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A WORD FROM FR JEFF

Friendship in Marriage: Centred On Our Common Goal
Pope Saint John Paul II reminds us that true friendship, especially
friendship in marriage, must be centred on the bond of a common aim. In Christian marriage, that common aim involves the union of the spouses, the spouses'
serving each other and helping each other grow in holiness, and the procreation
and education of children. This was his basic understanding that is found in the
truly virtuous friendship from Aristotle’s writings on friendship.

“A great safeguard
is the entire faith,
the true faith, in
which neither anything whatever can
be added by anyone nor anything
taken away; for,
unless faith be one,

“When two different people consciously choose a common aim this puts them on a
footing of equality and precludes the possibility that one of them might be subordinated to the other. Both . . . are as it were . . . subordinated to that good which
constitutes their common end” (pp. 28-29).
The key is common aim and common goal. This is how two different people keep
from using one another. Using can be seen in many ways and not simply physical
though this is often a source of utilitarianism found in either men or women and
highly promoted in our culture.
There can also be a utilitarian approach to our feelings and emotions that another
is used in order to fulfil and when that person fails to meet what is “wanted,” they
are often discarded or cast aside. This is a sure sign that friendship is not sought
after at the virtuous level, missing the common aim and goal. When we don't live
our relationships with this common good in mind, we inevitably will treat the other person as a means to an end, for some pleasure or use.
JPII writes, “If, while regarding pleasure as the only good, I also try to obtain the
maximum pleasure for someone else -- and not just for myself, which would be
blatant egoism -- then I put a value on the pleasure of this other person only in so
far as it gives pleasure to me: it gives me pleasure, that someone else is experiencing pleasure. If however, I cease to experience pleasure, or it does not tally with
my 'calculus of happiness' -- (a term often used by utilitarian) then the pleasure of
the other person ceases to be my obligation, a good for me and may even become
something bad. I shall then -- true to the principles of utilitarianism -- seek to
eliminate the other person's pleasure because no pleasure for me is any longer
bound up with it -- or at any rate the other person's pleasure will become a matter
of indifference to me and I shall not concern myself with it.”

it is not the faith.” -Pope St Leo the
Great

Mass Times:
Sunday
6pm (Saturday)
9, 10.30, 12 & 6pm
Weekday
Mon-Fri: 10am
Thurs: 7pm
Sat: 10am
Rosary
After weekday
Mass
Exposition
Sat after Mass
(Exposition/
Benediction)
Confessions
Daily before Mass
Sat 10.30-11am,
5.15-5.45pm
Or daily before all
Masses

In November We Remember-Please see the box in the back of the church
for Holy Souls envelopes and place names inside these and if you are giving an offering please drop it by the church office or give it to Fr Jeff. The
names will be placed at the altar for each mass for the month of November.
Christmas Afternoon Tea-The Adult Mercy Associates are organising an
afternoon tea on Sat 2nd Dec at 2pm. Tickets are £10 per person, and are on
sale in the Repositary and at all Masses. The proceeds go to the ‘Sister of
Mercy’ working in the shanty towns in South Africa.
Sometimes it just helps to talk-Experienced and qualified Catholic counsellor offers confidential and affordable couples/individual therapy.
For more details please feel free to contact Rino on 07532340304 or at rinog65@virginrmedia.com for an initial consultation.

Sacristy Fund – Fr Jeff has present needs for the Sacristy Fund. These items
are for the beautification of Mass. These will include items such as Funeral
Palls, a white and a black Altar Frontal, a new cope and a Funeral Cope, as
well as Statues. If you wish to donate to this fund, please speak to Fr Jeff.
Perpetual Adoration-Please be aware that the start date for commencing
Perpetual Adoration has shifted to Sunday 3rd December (1st Sunday of
Advent). This will allow us to complete preparation & scheduling… which
are both progressing well. This week, please collect an information sheet at
the back of the Church which explains what Adoration is and provides answers to many of the common questions you may have. If you did sign-up
for Adoration but have not been contacted by a coordinator, or if you are
new and would like to sign-up, please email the lead coordinator, Michael
Murphy, one of our Parishioners, michaelmurphy7531@gmail.com with
your name, phone number, email address, and a list of ALL days & times
which might suit you on a weekly basis. (e.g. Mon 10am-5pm & 7-9pm;
Wed 7-9am; Sat 6-11am). Michael will use this information to allocate you
a weekly timeslot. If you don’t have email, please give the above details to
Fr Jeff after Mass.
It is with very sad news that I write the letter to let you know that we lost
the appeal for the Stations. I fought as hard as I could and I am providing
you a copy of the appeal I wrote and their response. You will see that the
decision that was made is nonsensical in my view and clearly goes against
the desires of our parishioners. We soldier on with the project and it is my
belief that once we have completed the interior works the Stations will
gladly be replaced. So, I want to make two offers as I need to do so legally
by way of Charity Law. One, if you require a return of your money for the
Stations, I will get that back to you immediately. If however, you would
like that put towards statues and further shrines for the church, then I
could do that. If you would like to memorialise a statue or a statue stand
then let me know and I can apply it to that. The reasoning seems to be that
they want the overall interior done first so that the Stations are not out of
place with the final work. I will need something from you in writing telling
me what you would like for me to do. If you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to let me know. If you would like a copy of the appeal I wrote
and their response, please see me as I have copies in the Sacristy for you.

Sunday Readings (p.152)
Wisdom 6:12-16
Psalm 62:2-8
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25 :1-13
Music at 10.30 Mass:
JJ Fux: Requiem
Hymns
249 O God our help in ages past
250 O Jesus, I have promised
252 O perfect love

Collect
Almighty and merciful
God, graciously keep us
from all adversity, so that,
unhindered in mind and
body alike, we may pursue
in freedom of heart the
things that are yours.

Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives
and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen

Baptism Prep Group
9th Dec, 2-4pm in the Lower Hall
Marriage
See one of the Priests.
Six months’ notice required
Preparation obligatory
Union of Catholic Mothers
Monday 20th November at 8pm
St Josephs Fellowship
Tuesday 14th November at 8pm
Parish Office Hours
Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30
Open Surgery
Tuesday 21st November at 6pm

Parish Hall Activities
Monday

10.30am Music Remembrance Sunday
Johann Joseph Fux (c1660-1741): Requiem K51-53

English Language
Classes 10am
Tuesday
Parent & Toddler Group
9.30-11.30
(also Weds & Thurs)
Over 50s 2pm

The Pope’s Prayer
Intentions for November:
Christians in Asia
That Christians in Asia, bearing
witness to the Gospel in word
and deed, may promote dialogue, peace, and mutual understanding, especially with those
of other religions

Spouse’s Corner
If you believed in the gift,
all you would need to do
is hold your hands out in
confidence and receive
the Father’s love as a
gift.' This is the problem
with us all. We don't trust
enough in our Father's
love, so we grasp at happiness. In order for us to
extend ourselves to one
another as self-gift, we
have to first receive the
unmerited self-gift of Jesus. Then, in confidence
we can give to our spouses what we have received. Ask, and you shall
receive, knock and the
door will be open to you.
Father, light the lamps of
our hearts with zeal for
love of you that we might
be a gift to our spouse.
Amen.

It is not an understatement to say that Fux is one of the most influential composers of all time. Not directly because of his music but because of a small book
of compositional theory and exercises: Gradus ad Parnassum. This book was
studied by all significant composers, including Mozart, Beethoven, Haydn,
Brahms, and is still core to how composition is taught today. The book is
written as a conversation between Fux (the student) and Palestrina (the master) and takes the student from simple two-part writing through to the free polyphony that Palestrina was the master of.
Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund of the Diocese of Westminster-Today’s
second collection is in support of the Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund of the
Diocese of Westminster. This Fund ensures our elderly and sick priests
are financially supported in their senior years after a lifetime of service.
Since we have received so much from their generosity, it is now our
turn to assist them in their old age. The fund ensures that their housing,
medical, convalescence, companionship and spiritual support needs are
met. Please be generous. Most priests retire with modest means. In later
years their ability to live independently can be adversely impacted because of their declining health, mobility or frailty. There are donation
leaflets available in the pews and at the back of the Church. Please use
this leaflet to Gift Aid your donation. You can even use it to set up an
ongoing donation to this fund. You can also donate online at
www.rcdow.org.uk/donations. Thank you for your generosity.
Catechetical Coordinator Appointment: Fr Jeff is pleased to announce
that he has appointed a Catechetical Coordinator for the Parish for 20
hours per week. Margaret Wickware, who comes with a lot of experience: Masters in Religious Education and Catechesis, completed certificates in RCIA and Ministry and Evangelisation for the family through
the Maryvale Institute. (Masters thesis was on the sacrament of baptism
as an opportunity to evangelise new parents.) In addition to contributing to twenty booklets of meditation for small faith-sharing communities in the Diocese of Westminster and beyond, she has offered baptismal preparation and assisted with RCIA at her previous parish in Wimbledon. Most recently, she organised adult faith formation at St. Thomas
More, Swiss Cottage (using the Ascension
Press programme -Come Follow Me, Encounter Christ in the Gospel of St. John)
and the Discovering Christ programme at
St. Luke’s, Pinner. Besides her work as a
study tutor at Allen Hall (now in her
fourth year), she is President of the Guild
of Our Lady & St. Joseph with responsibility for organising its programmes and
publications for almost four years. Please
join me in welcoming Margaret to the
parish where we hope she will be fully
operational within the next two weeks!

SATURDAY
11th November
St Martin of Tours, Bishop

Holy Souls
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Baptisms

--32nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL

Sacrament of Reconciliation
The Fallen

SUNDAY
12th November
32nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

MONDAY
13th November

09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

For The People of the Parish
Holy Souls
Rose Overing RIP (Anniv.)
For The Madubunyi Family (Good
Health, Love & Happiness)

10.00

Richard Madubunyi (Intentions)

Feria

TUESDAY
14th November

Bernadette Hopkins (Birthday Intentions)

Feria

WEDNESDAY
15th November

Gonzalo Gomez RIP

Feria

THURSDAY
16th November

Mary Ball RIP
Lesley Sinclair RIP

St Edmund of Abingdon, Bishop

FRIDAY
17th November

10.00

Carolina Wilemina Hughes RIP

St Hilda, Abbess; St Hugh of Lincoln, Bishop; St Elizabeth of
Hungary, Religious

SATURDAY
18th November

Denis Harwood RIP (Birthday Remembrance)

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Feria

--33rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL
SUNDAY
19th November
33rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Holy Souls
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

James Peter Hennessey RIP (Anniv.)
Maria Gomez RIP
Gladys Rebello RIP
Bel Reyes (Birthday Intention)

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World

Contact Information
Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood
54 Lodge Road
London, NW8 8LA
02072863214
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk
http:/www.rcsjw.org.uk/

Parish Team
Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel
Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins
Director of Music: Martin Toyer
Parish Secretary: Joanne Molloy
Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware
Child Protection Officer: Brenda Das Neves

