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ST JOHN’S WOOD 

"What is true of 

Christ's body is 

true also of his 

Mystical Body, the 

Church. Our identi-

ty is revealed by 

our wounds, 

wounds that have 

been touched by 

Christ and, be-

cause of that, now 

reveal the hope of 

glory."—

Christopher West 

Mass Times: 

Sunday 
6pm (Saturday) 
9, 10.30, 12 & 

6pm 
 

Weekday 
Mon, Tues, Fri: 

9am 
Weds 10am 
Thurs: 7pm 

Sat: 9am 
 

Rosary 
After weekday 

Mass 
  

Exposition 
Daily from 6am –

Midnight 
 

Confessions 
Daily before 

Mass 
Sat 9.30-10am,  

5.15-5.45pm 

Weekly Newsletter                                                                    THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER– 15th APRIL 2018  

The Right To Your Good Name: A Communion of Love 

 

“Communion isn’t just another word for receiving the Eucharist—though the Eucharist is 
indeed the fullest expression of communion on earth. Communion means participating in 
the life of another; sharing in that life so intimately that your happiness is bound up in 

theirs, that you become part of each other’s existence.  

As Christians, we are called to communion both horizontally and vertically—with God and with our 
neighbour. We are called to commune with the Divine life, to share in the life of the Trinity in love. It is 
a tremendous truth. But it doesn’t end there. We are also called to commune with our neighbour in love. 
Who is our neighbour? That person right in front of us, no matter how annoying or hurtful they may be. 

Unforgiveness is a poison that severs communion. It destroys the very relationships, horizontal and verti-
cal, for which we were made. And that is why we are called to forgive. For just as God restored com-
munion with us by forgiving our sins, we must restore communion with him and with our neighbour by 
forgiving those who have hurt us.” 

There are many ways that this communion is torn apart. One is in violation of the 8th Commandment. 
The Catechism reminds us that (2464) The eighth commandment forbids misrepresenting the truth in our 
relations with others. This moral prescription flows from the vocation of the holy people to bear witness 
to their God who is the truth and wills the truth. Offenses against the truth express by word or deed a re-
fusal to commit oneself to moral uprightness: they are fundamental infidelities to God and, in this sense, 
they undermine the foundations of the covenant. 

The warning of Scripture reminds us to "Be careful of your reputation, for it will last you longer than a 
thousand hordes of gold. A good life lasts a certain number of days, but a good reputation lasts forev-
er" (Si. 41:12-16). 

Fr Hardin reminds us about the natural justice in protecting reputation: ...”reputation is the object of an 
acquired right, and consequently to take it away or lower it becomes an act of injustice.” 

How is this grave matter carried out? 

Gossip: any time when you reveal the facts of the inter ior  life of another  person. 

Slander: Same as gossip, but the things that are “revealed” are not true or are said with a malicious 
intent. Slander is either done intentionally or unintentionally (ignorance…you believe something to be 
true of a person, but you have no proof), but either way, you want the person to whom you are speaking 
to think badly of the person you are revealing. 

Detraction: any time when you reveal the true facts of the inter ior  life of another  person without 
an objectively valid reason. (CCC2477) An objectively valid reason would be someone just confessed to 
you that they murdered their grandmother, you can (and should) tell the police. However, if someone 
confesses to you that they killed their grandmother and you tell the authorities and then tell everyone else 
you meet, that is not a valid reason. 

Calumny: this is the same as slander : telling a falsehood about someone else. This includes lying 
and telling things that you may believe to be true, but of which you have no proof. 

Calumny is of a higher gravity than detraction, but the gravity of the situation determines the gravity of 
the sin. This is why you must examine the intention of your heart. 

Let us not forget rash judgments about another:  
“Why do you observe the splinter in your brother's eye and never notice the plank in your own? How 
dare you say to your brother, "Let me take the splinter out of your eye," when all the time there is a plank 
in your own? Hypocrite! Take the plank out of your own eye first, and then you will see clearly enough 
to take the splinter out of your brother's eye (Mt. 7:3-5).” 



Sunday Readings (p.258) 

Acts 3:13-15, 17-19 

Psalm 4:2, 4, 7, 9 
1 John 2:1-5 
Luke 20:1-9 

 

Music at 10.30 Mass 
Palestrina – Missa Brevis 

Lassus – Regina Coelis 
Hymns  

85          Ye choirs of new Jerusa-
lem              

72          When I survey the won-
drous cross     

120        Let all mortal flesh keep 
silence 

Baptism Prep Group 
Next Meeting T.B.C. 

 

                     Marriage Prep. 
Please see Fr Jeff 

Six months’ notice required 
Preparation obligatory 

 

Union of Catholic Mothers 
Next Meeting T.B.C. 

 

St Josephs Fellowship 
Next Meeting T.B.C. 

 

Parish Office Hours 
Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30 

 

 

Eucharistic Adoration (“Term” schedule) resumes this week… 
 
A reflection from a Parishioner…  When I started participating in Perpetual Ad-
oration in December, I hoped to find peace, rest and a quiet place to pray with the 
Blessed Sacrament, a place where I could escape the rush and noise of the world.  
I am realizing that Adoration is not about the peace and quiet it can bring in to 
my life, but an opportunity for me to give to the Lord my love, my time, my focus 
and attention.  The Lord has been there all along, waiting for me to come to Him.  
Has He been sad or lonely while He waited for me to come to Him?  “Behold this 
Heart which loves so much yet is so little loved.”  Adoration is my opportunity to 
find ways to tell the Lord how much I love Him.  An hour a week seems hardly 
enough time – it’s such a little way - to console His Sacred Heart. 
 
Jesus invites you to spend an hour with him…  
 

 
 
Key 
 Green… The Church is open 

for all.  Please come and 
Adore at anytime. 

 Yellow… Access to the 
Chapel is available to parish-
ioners who are well known 
to Fr Jeff. 

 Grey "M"… Mass times.  No 
Adoration in Chapel.  

 White… Timeslot is vacant; 
hence, there is no Adoration.  
Volunteers welcome… con-
tact Michael Murphy
(michaelmur-
phy7531@gmail.com) or 
speak to Fr Jeff anytime. 

  
New Offertory Envelopes - Re-
minder: For all parishioners who 
used offertory envelopes during 
the past six months, your new 
envelopes are ready for use now 
and available for collection at the 
back of church before and after 
Saturday evening and Sunday Masses. They are in two alphabetical sets – Gift 
Aid and Planned Giving. Please ensure you take the correct box by checking your 
name and address. Thank you 
 
 
 

Collect 

God of everlasting mercy, 

who, in the very recurrence 

of the paschal feast kindle 

the faith of the people you 

have made your own, in-

crease we pray, the grace 

you have bestowed, that all 

may grasp and rightly under-

stand in what font they have 

been washed, by whose Spir-

it they have been reborn, by 

whose Blood they have been 

redeemed. Through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, your Son, who 

lives and reigns with you in 

the power of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever.  

Amen  

mailto:michaelmurphy7531@gmail.com
mailto:michaelmurphy7531@gmail.com


Parish Hall  

Activities 

 

Monday-English Language 

Classes 

Tues, Weds (Soft Play), 

Thurs (Music)  Parent & 

Toddler Group  9.30-

11.30am 

Tuesday-Over 50’s Group  

The Pope’s Prayer  
Intentions for April:  

Universal – For those who have 
Responsibility in Economic 
Matters 
That economists may have the 
courage to reject any economy 
of exclusion and know how to 
open new paths. 

Spouse’s Corner 
 

In the Marriage Sacra-
ment we exchange the 

touch of Christ in our 
vows and renew those 

promises in the marital 
embrace. At times we 
need to revisit what 

those vows meant and 
perhaps rededicate our-
selves to all we meant 

and said on that holy day 
of matrimony. If there are 
struggles, remember that 

still today, through the 
veil of the sacraments, 

Christ invites us to touch 
him and see … and be-
lieve. We do believe, 

Lord, help our unbelief! 

EXCITING NEWS ---Handing on the Faith 

EVERYONE who has been baptised is called to hand on the faith – in our homes 
and in our communities. IT IS NOT AN OPTION.  It is Christ’s command to go 
out and share the Good News!  

Fr. Jeff recently purchased (£215) a parish subscription to the Catechetical Institute to 
make short online workshops available to ALL members of the parish community.  

 Topics of interest to parents, catechists, evangelists, teachers, those involved in mu-
sic ministry are but a few of the twelve tracks being established.   

 Learn from experts at Franciscan University (USA) who give short video talks 
(each approx. 8-12 mins) followed by a reflective question.   

 If you wish, you will be able to submit your brief answer to each segment of the 
workshop to me for feedback. Complete 12 workshops to earn a Certificate of 
Completion.  

While we set up our systems, check out: https://franciscanathome.com/ 

More information will follow shortly - Margaret Wickware, Catechetical Coordinator 
(margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Ahead of the Senior Choir’s tour to Krakow, there will be a concert on 12th May at 
7.30pm of the music that they will be performing in Poland.  They will be joined by 
the Junior Choir who will be singing some of their favourite motets. Tickets £10 
(Cons £5) 
 
Next weekend is Good Shepherd Sunday, the day we pray for priests and for vo-
cations to the priesthood. The annual collection for the Priest Training Fund will 
also take place next weekend. This fund pays for the priestly formation of men for 
the Catholic priesthood. There are currently 45 men studying at Allen Hall semi-
nary, 28 of whom are for our own Diocese, and last year eight men ordained to the 
priesthood to serve as our future priests. This fund also supports the ongoing en-
richment and formation of our ordained priests. Your generous donation helps en-
sure we can support these 
men who are called to be 
like Christ the Good Shep-
herd.  Donation leaflets 
are available in the back of 
the church. Please take 
one home, read the infor-
mation, and bring it back 
next weekend with your 
donation. Please continue 
to pray for vocations and 
for our priests.  You can 
donate online anytime at 
www.rcdow.org.uk/
donations  

https://franciscanathome.com/
http://www.rcdow.org.uk/donations
http://www.rcdow.org.uk/donations


Contact Information                                                        

Catholic Church of Our Lady,  St John’s Wood 

54 Lodge Road 

London, NW8 8LA 

02072863214 

stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk 

http:/www.rcsjw.org.uk/ 

Parish Team 

Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel    

Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins 

Director of Music: Martin Toyer 

Parish Secretary: Joanne Molloy 

Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware 

Child Protection Officer: Brenda Das Neves 

 

 

SATURDAY  

14th April 

 Easter Feria 

- - - 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER VIGIL 

William Dineen RIP (Anniv.) 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Anna & Jernej Vizer RIP 

SUNDAY  

15th April 

 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

09.00 
10.30 

12.00 
18.00 

Riya Joseph (Birthday Intentions) 
Jannan Allos 

For The People of the Parish 
Jean Claude & Suzanne Sapim RIP 

MONDAY  

16th April 

Easter Feria 

08.00 Q 
09.00 

 
Victoria (Intentions) & In Thanksgiving 

to St Anthony 

TUESDAY  

17th April 
Easter Feria 

 

 

 
Agnieszka & Zygmunt RIP 

WEDNESDAY 

18th April 
Easter Feria  

 
Alex Roedy’s Family (Intentions & 

Thanksgiving) 

THURSDAY  

19th  April 

 St Alphege, Bishop & Martyr 

 
 
Margurite Rassam 

FRIDAY  

20th April 

Easter Feria 

08.00 Q 
09.00 

 

 
Mary Peter RIP (Anniv.) 

SATURDAY  

21st April 

 Easter Feria 

- - - 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER VIGIL 

Mary Healy (Health Intentions) 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Nicolas & Jelka Babic RIP 

SUNDAY  

22nd April 

 FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

09.00 
10.30 

12.00 
 
18.00 

For The People of the Parish 
Gonzalo Gomez RIP 

Remembering Oisin Madden-Austin & 
Bridie Dalgan-Lyons 
The Sapim & Ngoran Families RIP 

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World 


