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“The great majority of people 

will go on observing forms that 

cannot be explained; they will 

keep Christmas Day with 

Christmas gifts and Christmas 

benedictions; they will contin-

ue to do it; and some day 

suddenly wake up and discov-

er why.” – G.K. Chesterton, 

On Christmas 

Mass Times: 

Sunday 
6pm (Saturday) 

9, 10.30, 12 & 6pm 
 

Weekday 
Mon-Fri: 10am 

Thurs: 7pm 
Sat: 10am 

 
Rosary 

After weekday 
Mass 

  
Exposition 

Daily from 6am –
Midnight 

 
Confessions 

Daily before Mass 
Sat 10.30-11am,  

5.15-5.45pm 
Or daily before all  

Masses 

 
 

Weekly Newsletter                                                                   4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT– 24th December 2017  

A WORD FROM  FR JEFF 
 

The Sacrament of the Incarnation of our Lord 

"In the beginning was the Word. Who says this? Surely, John the fisherman, but he 
does not say this as a fisherman, but as a fisher of man’s disposition. For already he was not 
catching fish but was quickening men. These words are not his, but His who granted him the 
power of quickening. For the fisherman was more silent than the fish which he formerly used 
to catch, and with respect to the divine mysteries he was more dumb who did not know the 
author of his own voice; but he who is quickened by Christ heard the voice in John, has recog-
nized the Word in Christ. Accordingly, full of the Holy Spirit, since he knew that the beginning 
was not of time, but above time, he left the world, and ascending in spirit above all beginning, 
he says: In the beginning was the Word. […] 

And the Word was with God . This that he said is to be understood thus: The Word was just as 
was the Father; since He was together with the Father, He was also in the Father, and He was 
always with the Father. […] It is of 
the Word to be with the Father; it is 
of the Father to be with the Word, 
for we read that the Word was with 
God. So if, according to your opin-
ion, there was a time when He was 
not, then, according to your opin-
ion, He too was not in the begin-
ning with whom was the Word. For 
through the Word I hear, through 
the Word I understand that God 
was. For, if I shall believe that the 
Word was eternal, which I do be-
lieve, I cannot doubt about the eter-
nity of the Father, whose Son is 
eternal." 

Ambrose, The Sacrament of the In-
carnation of our Lord (III, 15-18) 

 Prayer: 

Lord, be my helper and my redeem-
er: my helper in doing good, my redeemer when I have done wrong; my helper that I may 
dwell in your love, my redeemer that you may deliver me from my wrongdoing. – cfr. Comm. 
on Psalm 18 (2), 16 [189] 



Sunday Readings (p.90) 

 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14-16  
Psalm 88:2-5, 27, 29 

Romans 16:25-27 
Luke 1:26-38 

 

Music at 10.30 Mass 
Lassus - Missa super Surge 

propera 
Byrd - Ecce Virgo concipiet 

Hymns  
7  Lo! He comes with clouds de-

scending      
157  O Mother blest, whom God 

bestows        
36  The angel Gabriel from heav-

en came 

Baptism Prep Group 
Next Meeting T.B.C. 

 

                     Marriage 
See one of the Priests. 

Six months’ notice required 
Preparation obligatory 

 

Union of Catholic Mothers 
Monday 4th December at 8pm 

 
St Josephs Fellowship 

Monday 15th January at 8pm 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30 

 

 

On behalf of the St. Vincent DePaul Conference our thanks for your prayers 
and generosity over the year.  Through your generosity, the SVP has made many 
visits to our housebound and elderly neighbours and parishioners. You have 
helped sponsor over 150 children through the Homework Club of St. Edward’s 
School.  We were able to provide payment for home renovations, food and cloth-
ing purchases, and Christmas vouchers.. The St. Vincent DePaul responds to the 
needs of the less fortunate in our parish community.  To join this important par-
ish ministry, please contact Sue McGuinness  at  ourladysvp@gmail.com Anyone 
seeking assistance can contact the parish office. 

The launch of Perpetual Adoration has been a wonderful success with more 
than 100 Parishioners spending an hour in front of the Blessed Sacrament.  Many 
Adorers have commented on the peace and tranquillity of the Adoration Chapel 
and have been grateful for this oasis in the middle of busy London. To keep this 
beautiful initiative going, we do need 12 more Parishioners to commit an hour 
each week at one of the following times… Tuesday 9-10am; 1-2pm; 4-5pm; 5-
6pm.  Wednesday 4-5pm; Thursday 1-2pm; 3-4pm; Friday 6-7am; 4-5pm; 5-6pm; 
Saturday 6-7am; 3-4pm.  Through commitment will come many blessings for you 
personally and for our Parish Community.  Can you help?  Is so, please email the 
Lead coordinator michaelmurphy7531@gmail.com or talk to Fr Jeff anytime. 
 
The SVP are distributing 12,000 Vinnie Packs containing cold weather essentials 
to the homeless this winter. Please could you consider sponsoring packs at a sug-
gested donation of £3.50 per pack. Donations can be sent to Vinnie Packs, PO Box 
72264, London SW1P 9EZ with cheques made out to SVP. Thank you so much for 
your support." 
 
Christmas Trees-If you would like to give a donation towards Christmas trees 
and flowers for Christmas please give it to Fr Jeff in an envelope marked Christ-
mas trees. Thank you for your kind generosity. 
 
If you are a Reader or Eucharistic Minister or Altar Server and you will be here 
for Christmas, please sign up on the rota outside the Sacristy 
 
Loving for Life One Day Marriage Enrichment Retreat: “Take time out to turn 
your marriage into a great marriage.” This one day retreat is being held in our 
parish on Saturday 20th JanIf purity is “the glory of God in the human body” as 
John Paul II expressed, then it’s an utter gift. It’s not something we accomplish on 
our own. It’s something we open to by “acknowledging our sins” and allowing 
our bodies and souls to be washed clean in the waters of baptism. We hear this in 
the Gospel today. We wash one another clean by being agents of healing in for-
giving one another and interrupting any cycle for a desire to seek revenge. Who 
do you need to forgive as you’ve been forgiven and washed clean?uary 2018 with 
a 10:00 am start. YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS!!!! It will cover both the spir-
itual and the relational aspects of the marriage and will conclude with Vigil Mass 
for Sunday at 6:00 pm. The Cost is £20 per couple and this will include lunch and 
tea/coffee breaks. Your marriage is worth this one day retreat and I do pray that 
many of you will take this opportunity to attend and make it an absolute priority. 
If your marriage isn’t exactly where you want it to be or you want to move it fur-
ther on, then this day is for YOU! REGISTRATION IS ESSENTIAL: To register 
please contact Jane F Deegan, Loving 4 Life Coordinator at jane@loving4life.net or 
Tel: 07595724300. You may also give your details to Father Jeff and he will pass 
them on to Jane. SEE YOU THERE!!! 

Collect 

Pour fourth, we beseech 

you, O Lord, your grace 

into our hearts, that we, to 

whom the Incarnation of 

Christ, your Son was made 

know by the message of 

an angel, may by his Pas-

sion and Cross be brought 

to the glory of his Resur-

rection. Who  lives and 

reigns with you in the uni-

ty of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever.  

Amen  

 



Parish Hall  

Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

All resume in  

January 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pope’s Prayer  
Intentions for December:  

The Elderly 
That the elderly, sustained by 
families and Christian communi-
ties, may apply their wisdom 
and experience to spreading the 
faith and forming the new gen-
erations. 

Spouse’s Corner 
"A man's body makes no 
sense by itself. A wom-

an's body makes no 
sense by itself. Seen in 
light of each other, we 

discover the unmistaka-
ble plan of the Creator: 

man and woman are des-
tined to be a life-giving 

gift to one another, a gift 
that serves as a 'created 

version' of the Uncreated 
Mystery of self-giving 

love between the Father, 
the Son and the Holy 

Spirit." Heaven's Song (p. 
94) We discover the full 

depth and wonder of 
marriage when we look 
beyond the beginning of 
creation to its purpose - 
that is the coming of Je-
sus Christ to share the 

life and love of God with 
us through his union with 

the Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24th December  

No 9am Mass 

10am  

12 noon 

6pm  

Christmas 

Vigil Mass  

(children)

10.30pm 

 Carol Service 

Followed by 

 Christmas  

Midnight Mass 

 

25th December 

Christmas Day  

10.00am  

12 noon 

No 6pm Mass 

26th December 

St Stephen’s Day 

10am 

31 December  

10.30am  

12 noon 

11.30pm 

Midnight Mass 

1st January 

Mary Mother of 

God 

10am  

7th January 

Epiphany of the 

Lord 

9am 

10.30am 

12noon 

6pm 



Contact Information                                                        

Catholic Church of Our Lady,  St John’s Wood 

54 Lodge Road 

London, NW8 8LA 

02072863214 

stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk 

http:/www.rcsjw.org.uk/ 

Parish Team 

Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel    

Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins 

Director of Music: Martin Toyer 

Parish Secretary: Joanne Molloy 

Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware 

Child Protection Officer: Brenda Das Neves 

SATURDAY  

23rd December 
Advent Feria 

 

- - - 

4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Maryam (Intentions) 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

For The People of the Parish 

SUNDAY  

24th December 

4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

09.00 
10.00 

12.00 
18.00 
10.30 

11.30 

For The People of the Parish 
Fr Harold Riley RIP 

Alan Beddall RIP 
Sally Irvine (Intentions) 
Carol Service 

Fumi & Family (Intentions) 

MONDAY  

25th December 
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

10.00 
12.00  

For The People of the Parish 
For All The Holy Souls 
No 6pm Mass 

TUESDAY  

26th December 
ST STEPHEN, The First Martyr 

 

 

 
Sister Mary Emmanuel RIP 

WEDNESDAY 

27th December 
ST JOHN, Apostle & Evangelist 

 
 
Fr Jeff (Private Intention) 

THURSDAY  

28th December 
THE HOLY INNOCENTS, Martyrs  

 
Victoria Kazanji RIP (30th Anniv.) 

FRIDAY  

29th December 
ST THOMAS BECKETT, Bishoip & Martyr 

10.00 
 

Geraldine RIP 

SATURDAY  

30th December 
6th DAY IN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS 

 

- - - 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & 

JOSEPH 

Sister Mary Jo Brennan RIP 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

  
 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

SUNDAY  

31st December 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & 

JOSEPH 

10.30 
12.00 

11.30 

Karim Nohra RIP 

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World 


