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Why The Ascension And Pentecost Matter
We must despise earthly things and rise to things above, especially by active works of mercy and love. These were the words of Pope St Leo the
Great (461). I offer these words for us as we now are between the time of the Ascension and Pentecost. These words give us hope in the midst of difficulties as many of
our fellow believers before us walked down challenging roads for the faith. Let us use
this Season to rejoice in the grace of the Holy Spirit. Let us strive after all that is holy
and may these words below of St Leo encourage us in our endeavour.
And so, dearly-beloved, let us rejoice with spiritual joy, and let us with gladness pay
God worthy thanks and raise our hearts' eyes unimpeded to those heights where Christ
is. Minds that have heard the call to be uplifted must not be pressed down by earthly
affections , they that are fore-ordained to things eternal must not be taken up with the
things that perish; they that have entered on the way of Truth must not be entangled in
treacherous snares, and the faithful must so take their course through these temporal
things as to remember that they are sojourning in the vale of this world, in which, even
though they meet with some attractions, they must not sinfully embrace them, but
bravely pass through them. For to this devotion the blessed Apostle Peter arouses us,
and entreating us with that loving eagerness which he conceived for feeding Christ's
sheep by the threefold profession of love for the Lord, says, "dearly-beloved, I beseech
you, as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul 1
Peter 2:11 ." But for whom do fleshly pleasures wage war, if not for the devil, whose
delight it is to fetter souls that strive after things above, with the enticements of corruptible good things, and to draw them away from those abodes from which he himself has
been banished?
Against his plots every believer must keep careful watch that he may crush his foe on
the side whence the attack is made. And there is no more powerful weapon, dearlybeloved, against the devil's wiles than kindly mercy and bounteous charity, by which
every sin is either escaped or vanquished. But this lofty power is not attained until that
which is opposed to it be overthrown. And what so hostile to mercy and works of charity
as avarice from the root of which spring all evils ? And unless it be destroyed by lack of
nourishment, there must needs grow in the ground of that heart in which this evil weed
has taken root, the thorns and briars of vices rather than any seed of true goodness.
Let us then, dearly-beloved, resist this pestilential evil and "follow after charity ," without
which no virtue can flourish, that by this path of love whereby Christ came down to us,
we too may mount up to Him, to Whom with God the Father and the Holy Spirit is honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

To be taken
with love for a
soul, God does
not look on its
greatness, but
on the greatness of its humility—St.
John of the
Cross
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6pm (Saturday)
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Mon, Tues, Fri:
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Weds 10am
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Rosary
After weekday
Mass
Exposition
Daily from 6am –
Midnight
Confessions
Daily before
Mass
Sat 9.30-10am,
5.15-5.45pm

A very warm welcome to all visitors to our parish this weekend. If you have
questions about our Catholic faith or would like to explore becoming a Catholic,
please do not hestitate to be in touch. Margaret Wickware
(margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk)
A very special note of congratulations to our 36 children who are receiving their
First Holy Communion this weekend. As a parish community, we pray for these
children as they grow in intimate communion with Christ Jesus.
Gift Aid-If any parishioner who has a gift aid in favour of the parish and no longer pays UK tax, please advise your name, address and the date you ceased to
pay tax to the rectory office as soon as possible, for the attention of Judith. Thank
you.

Sunday Readings (p.273)
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26
Psalm 102:1-2, 11-12, 19-20
1 John 4:11-16
John 17:11-19
Music at 10.30 Mass
Lassus - Missa super Confundatur superbi
L'Heretier - Surrexit pastor
bonus
Hymns
261 Rejoice the Lord is King
87 Hail the day that sees him
rise
141 Crown him with many
crowns

Collect
Graciously hear our supplications, O Lord, so that we,
who believe that the Saviour
of the human race is with
you in the glory, may experience, as he promised, until
the end of the world, his
abiding presence among us.
Who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever.
Amen

Baptism Prep Group
Next Meeting T.B.C.
Marriage Prep.
Please see Fr Jeff
Six months’ notice required
Preparation obligatory
Union of Catholic Mothers
Monday 14th May at 8pm
Parish Office Hours
Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30

Parish Hall
Activities
Monday-English Language
Classes
Tues, Weds (Soft Play),
Thurs (Music) Parent &
Toddler Group 9.3011.30am
Tuesday-Over 50’s Group

The Pope’s Prayer
Intentions for May:
Evangelization – The Mission
of Laity
That the lay faithful may fulfill
their specific mission, by responding with creativity to the
challenges that face the world
today.

Spouse’s Corner
The bodily, physical realities of the sacraments
communicate ultimate
Spiritual reality to us.
This is the logic of Christianity, which is the logic
of the Incarnation,
brought to us courtesy of
the Lord’s bodily Ascension and the sending of
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. This has tremendous impact on how we
understand our bodies
and how they relate to
one another and communicate the truth about
God. We should ask our
Lord to lift our marriages
up to heaven so that all
we do on earth within
our married life communicates his love and
glory to the world.

EXCITING NEWS ---Handing on the Faith
EVERYONE who has been baptised is called to hand on the faith – in our homes
and in our communities. IT IS NOT AN OPTION. It is Christ’s command to go
out and share the Good News!
Fr. Jeff recently purchased (£215) a parish subscription to the Catechetical Institute to
make short online workshops available to ALL members of the parish community.


Topics of interest to parents, catechists, evangelists, teachers, those involved in music ministry are but a few of the twelve tracks being established.



Learn from experts at Franciscan University (USA) who give short video talks
(each approx. 8-12 mins) followed by a reflective question.



If you wish, you will be able to submit your brief answer to each segment of the
workshop to me for feedback. Complete 12 workshops to earn a Certificate of
Completion.

While we set up our systems, check out: https://franciscanathome.com/
More information will follow shortly - Margaret Wickware, Catechetical Coordinator
(margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk)
If you are over 18, your help would be very much appreciated as a St Frai Helper. Some of our sick pilgrims in most need of support and medical care stay in a
hospital-like building called the Accueil St Frai in the centre of Lourdes. It is
well-equipped for their care and they are looked after by a team of doctors,
nurses and volunteer St Frai Helpers. The role of a St Frai helper is to support
the nurses and provide the sort of care for which you don’t need a medical qualification. This includes helping the
pilgrims get up and ready in the
morning; making large amounts of
tea; taking the pilgrims to various pilgrimage events; shopping and socialising with them and other helpers;
and putting them to bed at night. The
timetable is shared across two shifts
so there is enough time to rest, make
your own pilgrimage, spend time
with your groups and make new
friends. Helping in the St Frai is an
extremely moving and rewarding experience. Working in the St Frai is an
opportunity to give our care and
company to our pilgrims and make a
huge difference in their lives. If
you’re interested in helping in the St
Frai in Lourdes, please email chief
helper Nick Leonard and team at
westminsterstfrai@gmail.com

SATURDAY
12th May

Jamla Zablouk
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Easter Feria

--SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER VIGIL
SUNDAY
13th May
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

MONDAY
14th May

Sacrament of Reconciliation
For The People of the Parish
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

08.00 Q
09.00

For The People of Venezuela
Violette Balfe (Health Intentions)
Waseem (Intentions)
Michael, Fadhila & Hanna Shaikh
(Intentions)

Christopher Griffiths RIP (Anniv.)

Easter Feria

TUESDAY
15th May

In Thanksgiving For Emmanuel Stapleton

Easter Feria

WEDNESDAY
16th May
Easter Feria

THURSDAY
17th May

Margaret Hennessy RIP

Easter Feria

FRIDAY
18th May

08.00 Q
09.00

Easter Feria

SATURDAY
19th May

For The Sisters of Mercy in Shrewsbury,
celebrating 150 years since Foundation
Margarita Gutierrez (Health Intentions)
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Easter Feria

--PENTECOST SUNDAY VIGIL
SUNDAY
20th May
PENTECOST SUNDAY

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Victor Degtiarev & Tayo RIP
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

Rafael Baralt (Thanksgiving)
Gonzalo Gomez RIP
Mary Dineen RIP (Birthday Remembrance)
Richard Coker-Enahoro RIP (Anniv.)

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World

Contact Information
Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood
54 Lodge Road
London, NW8 8LA
02072863214
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk
http:/www.rcsjw.org.uk/

Parish Team
Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel
Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins
Director of Music: Martin Toyer
Parish Secretary: Joanne Molloy
Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware
Child Protection Officer: Brenda Das Neves

