: "You who know Carthage know that in the same place of the martyr-
dom of St. Cyprian a table was erected to God, which is called then the table of St. Cyprian, not because Cyprian 
would eat there, but because he was slain there. So with his own sacrifice he prepared this table, not because he eats 
there or gives us to eat, but because there we offer the sacrifice [Eucharistic] to God, to Whom St. Cyprian offered 
himself in sacrifice" (Serm. 310, 2, 2). Christ has redeemed the world not with the celebration of the Last Supper, 
but with the offering of His bloody sacrifice on the Cross. Otherwise he could ascend to heaven after the celebration 
of the Last Supper.  Ephrem said that the table of the Last Supper was already an altar for Christ (cf. Serm. de hebd. 
sancta, 2, 8).  
  
Receiving Holy Communion is at once a confession of the truth of the sacrifice of the Cross. So taught the Council 
of Trent: "Our Lord ... leaving a memory of His wonders (Ps 110:4) commanded us, when we receive Him, to hon-
our His memory and to proclaim His death until He comes" (Sess. XIII, Sec. 2). It is the mystery of transubstantia-
tion that makes possible the union with the sacrifice of Christ, not only by means of faith and love but also through 
the consummation of the victim present under the sacramental signs. At the moment of Holy Communion the radi-
ance of the bloody Cross is among us, though wrapped in the sweetness of the liturgical rite (cf., ibid.). Cardinal 
Journet admirably sums up this truth, saying: "All the drama of the Cross and bloody redemption of the world are 
transmitted in the ineffable silence, in sweetness, in the peace of the non-bloody sacrifice". He has been given for 
the remission of sins, life and eternal salvation!” 



Sunday Readings (p.85) 

Exodus 24:3-8 
Psalm 115:12-13, 15-18 

Hebrews 9:11-15 
Mark 14:12-16, 22-26 

 
10.30am Music 

Taverner - Mass of Small De-
votion 

Victoria - O Sacrum Convivium 
a6 

Hymns 
112  Alleluia sing to Jesus        
73  At the Lamb's high feast 

we sing 
119  Just as I am, without one 

plea 
 

Baptism Prep Group 
Next Meeting T.B.C. 

 
  Marriage Prep. 
Please see Fr Jeff 

Six months’ notice required 
Preparation obligatory 

 

Union of Catholic Mothers 
Monday 14th June at 8pm 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30 
 

 

David Hogarth would like to thank Parishioners for their great gener-
ousity at last weeks Masses. Over £2086 was given, which will go directly 
towards a new minibus for Neighbourcare. 

Summer Festival on Sat 23rd June, from 2pm onwards, in the Parish Gar-
den. Donations of bottles & new items for the Tombola, Bottles of Pimms 
and Homemade cakes will be greatly received.. There will be a BBQ, 
Bouncy castle, face-painting, and much more-please put the date in your 
diary! If you are able to volunteer to help, please call Sr Brigid on 
07828148513 or email srbrigid@gmail.com 

Standing Orders for Our Faith Giving: I would like to encourage all of 
our parishioners who are able to give their regular offering by standing or-
ders. Why? We are coming up on the Summer months and as is typical for 
our parish, almost 2/3 of our parish are gone over the Summer holiday. 
However, we still have the running of the parish to consider and in the 
past three years, our giving also goes down significantly during this time 
causing financial strains for us. Very soon, the Finance Committee will be 
writing in the Newsletter about our current financial standing and our 
needs to keep the parish running at a level where all benefit from what 
happens here. If you would consider a standing order offering, we can 
continue to count on your support while you are away allowing us to con-
tinue to meet our financial obligations as a parish family. Please contact the 
parish office by writing to stjohnswood@rcdow.org to request your Stand-
ing Order Form and we will be in touch. We are in full compliance with 
the laws on holding personal information of each parishioner. If you ever 
have questions, you can always speak to Father Jeff at any time or to Judith 
in the office who is available on Tuesdays and Fridays after 5:30 pm till 
7:00 pm or thereabouts. Thank you for your generous support of the run-
ning of our parish and 
most importantly, we 
ask for your faithful 
prayers as we continue 
to grow in the grace and 
mission of our Lord Je-
sus Christ. Thank you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect 

O God, who in this wonder-

ful Sacrament have left us a 

memorial of your Passion, 

grant us, we pray, so to re-

vere the sacred mysteries of 

your Body and Blood that we 

may always experience in 

ourselves the fruits of your 

redemption. Who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen 

mailto:stjohnswood@rcdow.org


Parish Hall  

Activities 

 

Monday-English Language 

Classes 

Tues, Weds (Soft Play), 

Thurs (Music)  Parent & 

Toddler Group  9.30-

11.30am 

Tuesday-Over 50’s Group  

The Pope’s Prayer  
Intentions for June:  

Social Networks 

That social networks may work 
towards that inclusiveness 
which respects others for their 
differences. 

Spouse’s Corner 
 

The Eucharist is the 
eternal climax of the 
nuptial mystery 
written into creation: 
it’s the gift of the 
Bridegroom’s body to 
his Bride, the Church. 
It’s the Bride conceiv-
ing eternal life. We 
must let this sink in: 
at the source and 
summit of our faith is 
the consummation of 
a mystical marriage. 
At the source and 
summit of our faith is 
the human body com-
municating the divine 
mystery. Lord, help us 
truly to feast on your 
body and blood!—
Christopher West 

EXCITING NEWS ---Handing on the Faith 

EVERYONE who has been baptised is called to hand on the faith – in our homes 
and in our communities. IT IS NOT AN OPTION.  It is Christ’s command to go 
out and share the Good News!  

Fr. Jeff recently purchased (£215) a parish subscription to the Catechetical Institute to 
make short online workshops available to ALL members of the parish community.  

 Topics of interest to parents, catechists, evangelists, teachers, those involved in mu-
sic ministry are but a few of the twelve tracks being established.   

 Learn from experts at Franciscan University (USA) who give short video talks 
(each approx. 8-12 mins) followed by a reflective question.   

 If you wish, you will be able to submit your brief answer to each segment of the 
workshop to me for feedback. Complete 12 workshops to earn a Certificate of 
Completion.  

While we set up our systems, check out: https://franciscanathome.com/ 

More information will follow shortly - Margaret Wickware, Catechetical Coordinator 
(margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We warmly welcome our Confirmation candidates, their sponsors, par-
ents and guests to the 6 pm Sunday Mass when Auxiliary Bishop of 
Westminster, Nicholas Hudson will confer the sacrament of Confirma-
tion on 23 of our young people. Confirmation completes the graces re-
ceived at Baptism. At Baptism, we become a child of God and at Confir-
mation, Our loving Father deepens his commitment, his bond with each 
one of us: “You are my son”, You are my daughter”. Moreover, He 
strengthens the seven gifts of the 
Holy Spirit initially given to us at 
Baptism for our journey in faith. 
God wants us to help us continue to 
grow closer to him and to be Christ-
like in how we live our lives, to be a 
witness to others in our homes, 
schools and communities. As a par-
ish community we pray especially 
for these candidates that this free gift 
of God’s love takes hold and is fruit-
ful. We pray that these young people 
will choose to make our Lord the 
Lord of their lives, to become disci-
ples. If you have not been confirmed 
and would like to explore this sacra-
ment, please contact, Margaret 
Wickware: margaretwick-
ware@rcdow.org.uk 

https://franciscanathome.com/


Contact Information                                                        

Catholic Church of Our Lady,  St John’s Wood 

54 Lodge Road 

London, NW8 8LA 

02072863214 

stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk 

http:/www.rcsjw.org.uk/ 

Parish Team 

Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel    

Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins 

Director of Music: Martin Toyer 

Parish Secretary: Joanne Molloy 

Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware 

Child Protection Officer: Brenda Das Neves 

SATURDAY  

2nd June 

 Easter Feria 

- - - 

THE MOST HOLY BLOOD & BODY OF 

CHRIST (CORPUS CHRISTI) VIGIL 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

For The People of the Parish 

SUNDAY  

3rd June 

 THE MOST HOLY BLOOD & BODY OF 

CHRIST (CORPUS CHRISTI) 

09.00 
10.30 

 
12.00 
18.00 

Mark Tannion RIP 
Tony Kellard RIP (Birthday & Wedding 

Anniv. Remembrance) 
Matthew Chambers RIP 
The Stapleton Family (In Thanksgiving) 

MONDAY  

4th June 

Feria 

08.00 Q 
09.00 

 
Ayrd & Rana (Intentions) 

TUESDAY  

5th June 
St Boniface, Bishop & Martyr 

 

 

 
Mr Tom RIP 

WEDNESDAY 

6th June 
Feria  

 
Mrs Victoria RIP 

THURSDAY  

7th June 
Feria 

 
 

FRIDAY  

8th June 

THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS 

08.00 Q 
09.00 

 

 
Margaret Hennessy RIP 

SATURDAY  

9th June 

 The Immaculate Heart of Mary 

- - - 

10th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL 

Mr Donald RIP 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Miss Janet Richardson RIP 

SUNDAY  

10th June 

10th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

09.00 
10.30 

12.00 
18.00 

For The People of the Parish 
Lauren Elizabeth Walsh Dubois RIP 

Ana & Gerado Urdaneta (Thanksgiving) 

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World 


