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All my strength lies 

in prayer and sacri-

fice. They are my 

invincible weapons, 

and I know, by ex-

perience, that they 

can soften the heart 

much better than 

words.—St Therese 

Mass Times: 

Sunday 
6pm (Saturday) 

9, 10.30, 12 & 6pm 
 

Weekday 
Mon-Fri: 10am 

Thurs: 7pm 
Sat: 10am 

 
Rosary 

After weekday 
Mass 

  
Exposition 

Sat after Mass  
(Exposition/
Benediction) 

 
Confessions 

Daily before Mass 
Sat 10.30-11am,  

5.15-5.45pm 
Or daily before all  

Masses 
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A WORD FROM  FR JEFF 
 

Our Lady’s Music Programme 
 
Music plays an important role in our liturgy.  As St Augustine said “He who sings prays twice” and 

we are fortunate at Our Lady’s to have two choirs to enrich our worship.  The senior choir, established in 1971, 
sings a setting of the mass, motets and the plainsong ‘propers’ at the 10.30 mass every Sunday and for major feasts. 
The junior choir, established in March of this year, leads the singing of a plainsong mass, the responsorial psalm 
and hymns at the noon mass every Sunday.  We now want to develop the choirs and promote high quality sacred 
music both in the liturgy and to a wider audience.  Most importantly, we want to give many young people the op-
portunity to enrich their lives and ours through singing in a choir and learning to play the organ.   
 
Our Vision and Plans 
 
What we can offer is rare and valuable.  Gregorian plainsong is the foundation of all western music from a 1500 
year old chant to a piece composed last week.  An understanding of its form underpins musical knowledge and 
helps in the appreciation and performance of any type of music.  We sing plainsong in its original Latin, the univer-
sal language of the Church, both in the junior as well as the senior choir.  As plainsong is to all music so Latin is to 
European languages.  Familiarity with it aids knowledge and appreciation of many languages.   
 
We sing every week of the year to large congregations.  Few other musical organisations, especially those designed 
for young people, can offer such an opportunity.  Our choirs improve through weekly performance within a sup-
portive environment.  Aspirations are high but mistakes or experiments can be made in the knowledge that another 
opportunity comes the following week.  Regular performance also means that an ability to read music correctly and 
quickly is learned.  This extraordinary useful skill remains with musicians all of their lives.  
 
Our organ is nearing the end of its life in its present location.  As many of you will have heard, in recent years it has 
started to become unreliable with notes sounding without the organist pressing any key.  It is not well positioned on 
the floor of the north aisle where the sound cannot easily project into the nave.  The plans for the restoration of the 
church envisage building a choir loft at the back of the church and placing an organ in it along with the choirs and, 
on occasion, an orchestra.   
 
A first-class instrument will attract excellent musicians to Our Lady’s who will also help with the choirs.  Across 
the country, though, the demand for organists outstrips their supply.  Too few young people are learning the instru-
ment and many of those who do are privately educated (as their schools have access to instruments).  We want to 
provide organ lessons to those young students keen to learn who perhaps otherwise would not have access to an 
instrument or have the means to pay for lessons.  Young organ scholars would be invited to play in services when 
they are ready.  Music clubs for students might also be formed perhaps to play in instrumental ensembles. The new 
organ itself will provide excellent enrichment material for schools, not just in music but also in science and engi-
neering – the organ was one of the most complex machines built in the pre-industrial world and its inner workings 
still retain a fascination in our virtual world. 
 
The present instrument, though unreliable, might still have a use.  We are looking at the possibility of making a 
section of it reliable enough to move down into a space in the crypt.  A Music Rehearsal Room with a small organ 
installed will allow students learning the instrument to practice and have lessons without disturbing those in the 
church above.  Moreover, the Rehearsal Room can be used as a base for the choirs and for rehearsals on Sunday 
morning when the Church is not available.  
 
The senior choir, all volunteers, performs a repertoire that is probably unique, certainly in the UK and probably 
wider.  Very few, if any, other church or cathedral enjoys our tradition of singing glorious and complex settings,  

sometimes with baroque instruments, within the liturgy for which they were written and in which they 
belong.  The choir’s reputation is spreading and it sang mass in St Mark’s basilica and other churches in 
Venice in 2016 and has been invited to sing mass in St Mary’s basilica and other churches in Krakow for 
Pentecost next May.  As well as singing unaccompanied for most of the time, the choir plans to sing 
more large-scale masses with instruments and the new organ, especially on feast days in addition to 
Easter and Pentecost. 



 

 

Sunday Readings (p.85) 

 Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11  

Psalm 84:9-14 
2 Peter 3:8-14 

Mark 1:1-8 
 

Music at 10.30 Mass 
Guerrero - Missa In te, Domine 

Speravi 
Guerrero - Alma Redemptoris 

Mater 
Hymns  

264  Tell out my soul  
5  Hark the glad sound! The Sav-

iour comes 
1  Come, thou long-expected 

Jesus 

Baptism Prep Group 
Next Meeting T.B.C. 

 

                     Marriage 
See one of the Priests. 

Six months’ notice required 
Preparation obligatory 

 

Union of Catholic Mothers 
Monday 4th December at 8pm 

 
St Josephs Fellowship 

Monday 11th December at 8pm 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30 

 

 

Although the primary function of our choirs and organists is to enhance our worship, we 
plan to give occasional concerts so that a wider audience may also enjoy the music we 
make.  The new organ will provide a venue for organ recitals and with choir concerts, 
over time, establish Our Lady’s as a concert venue. 

What we need 

We are looking for a volunteer to help organise and implement our programme.  In par-
ticular, we need someone to co-ordinate volunteers especially in respect of the Junior 
Choir.  If you are interested in volunteering or know someone who might be please con-
tact Fr Jeff or our Director of Music, Martin Toyer, to discuss.   

Clearly money in also needed to deliver these plans!  Although the capital cost of the new 
organ and a choir loft is high, it becomes very reasonable when considered over the 250 
year life expectancy of the instrument.  We will also need to fund music lessons, the hire 
of a temporary organ while our new one is being built, and possibly the re-location of part 
of our current instrument into the crypt along with associated works.  Building up funds 
for a music foundation at Our Lady’s will enable young people to start in the junior choir 
and over time, with training, lessons, hard work and encouragement, transfer to the sen-
ior choir.  Some will become organists either here or elsewhere.  In doing this, we will 
have provided our young people with the means to profit from their talents and so give 
them, and those who worship with them, a lifetime’s enjoyment and musical fulfilment.

—————————————————————————————————
On behalf of the St. Vincent DePaul Conference our thanks for your 
prayers and generosity over the year.  Through your generosity, the SVP 
has made many visits to our housebound and elderly neighbours and pa-
rishioners. You have helped sponsor over 150 children through the Home-
work Club of St. Edward’s School.  We were able to provide payment for 
home renovations, food and clothing purchases, and Christmas vouchers.. 
The St. Vincent DePaul responds to the needs of the less fortunate in our 
parish community.  To join this important parish ministry, please contact 
Sue McGuinness  at  ourladysvp@gmail.com Anyone seeking assistance 
can contact the parish office. 

St Joseph’s Fellowship Group- Fr Jeff is opening up the St Joseph’s Fel-
lowship Group to All Men in the parish to attend. We are hoping that this 
group will be a place where the men in the church can gather together once 
a month for food, fun, faith and fellowship. Our next meeting is in the 
church hall on Monday 11th of December from 8:00 pm. We hope that you 
can make it. Everyone brings a little something to share in regards to food 
and drink. Hope to see you there! 

The launch of Perpetual Adoration has been a wonderful success with 
more than 100 Parishioners spending an hour in front of the Blessed Sacra-
ment.  Many Adorers have commented on the peace and tranquillity of the 
Adoration Chapel and have been grateful for this oasis in the middle of 
busy London. To keep this beautiful initiative going, we do need 12 more 
Parishioners to commit an hour each week at one of the following times… 
Tuesday 9-10am; 1-2pm; 4-5pm; 5-6pm.  Wednesday 4-5pm; Thursday 1-
2pm; 3-4pm; Friday 6-7am; 4-5pm; 5-6pm; Saturday 6-7am; 3-
4pm.  Through commitment will come many blessings for you personally 
and for our Parish Community.  Can you help?  Is so, please email the 
Lead coordinator michaelmurphy7531@gmail.com or talk to Fr Jeff any-
time. 

Collect 

Almighty and merciful 

God, may no earthly un-

dertaking hinder those 

who set out in haste to 

meet your s=Son, but 

may our learning of 

heavenly wisdom gain us 

admittance to his com-

pany. Who  lives and 

reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and 

ever.  

Amen  



Parish Hall Activities 

Monday  

English Language  

Classes 10am 

Tuesday 

Parent & Toddler Group  

9.30-11.30 

(also Weds & Thurs) 

 Over 50s  2pm 
 

The Pope’s Prayer  
Intentions for December:  

The Elderly 
That the elderly, sustained by 
families and Christian communi-
ties, may apply their wisdom 
and experience to spreading the 
faith and forming the new gen-
erations. 

Spouse’s Corner 
 
 

 If purity is “the glory of 
God in the human body” 
as John Paul II expressed, 
then it’s an utter gift. It’s 

not something we ac-
complish on our own. It’s 
something we open to by 
“acknowledging our sins” 
and allowing our bodies 
and souls to be washed 
clean in the waters of 

baptism. We hear this in 
the Gospel today. We 

wash one another clean 
by being agents of heal-
ing in forgiving one an-
other and interrupting 

any cycle for a desire to 
seek revenge. Who do 
you need to forgive as 

you’ve been forgiven and 
washed clean? 

 

 

 

Nativity Play At 6pm Mass on Christmas Eve-If you are here for 
Christmas, are over 5 years old, and would like to take part, please call 
Sr Brigid on 07828148513 or email srbrigid@gmail.com 

Loving for Life One Day Marriage Enrichment Retreat: “Take time out 
to turn your marriage into a great marriage.” This one day retreat is be-
ing held in our parish on Saturday 20th JanIf purity is “the glory of God 
in the human body” as John Paul II expressed, then it’s an utter gift. It’s 
not something we accomplish on our own. It’s something we open to by 
“acknowledging our sins” and allowing our bodies and souls to be 
washed clean in the waters of baptism. We hear this in the Gospel to-
day. We wash one another clean by being agents of healing in forgiving 
one another and interrupting any cycle for a desire to seek revenge. 
Who do you need to forgive as you’ve been forgiven and washed clean?
uary 2018 with a 10:00 am start. YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS!!!! 
It will cover both the spiritual and the relational aspects of the marriage 
and will conclude with Vigil Mass for Sunday at 6:00 pm. The Cost is 
£20 per couple and this will include lunch and tea/coffee breaks. Your 
marriage is worth this one day retreat and I do pray that many of you 
will take this opportunity to attend and make it an absolute priority. If 
your marriage isn’t exactly where you want it to be or you want to 
move it further on, then this day is for YOU! REGISTRATION IS ES-
SENTIAL: To register please contact Jane F Deegan, Loving 4 Life Coor-
dinator at jane@loving4life.net or Tel: 07595724300. You may also give 
your details to Father Jeff and he will pass them on to Jane. SEE YOU 
THERE!!! 
 
 
 

10.30am Music 

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525-1594) Missa Alma Redemptoris 

Jacobus Handl (1550-1591) Veni redemptor gentium 

The Slovenian Handl and the Italian Palestrina are both remembered by names that 

weren’t their own. Handl’s surname was Petelin but, as he travelled, it was translate: in 

German, Handl; in Latin, Gallus – the rooster. Giovanni Pierluigi is known after his birth-

place, a small town near Rome. 

Although contemporaries, Palestrina and Handl had very different lives. Handl travelled 

widely and wrote a lot of music in the styles of his predecessors and successors. He 

could be as experimental as Gesualdo, he wrote in conservative style of Palestrina, and 

also used the methods of Baroque masters working in Venice. 

Palestrina moved to Rome before he was a teenager and stayed there for most of the 

rest of his life. His prolific output is varied but all of the ‘renaissance style’. The mass 

setting based on the Eleventh century Advent antiphon Alma Redemptoris Mater has its 

character set by the opening melody of both the plainchant and the mass: an arch built 

of some rising jumps followed by a descending scale. Not much to work on: but Palestri-

na uses this to weave a complex six-part musical fabric 



Contact Information                                                        

Catholic Church of Our Lady,  St John’s Wood 

54 Lodge Road 

London, NW8 8LA 

02072863214 

stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk 

http:/www.rcsjw.org.uk/ 

Parish Team 

Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel    

Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins 

Director of Music: Martin Toyer 

Parish Secretary: Joanne Molloy 

Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware 

Child Protection Officer: Brenda Das Neves 

 

SATURDAY  

9th December 
Advent Feria 

 

- - - 

2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Zuhair (Intentions) 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

For The People of the Parish 

SUNDAY  

10th December 

2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

09.00 
10.30 

12.00 
18.00 

Deceased Members of the Sisters of Mercy 

Angel Portillo RIP 
Mary Ball RIP 

Stephen Hegarty RIP (5th Anniv.) 

MONDAY  

11th December 
Advent Feria 

 
10.00  

 
Celine Petrus RIP 

TUESDAY  

12th December 
Advent Feria 

 

 

 
Private Intention 

WEDNESDAY 

13th December 

St Lucy, Virgin & Martyr 

 
 
Holy Souls 

THURSDAY  

14th December 
St John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor  

 
Rafael Rodriguz RIP 

FRIDAY  

15th December 
Advent Feria 

10.00 
 

Angel Portillo RIP 

SATURDAY  

16th December 
Advent Feria 

 

- - - 

3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Robert Kassir (Intentions) 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Lilly Hayes RIP 

SUNDAY  

17th December 

3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

09.00 
10.30 

12.00 
18.00 

Emerita Urdaneta RIP 
Gonzalo Gomez RIP 

Billy Dunphy RIP 
For The People of the Parish 

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World 


