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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER– 6th May 2018

Overflowing with LOVE Itself!

In his first Encyclical (Deus Caritas Est) as Pope, Benedict XVI spread his
wings by drawing our attention to what we are hearing in the Gospel and
Epistle reading today from Saint John. Here lies the truth of what we are
called to live from God, in God and for one another. Receiving God’s abundant love and
life frees us and enables us to love others so that they can experience God’s love and life.
Remembering that we cannot give what we have not received, love comes to us as a Gift
and one that we are called to share. Knowing ourselves allows us to know God and coming to know God is coming to know LOVE itself. Our marriage corner this week expresses this in a tangible way. If we are honest with ourselves, we will realize that on our
own we don’t have the power to love in this way – that is, in a totally selfless, sacrificial,
divine way. We must first receive this love deeply into ourselves if we are to share it
with others (we can’t give what we don’t have). As we read in the first reading, “In this
is love: not that we have loved God, but that he [first] loved us.”
Pope Benedict XVI wrote these important words in the introduction of the encyclical.
“God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him” (1 Jn
4:16). These words from the First Letter of John express with remarkable clarity the
heart of the Christian faith: the Christian image of God and the resulting image of mankind and its destiny. In the same verse, Saint John also offers a kind of summary of the
Christian life: “We have come to know and to believe in the love God has for us”.
We have come to believe in God's love: in these words the Christian can express the fundamental decision of his life. Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a
lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and
a decisive direction. Saint John's Gospel describes that event in these words: “God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should ... have
eternal life” (3:16). In acknowledging the centrality of love, Christian faith has retained
the core of Israel's faith, while at the same time giving it new depth and breadth. The pious Jew prayed daily the words of the Book of Deuteronomy which expressed the heart
of his existence: “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord, and you shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your might” (6:45). Jesus united into a single precept this commandment of love for God and the commandment of love for neighbour found in the Book of Leviticus: “You shall love your
neighbour as yourself” (19:18; cf. Mk 12:29-31). Since God has first loved us (cf. 1 Jn
4:10), love is now no longer a mere “command”; it is the response to the gift of love with
which God draws near to us.” Let us ask God to help us come to know His LOVE this
week so that we might share the greatest gift in all the world with the world.

“God does not turn
a deaf ear to our
cries. Quite the
contrary; he enters
into them, experiencing them himself in his passion
and death and,
through his Resurrection, he transforms our sorrow
into joy.” –
Christopher West

Mass Times:
Sunday
6pm (Saturday)
9, 10.30, 12 &
6pm
Weekday
Mon, Tues, Fri:
9am
Weds 10am
Thurs: 7pm
Sat: 9am
Rosary
After weekday
Mass
Exposition
Daily from 6am –
Midnight
Confessions
Daily before
Mass
Sat 9.30-10am,
5.15-5.45pm

The Ascension of the Lord, this Thursday 10th May, is a Holy Day of Obligation.
Mass will be said at 7.30pm.

Sunday Readings (p.266)

Fr Jeff would like to say a big Thank You to Rosi and Alessandro Graziano, for
the redecoration of our Adoration Chapel, and for all their hard work.

Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48
Psalm 97:1-4
1 John 4:7-10
John 15:9-17

First Holy Communion -We are truly delighted that 39 children will receive their
First Holy Communion here on the weekend of 12/13 May. Please pray that
they will continue to grow closer to Christ as they journey in faith with their parish community. PLEASE NOTE: 11 of these children will receive their FHC at the
regular noon Mass on 13 May. There will be many visitors to our parish that day
and the Church will be full to capacity! If you are a regular parishioner at the
noon Mass and not involved in the First Holy Communion celebration, you
may wish to attend an alternate Mass.

Music at 10.30 Mass
Guerrero - Missa Saeculorum
Amen
Ingegneri - Surrexit pastor bonus

We warmly welcome our Confirmation candidates and their parents to the 6pm
Mass on Sunday, 6 May. The sacrament of Confirmation completes the graces received at Baptism. At Baptism, we become a child of God and at Confirmation,
Our loving Father deepens his commitment, his bond with each one of us: “You
are my son”, You are my daughter”. Moreover, he strengthens the seven gifts of
the Holy Spirit initially given to us at Baptism for our journey in faith. God wants
us to help us continue to grow closer to him and to be Christ-like in how we live
our lives, to be a witness to others in our homes, schools and communities.
As a parish community we pray especially for these candidates that this free gift
of God’s love takes hold and is fruitful. We pray that these young people will
choose to make our Lord the Lord of their lives, to become disciples.
If you have not been
confirmed and would
like to explore this sacrament, please contact,
Margaret Wickware:
margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk
Ahead of the Senior
Choir’s tour to Krakow, there will be a
concert on 12th May at
7.30pm of the music
that they will be perf orming
in
Poland. They will be
joined by the Junior
Choir who will be
singing some of their
favourite motets. Tickets £10 (Cons £5)

Hymns
242 Love Divine, all loves excelling
55 My God I love thee
98 Love of the Father, love of
God the Son

Collect
Grant, almighty God, that we
may celebrate with heartfelt
devotion these days of joy,
which we keep in honour of
the risen Lord, and that what
we relive in remembrance
we may always hold on to
what we do. Through our
Lord Jesus Who lives and
reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever.
Amen

Baptism Prep Group
Next Meeting T.B.C.
Marriage Prep.
Please see Fr Jeff
Six months’ notice required
Preparation obligatory
Union of Catholic Mothers
Monday 14th May at 8pm
Parish Office Hours
Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30

Parish Hall
Activities
Monday-English Language
Classes
Tues, Weds (Soft Play),
Thurs (Music) Parent &
Toddler Group 9.3011.30am
Tuesday-Over 50’s Group

The Pope’s Prayer
Intentions for May:
Evangelization – The Mission
of Laity
That the lay faithful may fulfill
their specific mission, by responding with creativity to the
challenges that face the world
today.

Spouse’s Corner
In this weekend’s Gospel,
Jesus proclaims the new
commandment of love:
“love one another as I
have loved you.” If we
are honest with ourselves, we will realize
that on our own we
don’t have the power to
love in this way – that is,
in a totally selfless, sacrificial, divine way. We
must first receive this
love deeply into ourselves if we are to share
it with others (we can’t
give what we don’t
have). What is our love
level like? Does our
spouse experience God’s
love from us?

EXCITING NEWS ---Handing on the Faith
EVERYONE who has been baptised is called to hand on the faith – in our homes
and in our communities. IT IS NOT AN OPTION. It is Christ’s command to go
out and share the Good News!
Fr. Jeff recently purchased (£215) a parish subscription to the Catechetical Institute to
make short online workshops available to ALL members of the parish community.


Topics of interest to parents, catechists, evangelists, teachers, those involved in music ministry are but a few of the twelve tracks being established.



Learn from experts at Franciscan University (USA) who give short video talks
(each approx. 8-12 mins) followed by a reflective question.



If you wish, you will be able to submit your brief answer to each segment of the
workshop to me for feedback. Complete 12 workshops to earn a Certificate of
Completion.

While we set up our systems, check out: https://franciscanathome.com/
More information will follow shortly - Margaret Wickware, Catechetical Coordinator
(margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk)
If you are over 18, your help would be very much appreciated as a St Frai Helper. Some of our sick pilgrims in most need of support and medical care stay in a
hospital-like building called the Accueil St Frai in the centre of Lourdes. It is
well-equipped for their care and they are looked after by a team of doctors,
nurses and volunteer St Frai Helpers. The role of a St Frai helper is to support
the nurses and provide the sort of care for which you don’t need a medical qualification. This includes helping the pilgrims get up and ready in the morning;
making large amounts of tea; taking the pilgrims to various pilgrimage events;
shopping and socialising with them
and other helpers; and putting them
to bed at night. The timetable is
shared across two shifts so there is
enough time to rest, make your own
pilgrimage, spend time with your
groups and make new friends. Helping in the St Frai is an extremely moving and rewarding experience. Working in the St Frai is an opportunity to
give our care and company to our pilgrims and make a huge difference in
their lives. If you’re interested in helping in the St Frai in Lourdes, please
email chief helper Nick Leonard and
team at westminsterstfrai@gmail.com

SATURDAY
5th May

The Deceased Members of the Rassam
Family
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Easter Feria

--SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER VIGIL
SUNDAY
6th May
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

MONDAY
7th May

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Suhaila Nabba
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

Alfredo Christiansen RIP
John Balfe RIP
The Deceased Members of the Obayda
Family
For The People of the Parish

08.00 Q
09.00

Maria Gomez RIP

Easter Feria

TUESDAY
8th May

Mahir & Family

Easter Feria

WEDNESDAY
9th May

Kate Duffy RIP

Easter Feria

THURSDAY
10th May

Philip Mooham RIP

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

FRIDAY
11th May

08.00 Q
09.00

Bashir Rassam

Easter Feria

SATURDAY
12th May

Jamla Zablouk
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Easter Feria

--SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER VIGIL

SUNDAY
13th May
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Sacrament of Reconciliation
For The People of the Parish

09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

For The People of Venezuela
Violette Balfe (Health Intentions)
Waseem (Intentions)
Michael, Fadhila & Hanna Shaikh
(Intentions)

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World

Contact Information
Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood
54 Lodge Road
London, NW8 8LA
02072863214
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk
http:/www.rcsjw.org.uk/

Parish Team
Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel
Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins
Director of Music: Martin Toyer
Parish Secretary: Joanne Molloy
Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware
Child Protection Officer: Brenda Das Neves

