
CATHOLIC 

CHURCH OF OUR LADY 
ST JOHN’S WOOD 

“The Liturgy is not 
abut you and I. It is 
not where we cele-
brate our own 
identyor achieve-
ments or exalt or 
promote our own 
culture and Religious 
customs. The Liturgy 
is first and foremost 
about God and what 
he has done for is.” 

Cardinal Robert Sa-
rah 

Mass Times: 

Sunday 
6pm (Saturday) 
9, 10.30, 12 & 

6pm 
 

Weekday 
Mon-Fri: 10am 

Thurs: 7pm 
Sat: 10am 

 

Rosary 
After weekday 

Mass 
  

Exposition 
Sat after Mass  
(Exposition/
Benediction) 

 

Confessions 
Daily before 

Mass 

Weekly Newsletter                                                    24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME– 17th September 2017 

A WORD FROM FR JEFF 
Where are We Going? 

We had a most wonderful celebration of Our Lady’s Nativity on Friday 8 September. The Mass was 
so reverent and the music was superb. The feedback I received from the evening has been over-
whelmingly positive and this makes me rejoice about where we have come together as a church 
family. As I begin my third year as Parish Priest, I felt that it was time to share with the faithful 

where I hope to bring the parish in the next five years, provided I’m still alive and around of course. Through the 
Prophet Jeremiah, God spoke to His people these words: “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, 
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” This is my sentiment in putting forth a five-year 
plan over the summer months. Why is such a plan necessary for priestly ministry? Proverbs 29:18 reminds us of the 
importance of having a vision stating: “Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keeps the law, happy 
is he.” We are a people who need to know where we are going and why. God defines that vision and He leads us 
through the vision of those called to serve Him. It is my prayer that this becomes our church family vision. 

1)      We looked at the area of growth and formation. Here it is my hope to bring on board a catechist for adult for-
mation that will help me in organising courses offered throughout the year for adults to grow in their knowledge of 
their Catholic faith and life. This will be an opportunity to grow more deeply in our knowledge of scripture, theolo-
gy, spiritual life/prayer, human formation, and liturgy. The aim will be to add a bit of meat and potatoes to our spir-
itual diet! As the writer of Hebrews reminds us, “Take hold of the hope offered to us and be greatly encouraged. For 
we have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.” Part of this ministry will include the care for the poor 
and particularly look at the needs we can help with in the Iraqi church and those close to home who suffer. 

2)      We looked at establishing a Saint John Paul II Marriage and Family Life Resource Centre. This ministry will 
be for those both inside and outside of the parish. We will have formation in the following areas: The role of the fam-
ily as the foundation of society, marriage preparation, ongoing marriage formation to grow in the sacrament of mar-
riage, raising children in a faith-based context, human sexuality and the covenant of life and love, Humanae Vitae and 
Theology of the Body. We will also partner with Retrouvaille UK, Loving for Life UK, the Society for the Protection 
of Unborn Children (SPUC), and a couple of therapists. 

3)      Music for Our Lady: This ministry is to further develop the music at our parish and particularly focus on mu-
sic scholarships in the area of training children in singing and playing the organ. We will use this platform as a min-
istry of outreach to teach youth and adults on the beauty of sacred music and to help them to develop a love for 
bringing their gifts to the church in praise. This ministry will also oversee the raising of funds for a new organ to be 
placed in our choir loft once the building plans for that are completed. We will be holding several concerts, recitals 
and other forms of musical enrichment to reach out to our local community by providing a platform at which they 
can come to explore the sacred in the beauty of music. 

4)      Building Restoration: It is our hope to bring back the beauty and sacred of the Gothic Architecture and orna-
mentation of this very beautiful and historical church building that we occupy. This work will encompass the high 
altar being pushed back to allow for a lot more seating in the nave, a reredos and larger tabernacle on the East wall 
with a large crucifix as the centre point of focus on the East wall above the tabernacle, a Lady Chapel in the South 
Transept, the Martyrs Chapel and what will become our future adoration chapel, choir loft in the west end of the 
church, and on the east walls to the left and to the right of the altar will be two shrines, one to St Joseph and one to 
the Sacred Heart. All of these plans are in keeping with what was here when the church was built in 1836 and the 
later part of the 19th century. The purpose is to restore the devotional life of our beautiful faith handed down to us 
through the years. I have said that we will take 10% of our funding to help restore the Iraqi churches in Northern 
Iraq. Fr Jeff has met with the Bishop there to tell him of our hopes of uniting our church plans with the plan of help-
ing them restore theirs. As our church was built after the Emancipation of Catholics, so we want to help them after 
they have been emancipated from their persecutions. 

This is a BIG vision I know. But one that I believe we desperately need in our society, church and our families today. 
Please bring this to prayer and pray for me as I pray for you. 



Sunday Readings (p.128) 

 Ecclesiasticus 27:30-28:7 
Psalm 102: 1-4, 9-12 

Romans 14: 7-9 
Matthew 18:21-35 

 
Music at 10.30 Mass: 

Handl - Missa super Transeunte 
Domino 

White - Justus es Domine 
Hymns 

21  All my hope on God is found-
ed  

398  Love divine, all loves excel-
ling    

674  Sweet Sacrament Divine 

 

Baptism Prep Group 

Next course is on  14th & 21st Octo-
ber at 12.30pm in the Lower Hall 

 

                     Marriage 
See one of the Priests. 

Six months’ notice required 
Preparation obligatory 

 

Union of Catholic Mothers 
Monday 25th September at 8pm 

 
St Josephs Fellowship 

Tuesday 10th October at 8pm 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30 

 
Open Surgery 

Tuesday 26th September at 6pm 

Attendance Cards are available to collect from the back of the Church, along with 
new cards, so please do pick them up.  

Outside Lighting-There is a need for additional lighting to help make the Church 
and Parish House more secure. Any donations towards this would be greatly ap-
preciated. The cost will be approximately £2000. 
 
First Holy Communion -the registration meeting is on 18th September at 7pm in 
the Church 
 
Confirmation Registration Meeting is on Sunday 8th October at 4.30pm in the 
Church 
 
Journey Of Faith  (RCIA) If you or someone you know would like to explore the 
possibility of becoming a Catholic or to be received into the Catholic faith or 
simply to catch up one or more of the sacraments, please have a word with Fr Jeff 
or Fr Lorenzo or take a form from the back of the church. 
 
Sacristy Fund – Fr Jeff has present needs for the Sacristy Fund. These items are 
for the beautification of Mass. These will include items such as Funeral Palls, a 
white and a black Altar Frontal, a new cope and a Funeral Cope, as well as Stat-
ues. If you wish to donate to this fund, please speak to Fr Jeff. 
 
Restoration Project: As we continue to plan and develop the restoration project, 
Fr Jeff will be placing photos of items we wish to purchase for the Lady Chapel, 
Shrines of the Sacred Heart and St Joseph in the back of the church with news in 
the newsletter if anyone wishes to give towards them as we move forward. These 
too can be offered in memory of others.  
 
New Reader, Eucharistic Ministers & Linen Rotas are available to collect from 
outside the Sacristy 
 

English Classes are starting again on Monday at 10am, in the Parish Hall. These 

classes are free, and everyone is welcome. Please do let any friends/neighbours 

who may wish to learn or improve their English know. 

Parish  Mission Success: Thank you to all who signed up for the Parish Mission 

Response for Adoration one hour per week. We had 179 people who signed up. 

Fr Jeff appointed Michael Murphy as the primary co-ordinator and he will assist 

the Priests in final organisational plans. We are still hoping to add about 50 more 

adorers. Please pick up a form from the back of the Church and return to Fr Jeff.. 

If you are sick or in hospital, please make it known that you are Catholic, so that 

arrangements can be made for a Catholic Chaplaincy to visit you. Please also let 

Fr Jeff or Fr orenzo know so we can arrange a visit 

 

Please visit http://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs/ for all the current vacancies in 

the diocese 

 

 

Collect 

Look upon us O God, Creator 

and ruler of all things, and, 

that we may feel the working 

of your mercy, grant that we 

may serve you with all our 

heart. Through our Lord Je-

sus Christ, your Son, who  

lives and reigns with you in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever.  

Amen  

 

http://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs/


Parish Hall Activities 

Monday  

English Language  

Classes 10am 

Tuesday 

Parent & Toddler Group  

9.30-11.30 

(also Weds & Thurs) 

 Over 50s  2pm 

 

 

The Pope’s Prayer  
Intentions for September:  

Parishes 
That our parishes, animated 
by a missionary spirit, may be 
places where faith is commu-
nicated and charity is seen.  

Spouse’s Corner 
 

The Catechism wisely 
observes, “It is not in 
our power not to feel 
or to forget an 
offense; but the heart 
that offers itself to the 
Holy Spirit turns injury 
into compassion and 
purifies the memory 
in transforming the 
hurt into interces-
sion” (CCC 2843). Let 
us pray that God 
would forgive us our 
trespasses as we for-
give those who tres-
pass against us. 

 

Prayers for Mary Ball. This is a note to inform the parishioners that Mary Ball 
is quite unwell and she has asked for prayers for her. She is now residing in a 
nursing home near Pimlico and she will be visited by Fr Lorenzo and Fr Jeff 
for the time being. Please do remember Mary in your prayers at home and in 
the mass. Thank you for remembering her! 
 

New Catholic Hymn Book: As some of you heard at our Patronal Feast cele-
brations on Our Lady’s birthday, I spoke about the five-year plan for the par-
ish and how music here is beginning to fit into the future vision of the parish 
and where we want to go. As one of the items mentioned on Friday evening 
that I believe we need in order to move us further down the road in our music 
ministry is a new hymn book. The most wide-ranging traditional Catholic 
hymn book with over 300 classic hymns is 
the choice selected by our various musi-
cians in the parish. These will cost £10 a 
piece and also have musical notation, 
which our current version does not have. 
We intend to present each one of our Jun-
ior Choir members with a copy of their 
own. Initially we would like to purchase 
250. If you’re interested in supporting this 
musical effort, please let us know and any 
donations need to be directed to the 
Church of Our Lady, “Music for Our La-
dy” Fund. 
 
 

Junior Choir Rehearsals are every Friday  
at 6pm in the Church. Any new members, 
aged 7-14 years old, are welcome! Please 
contact the Parish Office if your daughter is 
interested. 
 

 

10.30am Music  

Jacob Handl (1550-1591) based “Missa super Transeunte Domino” on the setting by the 
Flemish composer and contemporary of Handl, de Wert, of Luke’s account of Jesus 
healing the blind man. Handl (also known as Jacobus Gallus) was born in what is now 
Slovenia. He is well known for his experimental harmonies and for embracing the new 
early Baroque styles that were becoming popular; these are mostly absent from this 
setting as, for the majority of the piece, he uses material from de Wert’s motet. Inter-
estingly, for the Sanctus, he introduces new melodic ideas and unexpected chord pro-
gressions: a surprising contrast to the surrounding movements. 

The music of the Tudor composer, Robert White (1538-1574) was unjustly neglected 
for many centuries. This was not the case in the sixteenth century, he was director of 
music at Westminster Abbey and his music was considered equal to that of William 
Byrd, Robert Fayrfax, John Taverner, and John Sheppard. “Justus es Domine” is an 
extraordinary motet, a setting of words from Psalm 118 extolling us believe in God’s 
judgement and follow His commandments. The music of pre-reformation England was 
often quite different from that of Europe. As Europe headed towards the Baroque with 
a strong emphasis on harmony and choral effects, White was writing polyphonic mu-
sic with few dissonances and long phrases. He uses very sparse textures with large 
gaps between the parts that are singing; very different from the Handl with its tight 
interactions between many overlapping parts. 



Contact Information                                                        

Catholic Church of Our Lady,  St John’s Wood 

54 Lodge Road 

London, NW8 8LA 

02072863214 

stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk 

http:/www.rcsjw.org.uk/ 

Parish Team 

Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel     

Assistant Priest: Fr Lorenzo Andreini   

Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins 
 

SATURDAY  

16th September 
Sts Cornelius, Pope & Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs 

- - - 

24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL 

 
 

 

  
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

SUNDAY  

17th September 

24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

09.00 
10.30 

12.00 
18.00 

Frances Lenihan RIP 
Noris de Bracho RIP 

Victoria Ryan RIP 
For The People of the Parish 

MONDAY  

18th  September 
Feria 

 
 

 
Sandra & Gerry (In Thanksgiving) 

TUESDAY  

19th September 
Feria 

 
 

Michael Neeb (Intentions) 
Ann Mitchell RIP 

WEDNESDAY  

20th  September 
Sts Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Priest, Paul Chong Ha-sang, & Com-

panions, Martyrs 

 
 
Bob & Lucy McGonigall RIP 

THURSDAY  

21st September 
ST MATTHEW, Apostle & Evangelist  

 
Mary Ball (Intentions) 

FRIDAY  

22nd September 
Feria 

10.00 
 

 

SATURDAY  

23rd September 
St Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest 

- - - 

25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL 

Nancy Butcher RIP (1st Anniv.) 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Rachel Bernardino (Health Intentions) 

SUNDAY  

24th September 

25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

09.00 
10.30 

12.00 
18.00 

Maria Jimenez RIP 
Tony Kellerd RIP (Anniv.) 

Caroline Nathan RIP 
For The People of the Parish 

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World 


