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It is not always within 

your power to control 

your feelings. You will 

recognize that you 

have love if, after hav-

ing experienced an-

noyance and contra-

diction, you do not 

lose your peace, but 

pray for those who 

have made you suffer 

and wish them well.—

as told to Saint Fausti-

na, Diary, 1628  

Mass Times: 

Sunday 
6pm (Saturday) 
9, 10.30, 12 & 

6pm 
 

Weekday 
Mon, Tues, Fri: 

9am 
Weds 10am 
Thurs: 7pm 

Sat: 9am 
 

Rosary 
After weekday 

Mass 
  

Exposition 
Daily from 6am –

Midnight 
 

Confessions 
Daily before 

Mass 
Sat 9.30-10am,  

5.15-5.45pm 

Weekly Newsletter                                                                                   PENTECOST SUNDAY–  20th May 2018  

Why the Holy Spirit? by Pope Benedict XVI 

Let us look at today’s Gospel in which Jesus says: “When the Spirit of truth 
comes, he will guide you into all the truth” (Jn 16:13). Here, in speaking of 
the Holy Spirit, Jesus explains to us what the Church is and how she should 

live in order to be herself, to be the place of unity and communion in Truth; he tells us 
that behaving as Christians means no longer being shut into our own “I” but rather be-
ing open to all things: it means inwardly welcoming the whole Church within ourselves 
or, even better, inwardly letting her receive us. Therefore when I speak, think and act 
as a Christian I do not do so by closing myself into myself, but I always do so in all 
things and starting with all things: thus the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of unity and of truth, 
may continue to resonate in our human hearts and minds and spur people to meet and 
to welcome each other. 

Precisely because the Spirit acts in this way, he ushers us into the whole truth, which is 
Jesus, and guides us to look at it more deeply and to understand it. We do not grow in 
knowledge by locking ourselves into own ego but only in an attitude of profound inner 
humility do we become capable of listening and sharing in the “we” of the Church. And 
in this way it becomes clearer why Babel is Babel and Pentecost is Pentecost. Wherev-
er people want to set themselves up as God they cannot but set themselves against 
each other. Instead, wherever they place themselves in the Lord’s truth they are open 
to the action of his Spirit who sustains and unites them. 

The comparison of Babel with Pentecost is re-echoed once again in the Second Read-
ing where the Apostle says: “Walk by the Spirit, and do not gratify the desires of the 
flesh” (Gal 5:16). St Paul explains to us that our personal life is marked by an inner 
conflict, a rupture between the impulses that come from the flesh and those that come 
from the Spirit; and we cannot follow them all. Indeed, we cannot be both selfish and 
generous, follow the tendency to dominate others and at the same time feel the joy of 
disinterested service. We always have to choose which impulse to follow and we can 
do so authentically only with the help of the Spirit of Christ. 

St Paul — as we have heard — lists the works of the flesh. They are the sins of selfish-
ness and violence, enmity, discord, jealousy and disagreement; they are thoughts and 
actions that do not let us live in a truly human and Christian way, in love. This direction 
leads to the loss of one’s own life. The Holy Spirit on the contrary leads us to the 
heights of God, so that we may already experience on this earth the seed of divine life 
which exists within us. St Paul says in fact: “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace...” (Gal 5:22). 

And let us note that the Apostle uses the plural to describe the works of the flesh that 
cause us to lose our humanity, whereas he uses the singular to define the Spirit’s ac-
tion, he speaks of “fruit”, just as the scattering abroad at Babel is contrasted with the 
unity of Pentecost. 



Sunday Readings (p.286) 

Acts 2:1-11 
Psalm 103:1, 24, 29-31, 34 
1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13 

John 20:19-23 
 

Hymns 
 92  Come Down O Love Di-

vine               
91  Breathe on me, Breath of 

God               
90 The head that once was 

crowned with thorns 
 
 
 
 
 

Baptism Prep Group 
Next Meeting T.B.C. 

 
  Marriage Prep. 
Please see Fr Jeff 

Six months’ notice required 
Preparation obligatory 

 

Union of Catholic Mothers 
Monday 14th May at 8pm 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30 
 

 

Gift Aid-If any parishioner who has a gift aid in favour of the 
parish and no longer pays UK tax, please advise your 
name, address and the date you ceased to pay tax to the rectory 
office as soon as possible, for the attention of Judith. Thank you. 

Next week David Hogarth will be appealing at all Masses for 
funds to help replace the minibus that brings older people to 
Mass on Sunday.  The present one is wearing out  - also it won't 
comply with the new, stricter emission regulations.  Its owners , 
Neighbourcare St John's Wood and Maida Vale, want to replace 
it, if possible with a completely new one, since buying minibus-
es second hand can be risky.  Any contributions you care to 
make will be much appreciated. 

Please pray for a successful trip for our Latin Choir who, along 
with Fr Jeff, are on tour in Krakow, Poland this weekend. Many 
thanks to all who donated towards this.  

Thank you to all the First Holy Communion Families who do-
nated so generously towards the Sacristy Fund at last weekends 
Masses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect 

O God, who by the mystery of to-

day’s great feast sanctify your 

whole Church in every people and 

nation, pour out, we pray, the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit across the face of 

the earth and, with the divine 

grace that was at work when the 

Gospel was first proclaimedfill 

now once more the hearts of be-

lievers. Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. 

Amen 



Parish Hall  

Activities 

 

Monday-English Language 

Classes 

Tues, Weds (Soft Play), 

Thurs (Music)  Parent & 

Toddler Group  9.30-

11.30am 

Tuesday-Over 50’s Group  

The Pope’s Prayer  
Intentions for May:  

Evangelization – The Mission 
of Laity 
That the lay faithful may fulfill 
their specific mission, by re-
sponding with creativity to the 
challenges that face the world 
today. 

Spouse’s Corner 
 

"Our equal dignity as 

men and women is 
founded on God's cre-
ating us in his image as 

male and female, but 
equal in dignity does not 
mean sameness. It's pre-
cisely in the beauty of 
sexual difference that we 
discover our complemen-
tary and equally dignified 
personhood." Let us ask 
the Holy Spirit this Pente-
cost would open our 
hearts to the beauty of 
one another’s dignity in 
marriage. May the Holy 
Spirit be the continued 
bond of all marriages. Let 
us pray to Him for this 
especially today.’’ 

EXCITING NEWS ---Handing on the Faith 

EVERYONE who has been baptised is called to hand on the faith – in our homes 
and in our communities. IT IS NOT AN OPTION.  It is Christ’s command to go 
out and share the Good News!  

Fr. Jeff recently purchased (£215) a parish subscription to the Catechetical Institute to 
make short online workshops available to ALL members of the parish community.  

 Topics of interest to parents, catechists, evangelists, teachers, those involved in mu-
sic ministry are but a few of the twelve tracks being established.   

 Learn from experts at Franciscan University (USA) who give short video talks 
(each approx. 8-12 mins) followed by a reflective question.   

 If you wish, you will be able to submit your brief answer to each segment of the 
workshop to me for feedback. Complete 12 workshops to earn a Certificate of 
Completion.  

While we set up our systems, check out: https://franciscanathome.com/ 

More information will follow shortly - Margaret Wickware, Catechetical Coordinator 
(margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

If you are over 18, your help would be very much appreciated 
as a St Frai Helper. Some of our sick pilgrims in most need of 
support and medical care stay in a hospital-like building called 
the Accueil St Frai in the centre of Lourdes. It is well-equipped 
for their care and they are looked after by a team of doctors, 
nurses and volunteer St Frai Helpers. The timetable is shared 
across two shifts so there 
is enough time to rest, 
make your own pilgrim-
age, spend time with 
your groups and make 
new friends. Working in 
the St Frai is an oppor-
tunity to give our care 
and company to our pil-
grims and make a huge 
difference in their lives. If 
you’re interested in help-
ing in the St Frai in 
Lourdes, please email 
chief helper Nick Leon-
ard and team at westmin-
sterstfrai@gmail.com 
 

https://franciscanathome.com/


Contact Information                                                        

Catholic Church of Our Lady,  St John’s Wood 

54 Lodge Road 

London, NW8 8LA 

02072863214 

stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk 

http:/www.rcsjw.org.uk/ 

Parish Team 

Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel    

Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins 

Director of Music: Martin Toyer 

Parish Secretary: Joanne Molloy 

Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware 

Child Protection Officer: Brenda Das Neves 

 

SATURDAY  

19th May 

 Easter Feria 

- - - 

PENTECOST SUNDAY VIGIL 

Margarita Gutierrez (Health Intentions) 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Victor Degtiarev & Tayo RIP  

SUNDAY  

20th May 

 PENTECOST SUNDAY 

09.00 
10.30 

12.00 
 
18.00 

Rafael Baralt (Thanksgiving) 
Gonzalo Gomez RIP 
Mary Dineen RIP (Birthday Remem-
brance) 
Richard Coker-Enahoro RIP (Anniv.)  

MONDAY  

21st  May 

Feria 

08.00 Q 
09.00 

 
Sister Evelyn Gallagher (Health Inten-

tions) 

TUESDAY  

22nd May 
Feria 

 

 

 
Peyton 

WEDNESDAY 

23rd May 
Feria  

 
Margaret Hennessy RIP 

THURSDAY  

24th May 
 Feria 

 
 

FRIDAY  

25th May 

St Bede the Venerable, Priest & Doctor 

08.00 Q 
09.00 

 

 
Mr & Mrs George Rutt 

SATURDAY  

26th May 

 St Philip Neri, Priest 

- - - 

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY VIGIL 

Howard 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

SUNDAY  

27th May 

 THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 

09.00 
10.30 

12.00 
18.00 

For The People of the Parish 
Gladys & Arthur Liyanage RIP 

Emmanuel Oti RIP (5th Anniv.) 
Francoise Balfe (Health Intentions) 

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World 


